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Seattle’s Adaptable Urban Cooper’s 
Hawks - A ten-year retrospective

      

        Twenty-five years ago, Cooper’s Hawks began colonizing 
urban and suburban landscapes throughout the US, developing a 
tolerance for living in proximity to humans. Ed Deal, from Seattle’s 
Urban Raptor Conservancy, will provide insights into these common 
but elusive raptors. The Seattle Cooper’s Hawk Project is one 
of several studies in large US cities (e.g., Tucson, Milwaukee, 
Albuquerque), and the only all-volunteer, citizen science project. 
The group has monitored the local Cooper’s Hawk population 
nesting density and annual nest productivity since 2012.  A color-ID 
banding program helps us track fledgling dispersal, longevity, and 
adult breeding site and winter site fidelity.
       Ed has been studying raptors for 30 years. He currently holds 
a Federal Master banding permit. He and his sub-permittees have 
ongoing color banding studies on Peregrine Falcons, Cooper’s 
Hawks and Bald Eagles. The group also helps the Seattle Merlin 
Project with color ID banding. They collaborate with PAWS Wildlife 
Center to band all successfully rehabilitated hawks and owls prior to release.

Zoom Program, Thursday, April 14thth at 7:00 p.m. 
To join Zoom Meeting:  

https://zoom.us/j/91811374785?pwd=Tm12VlBHWGhRYnRQUmg2RlUrMkJpdz09 
Meeting ID: 918 1137 4785 ; Passcode: 935230 

To join by telephone: 1 253 215 8782  
Meeting ID: 918 1137 4785; Passcode: 935230

Kitsap Great Give - Tuesday, April 19
     Early giving for the Kitsap Great Give begins on April 1st. Help us protect birds and 
habitat with an onlne donation anytime between April 1st and midnight on Tuesday, April 19th.  
Your donation will be partially matched.

https://www.kitsapGreatGive.org 
  

APRIL 2022
Kitsap Audubon Society – Since 1972

 April 14th Program (7:00 p.m. via Zoom)

https://zoom.us/j/91811374785?pwd=Tm12VlBHWGhRYnRQUmg2RlUrMkJpdz09


President’s Letter - Lynn Willmott

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter
 

Facebook at https://www.Facebook.com/KitsapAububonSociety/ 
Instagram at http://www.instagram.com/kitsapaudubon/  

Follow us on Twitter at @kitsapaudubon birding education.  
Twitter handle: @KitsapAudubon

Videos of previous programs 

 https://www.kitsapaudubon.org/video

       Hello to all of our Kitsap Audubon members. 
Spring is here and the birds are pairing up and 
building their nests. If you are planning on cleaning 
up your property, wait until nesting is over and 
remember to keep your bird feeders and baths 
clean! Make sure your hummingbird feeders have a 
clear solution of sugar water – 4 (water) to 1 (plain 
sugar) ratio – which you change every several days. 
       Although the Poulsbo Library has opened 
their meeting rooms, they are currently limiting 
attendance capacity to 40 people. Our program 
meetings usually attract 50 t0 60 people, so we 
will continue meeting via Zoom until distancing 
restrictions are lifted. Our goal is to eventually hold 
hybrid meetings - in-person and on Zoom – this way 
all can join. Most of our programs are recorded and 
available on our website at  
https://www.kitsapaudubon.org/video
Annual Election of Executive Officers 
       We will conduct our annual election of officers 
during our April membership meeting. Those 
elected will serve one-year terms, beginning 
July 1st, 2022, and ending June 30th 2023.  Our 
Nominating Committee, chaired by Kathryn Owen, 
recommends the following slate: 
President: Lynn Willmott 
Vice President: Kevin Eyer 
Secretary: Judy Willott 
Treasurer: Sandy Bullock 
        Additional candidates may be nominated 
by any member; but those nominations must be 
received prior to our April meeting 
New osprey nest platform (see article page 7) 
       Kitsap Audubon is working with the North 
Kitsap School District, the Poulsbo Rotary and 
osprey consultant Jim Kaiser on plans to install a 
new osprey nest platform near the North Kitsap 
High School athletic fields. The cost will be splt 
between Kitsap Audubon and the Poulsbo Rotary.  
The new platform is part of a plan to relocate the 
pair that has been nesting on one of the stadium 

