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       One of our most popular 
presenters, Jaye Moore, returns 
with live birds of prey from 
the Northwest Raptor Center 
(NWRC). Jaye is a family favorite, 
and loves talking to kids, so 
we’ll save space up front for some 
of our younger attendees.  Jaye 
will once again be joined by Cindy 
Daily, Director of Discovery Bay 
Wild Bird Rescue.
       Whenever possible, injured 
birds are rehabilitated and 
returned to the wild.  But some 
are too injured to survive on 
their own.  These birds can 
become ambassadors and 
educational tools.  

      Jaye enjoys sharing their 
stories and her passion for wildlife 
preservation. 
      Jaye has been a licensed 
wildlife rehabilitator for 28 years.  
She began as a volunteer for the 
NWRC in Clallam Bay and years 
later took it over.  
       The Northwest Raptor 
Center and Discovery Bay Wild 
Bird Rescue depend entirely on 
donations. 
 

Jaye Moore above with 
Swainsen’s Hawk.
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Live Birds of Prey
A family favorite.  Bring the kids!

KAS JUNE 25th PICNIC   

       Be sure to save Saturday, June 25, for Kitsap Audubon’s 
annual family picnic, from Noon to 4:00 p.m., at Island Lake 
County Park. We’ll have live bird and animal displays provided 
by West Sound Wildlife Shelter. Watch for details in future  
issues of the Kingfisher.

IN THIS ISSUE
•  President’s Letter

•  News Briefs

•  Field Trips/Festivals

•  Wildlife Sightings

•  Kitsap Great Give

•  May 19 Film Event

•  KAS History

•  Joys of Winter  
    Birding

Cindy Daily with Great 
Horned Owl.

Photos by Gene Bullock



Kitsap Audubon Society meets the 2nd Thursday of each month, September through May, 7:00 to 9:00 
p.m., on the lower level of  the Poulsbo Library, 700 NE Lincoln Rd.  Open to the public.  Free parking.
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President’s Letter -  Sandy Bullock

Perhaps April showers bring 
May flowers in many parts of our 
country, but here in Northwest 
Washington, we’re at least a 
month ahead with spring color 
everywhere you look.  At Kitsap 
Audubon, April brings our annual 
election of officers.  This year 
the Nominating Committee’s 
recommended slate includes:  
Sandra Bullock – President, Diane 
Bachen – Vice President, Judy 
Willott – Treasurer, and Connie 
Bickerton – Secretary.  A vote will 
be taken at our meeting on April 
14th.  Nominations from the floor 
will also be accepted at that time.

Now might be a good 
time to mention that our board 
members are also busy with a 
lot of other related activities 
besides just tending to the routine 
business of Kitsap Audubon.

Diane Bachen, our current 
Secretary, has been working with 
a Marbled Murrelet task group, 
concerned with the protection of 
these endangered birds and their 
habitat.

Connie Bickerton, who took 
responsibility for developing 
and maintaining our outstanding 
Facebook page, is also involved 
in whale monitoring along our 
shores.  

Gene Bullock, our current 
Education Chair, has developed 
a beautiful Power Point 
presentation entitled, “Why We 
Watch Birds,” promoting bird 
conservation and Kitsap Audubon 
Society.  Gene has given his talk 
to 18 different civic groups in 
Kitsap County over this last year.

Don Willott, our current 
Conservation Chair, has been busy 
with several important community 

trails projects around Port Gamble 
and on Bainbridge Island.   
Don also keeps his finger on 
the pulse of efforts to conserve 
important habitat for birds and 
wildlife in our area.

Don and Judy Willott, along 
with the Bullocks, are Kitsap 
Audubon’s representatives to the 
Kitsap Forest and Bay Project, a 
coalition of environmental and 
recreational groups working to 
acquire and preserve shoreline 
and forest lands in the Port 
Gamble area. 

Al Westphal, our Field Trip 
Chair, aided by his son Andrew 
who is also a very skilled birder, 
organizes and often leads our 
wonderful selection of field trips.       

Janine Schutt, Connie 
Bickerton, Don Willott, and 
others, keep our Kingfisher Editor, 
Gene Bullock, supplied with the 
wonderful photos we all enjoy.

Your President, also our 
Scholarship Chair, will be spending 
April reviewing scholarship 
applications along with the other 
eight members of the committee, 
while she recovers from knee 
surgery.

Hats off to our very Busy 
Board!  
 

The Kingfisher is printed on recycled paper by Blue Sky Printing 
and mailed by Olympic Presort, both family owned local businesses.



Collecting Donated Yarn
       Diane Bachen and Sharron 
Ham are continuing our year-
round collection of donated 
yarn. Kathy Swartz takes the 
collected yarn to the women’s 
prison in Purdy, where 
volunteer inmates use it to knit 
mittens, hats and scarves for 

our annual Christmas Mitten 
Tree. If you have yarn to 
donate, please bring it to our 
monthly meeting or contact 
either Diane (dianebachen@
comcast.net) or Sharron 
(shabobham@comcast.net). 

Diane Bachen works with kids 
visiting our booth at the Kitsap 
Water Festival. 

Kitsap Water Festival 
Tuesday, April 12, 2016

         The annual Kitsap Water 
Festival hosts more than a 
thousand 4th graders from 
schools throughout Kitsap 
County for hands-on learning 
about water and its importance 
in our lives and our community.  
The all-day festival is sponsored 
by Kitsap Public Works and the 
Public Health District. 

       Groups make scheduled 
stops at our booth throughout 
the day, providing opportunities 
to talk to kids about birds and to 
their teachers about signing up 
for Audubon Adventures.  If you 
would like to help, please contact 
genebullock@comcast.net or 
360-394-5635.

Dave Skelton poses with a 
Peregrine Falcon at the Kitsap 
Home & Garden Show.

Photo below: by Connie 
Bickerton: The Kitsap Parks 
Department has begun 
construction of a wheelchair 
access ramp for the 
wildlife viewing platform 
at Point No Point County 
Park.  Kitsap Audubon 
funded construction of the 
platform.

Photo lower right: The staff at 
the Salmon Center in Belfair 
was saddened to learn that 
their resident Barn Owl had 
died. The bird will be donated 
to the Burke Museum for use 
in educational programs. the 
bird is so beautiful they took a 
sentimental photo to share.



Olympic Birdfest (Sequim 
area): April 15 - 17. Enjoy 
guided birding trips, boat 
tours, live auction & raffle, 
gala banquet, and more.  
Details and directions at 
www.olympicbirdfest.org

Seattle’s Montlake 
Fill: Saturday, April 23 
(half-day).  Al & Andrew 
Westphal, leaders, 
westphalac@aol.com, 
206-780-7844 (e-mail 
preferred).  The Montlake Fill 
is an extraordinary natural 
area adjacent to UW and Lake 
Washington’s Union Bay, and it 
should be full of spring birds, 
waterfowl, and others by late-
April.  Meet at the birders’ kiosk 
at the west end of the Center for 
Urban Horticulture, 3501 NE 41st 
Street, Seattle 98105.  Parking is 
free.  (About 15 min. from Seattle 
Ferry or 30 min. from Edmonds 
ferry terminal).  Meeting time 
about 8 a.m.  (Take 7:05 ferry 
from Bainbridge or Kingston.)

Theler Wetlands (Belfair): 
Saturday, May 7 (half-day).  Al 
& Andrew Westphal, Leaders: 
206-780-7844 or westphalac@
aol.com (e-mail preferred) to 
register.  An annual favorite.  
Lots of spring arrivals should be 
present, especially big numbers 
and a nice variety of swallows.  
Maybe a few good warblers too.  

We encourage families to bring 
children, 3rd grade and above.  
Meet 8:30 a.m. at the Theler 
Wetlands Nature Center.  It is on 
Highway 3 at the 2nd red light, 
just south of Belfair in Mason 
County. 
 

Field Trip Reports 
Lion’s Field/Port Washington 
Narrows, Sat., Feb. 27. 
Continuing a long tradition 
started by Ivan Summers, Gene 
and Sandy Bullock led 11 KAS 
birders on a tour of Bremerton 
parks bordering the Port 
Washington Narrows. Lion’s 
Field provided great views of 
American Wigeons, Surf Scoters, 
and a distant Long-tailed Duck. 
Evergreen Park added White-
winged Scoters, Eurasian 
Wigeons, a Red-neck Grebe and 
Harlequin Ducks. Lower Rota 
Vista offered views of Pelagic 
Cormorants and a photo op by 
Kitsap Audubon’s interpretive 

sign. Views from the 
Boatshed Restaurant 
included a Harlequin 
Duck and Kingfisher. Total 
species count 25.

Skagit/Samish Flats Area: 
Saturday, March 5 or 
Sunday, March 6.  Al and 
Andrew Westphal led a 
total of fourteen birders 
split into Saturday and 
Sunday groups for very 
good late-winter birding 

on the flats from Stanwood to 
Samish.  The groups assembled 
tallies of 61 and 57 species 
respectively and encountered 
weather conditions far better 
than forecasts promised.  
Saturday folks got more 
and better looks at raptors, 
highlighted by Judy Tingley’s 
discovery of a Great Horned 
Owl nest at the Wylie Road 
management area.  Sunday 
highlights were a visit to Judy’s 
owl nest and up close looks 
at several goose flocks where 
Andrew’s persistence paid off 
with looks at a half-dozen dark 
morph “Blue Geese” and a 
couple of interesting hybrid 
geese.  Both groups got looks 
at many flocks of thousands of 
geese and excellent looks at 
flocks of swans, enabling close 
study of both Trumpeters and 
Tundras.

Field Trips & Festivals - Al & Andrew Westphal

Photo left: Kitsap Audubon group in Lower Roata 
Vista Park, Bremerton. Interpretive sign funded by 
Kitsap Audubon. Don Willott
Photo above: Skagit Snow Geese by Roberta Heath.







  Wildlife Sightings - Joan Carson 
(joanpcarson@comcast.net, or 
(360-779-2612)  
Ring-necked pheasants appear 
to be the bird of the month; at 
least they are on Bainbridge 
Island. Alan Westphal got things 
going on February 22, when 
he reported a male pheasant 
strolling across Highway 305 
between Koura Road and the 
Sportsman Club traffic light. The 
bird then disappeared into the 
brush at Meigs Farm. Christina 
Doherty followed this up by 

saying she had heard one at Fort 
Ward that same morning. Connie 
Waddington informed everyone 
that they had their own resident 
male pheasant and that he came 
complete with harem and many 
chicks every season. Karen 
Salsbury missed their calling and 
mentioned she hadn’t heard one 
since last year. Bainbridge needs 
more fields and hedgerows but 
don’t we all.
February 23, Gene and Sandy 
Bullock had their first rufous 

hummingbird, a male, return 
to their feeders. February 25, 
Jamie Acker on Bainbridge 
Island, had his first rufous back 
and also noted the black-capped 
chickadees were inspecting a 
bird house.
It’s been a rotten rainy month but 
the birds are still around. Looking 
forward to more reports for the 
next newsletter. After all, it is 
Spring!

Annual Marbled Murrelet 
Citizen Science Survey

Barbara Chan 
photographed this 
leucistic Dark-eyed 
Junco in Renton. The 
white patches are 
caused by abnormalities 
in pigmentation.

Kathy Swartz 
photographed this 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
in her yard.

The 11th annual Marbled 
Murrelet citizen science survey 
will be held on a spectacular 
stretch of Oregon’s coast near 
Yachats, Oregon, on July 21-22.  
Another July session is in the 
planning stages. Training will be 
provided, so no prior experience 
is needed.

Oregon State University 
ornithologist and Marbled 
Murrelet expert Kim Nelson 
will lead the surveys with Paul 
Engelmeyer of Portland Audubon 
and manager of the Ten Mile 
Creek Sanctuary. The survey will 
take place in the Yachats vicinity. 
This area is Oregon’s stronghold 

for the murrelet and includes the 
100,000-acre Globally Significant 
Murrelet Important Bird Area.

Training consists of an 
evening training session at 6:30 
p.m. with Kim and Paul and a 
morning survey at upland sites 
starting at 4:48 a.m., followed 
by a near-shore survey starting 

at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 10:00 
a.m.  There will be a picnic 
at 11:00 a.m. and food and 
beverage will be provided.

Camping is available 
at numerous campgrounds 
in the area and there are 
accommodations in Yachats.

To register or for more 
information contact Paul 
Engelmeyer at 541-547-4227; or 
pengelmeyer@peak.org; or Joe 
Liebezeit, Portland Audubon 
at 971-222-6121; or jliebezeit@
audubonportlandorg.

A flyer with this information 
is available from Diane Bachen at 
dianebachen@comcast.net . 

 



 KAS History – 1983, Part II
 Donna Jean Seaman, KAS 
member, presented the May 
1983 program entitled, “Baja 
California, Mexico.” From south 
of California to the southern 
tip of the peninsula near LaPaz, 
her slides revealed the colorful 
and fascinating natural history 
of this area. Two field trips were 
planned for May and the first 
one, led by Doris Benckert, 
was “Behind the Scenes at 
Woodland Park.” Later that 
month, the 19th Annual Wenas 
Campout of Audubon Chapters 
in Washington, would be held 
at the Wenas Campground. 
For many years, this event was 
always on the May KAS Field 
Trip Schedule. The late KAS 
member, Margaret Ashworth, 
wrote an article for May’s 
newsletter. It was a report on the 
Oak Patch Preserve. Margaret 
worked on this project with 
Audubon’s 1980 Conservation 
Committee, the Department 
of Natural Resources, the 
Washington Natural Heritage 
Program and individual citizens. 
Their goal was the preservation 
of this special spot known as 
the Oak Patch Preserve. It was 
representative of an oak (Garry) 
woodland and conifer (lodge 
pole pine) mosaic. It was also 
known for its unusual diversity 
of other flora. (Does anyone 
have current knowledge of this 
area? It seems to have dropped 
off the radar. jc) The names of 
new members was a regular 
feature in the newsletter and 
emphasized how the organization 
continued to grow. In 1983, the 
following persons became KAS 
members: From Bremerton: 
John Carlisle, Jack & Martina 
Hendry, Mrs. Melvin Clark, John 
Burch. Port Orchard: William 
Knusen Family, Mrs. K. Hacker. 

Kingston: Eleanor Dodge, Wendy 
Jewett, Ward King, Poulsbo: 
Stephen Johnson, Genevieve 
Hardy, Robert Plyler. Olalla: Ralph 
Buffington. Silverdale: Mark 
& Doris Cromwell. Bainbridge 
Island: Kenneth Moors. In the 
Bird Sightings report for May 
1983, there were two reports of 
the rare Allen’s hummingbird. 
The late artist and KAS member, 
Marian Melim, north of Poulsbo, 
reports the male hummingbird 
had been at her feeder off and on 
since March 16 and was last seen 
on April 8. The second sighting 
occurred on the KAS field trip 
report. Members were birding 
Ocean City State Park near 
Ocean Shores and for over an 
hour the bird was viewed through 
binoculars and spotting scopes. 
Photographs were taken by Bob 
Bourner and Paul Carson.
 First ever International 
Exchange of Birdwatchers: 
Members from Kitsap, Tahoma 
and Seattle Audubon journeyed 
to Yorkshire, England where 
they were the guests of RSPB 
members. This came about 
through the auspices of Nature 
Guide, a publication created by 
Tahoma Audubon member Ilene 
Marckx. The latest edition was 
announced in the September 
Kingfisher. It’s a good description 
of this little gem that came 
into being before anyone was 
using computers. The new 1983 
edition announced: “Completely 
updated, 114 pages, purse-sized, 
resistant to wear.” There were 81 
pages of updated local guides 
and nature centers. There were 
also 27 countries other than 
the United States representing 
local guides. Also part of the 
publication were 40 Canadian 
National Wildlife areas on a map 
of Canadian Parks plus a map of 
U.S. National Wildlife Refuges. 

This publication was available 
for $6 plus $1.50 postage. The 
“guides” mentioned were local 
people with a variety of interests 
i.e. birds, plants, geology, etc. 
Yours truly plus many other KAS 
members were listed. Several of 
us made lifelong friends through 
this connection.
September’s newsletter devoted 
an entire page for the 1983/84 
KAS year. Programs with their 
dates and subjects were listed 
as was the field trip schedule. 
Board meeting dates and 
times were also listed. Board 
meetings at that time were held 
the Wednesday prior to the 
membership meeting. They were 
held in the Carson home. Linda 
Bourner’s monthly report on 
the Wildlife Rescue supported 
by Kitsap Audubon, included a 
report on the Woodland Park 
field trip plus a plea for a second 
freezer. It was needed for storing 
“pounds and pounds of fish.” 
This food was for the herons, 
baby seals, kingfishers, seagulls, 
etc., recuperating in the Rescue. 
Next month – Conclusion 1983. 

  KAS History: 1983 Part 1 - Joan Carson 

Photograph by Phil Best of 
Double-crested Cormorant 
drying its wings.



Age Doesn’t Dull the Joys 
of Bird Watching 

Gene Bullock
 Some say 60 is the new 

40; but how do the same oracles 
reconfigure the calendar for bird 
watching octogenarians? I see 
folks in their 80s riding trail bikes 
and pumping iron at the gym.  

The elders among us know 
we don’t have the same eyesight 
or hearing we did as 16-year-
olds.  But years of experience 
can offer some advantages.  We 
may need special prescription 
glasses to read the field guide; 
but binoculars and spotting 
scopes can compensate nicely in 
magnifying the image. We may 
leave it to younger birders to 
debate the subtler characteristics 
of little brown birds skulking in 
the shadows; but with today’s 
superb optics, we can still enjoy 
stunning views of these beautiful 
wildlife neighbors.  One of our 

sneaky little secrets, though, is 
to encourage younger birders 
to join us so we can benefit 
from their ability to detect 
the slightest movement in the 
branches or hear the faintest tell-
tale chip notes and sounds that 
reveal a bird’s presence.

Nobody likes to hear old 
folks complain; so I’ll stick to the 
positives and joys of birding. 
And age doesn’t need to dull 
the pleasure one bit.  We may 
be a bit more dependent on 
equipment to stabilize the 
image or zoom in closer; but the 
fascination never ends.  

Some birders shun groups 
and novices. But the older birders 
I know love mentoring younger 
bird watchers and sharing their 
passion and knowledge.  And 
they hope their passion is 

infectious, because it can change 
the way you look at the world 
around you.  They want to swell 
the ranks of devoted friends for 
birds and wildlife because people 
want to save what they know and 
love. 

Our birds have survived 
for 75 million years. But many 
are now seriously threatened 
because we are changing their 
environment faster than they can 
adapt. They urgently need friends 
who care enough to do whatever 
is necessary to protect them.

 
Exquisite photos by local 
photographers: Great Blue 
Heron and American Kestrel 
by Jay Wiggs. Osprey in 
flight by Phil Best.
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eight times a year, September to May. 
Submissions from readers are welcome. 
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