light towers in the school’s football field.
Seabeck Heron Rookery 
       Kitsap Audubon Society is working with the 
Hood Canal Environmental Council and Great 
Peninsula Conservancy to protect the Seabeck 
Heron Rookery identified in the WDFW Heron 
Priority Habitat Report as the Seabeck Creek Great 
Blue Heron Colony Breeding Area with about 130 
nests. The property was recently sold; but there will 
be continuing efforts to protect the rookery and 
encourage new owners to protect the rookery and 
adhere to Kitsap County and Washington Dept. 
Fish & Wildlife habitat management restrictions.  
Documents about this rookery can be downloaded 
at: https://1drv.ms/u/s!Atlve3_QPpmIifURQ6OBp
uqFNbbFFQ?e=4edQmp 
Bainbridge Island Earth Day Event: Our Education 
Committee will be exhibiting at the Bainbridge 
Island Earth Day celebration in BI Rotary Park from 
10:00 to 1:00 on Sunday, April 24.
Climate Watch, is a National Audubon program to 
survey bird populations in specific areas to see if 
they are being affected by climate change. Jennifer 
Standish, Chair, oversees the project for Kitsap 
Audubon, and she and her team of volunteers have 
just completed a Climate Watch survey.
Social Media Chair, Annie Bui, reported that: 
Kitsasp Audubon’s Facebook posts reach 1,920 
people, up 28%. Our Instagram account engages 
136, up 97%, with 75 new followers. This is great 
news for our presence on social media. See links at 
the bottom of this page.
Exciting news! The new budget just approved by 
the Washington State Legislature includes $300,000 
for restoration of Port Gamble Forest Heritage 
Park, and $196,000 for the Illahee Preserve 
Homestead I acquisition. 
      Thank you to our members and volunteers for 
all you do to help us take care of our birds and 
their habitats! 



Help us protect birds and  
habitat with an online  

donation between now and 
midnight on Tuesday, April 19.

Your online Great Give donation will be partially matched.  
https://www.KitsapGreatGive.org 

 

       Kitsap Audubon’s mission is to protect birds, wildlife habitat and the environment through  
education, active stewardship, public advocacy, and related programs and activities, such as: 

•  Helping raise millions of dollars to preserve forest and shoreline in Kitsap County, including 3,600 
acres now part of the Port Gamble Forest Heritage Park.

•  Awarding $71,500 in scholarships to Kitsap area students pursuing college degrees in fields  
related to our mission.

• Monthly programs and field trips that are free and open to the public

• Effective advocacy for legislation and policies that affect birds, wildlife habitat and the environment.
 

•  Public engagement in citizen science, habitat restoration and hands-on stewardship.   

Jay Wiggs Jay Wiggs



Field Trips & Festivals - Al Westphal, Field Trip Chair
COVID PRECAUTIONS!    We ask 
the following: (1) Each household 
must SIGN UP BY EMAIL IN 
ADVANCE with trip leaders; 
(2) be prepared to adhere to 
directives and advice from our 
public health departments; and 
(3) Be courteous toward others: 
If you are not well, especially 
coughing, sneezing, or wheezing, 
STAY HOME! 

Birding Festivals and Events: 
A complete summary of events 
statewide may be found at the 
Washington State Audubon site: 
http://wa.audubon.org/bird-
festivals-0

No event planned for April.  
Next outing will be announced in 
the May Kingfisher.

Field Trip Reports 
Fort Flagler/Marrowstone 
Island, February 19th.  Eleven 
birders began day of birding 
on Marrowstone Island in a 
chilly drizzle with a walk in the 
woods at Fort Flagler State 
Park.  The early birds were 
scant, highlighted by a single 
bedraggled Mourning Dove 
roosting in a fir tree.  Fortunes 
changed as weather improved 
and the group moved to the 
lower campground area where 

we were treated to great close 
up visits by a large flock of Pacific 
Black Brants and other seabirds, 
plus large numbers of Black 
Turnstones, Black-bellied Plovers, 
a single Black Oystercatcher, and 
other shorebirds; also Bald Eagles 
and a Northern Harrier making 
many low close hunting passes 
around the group.  Several other 
stops in the park plus Mystery 
Bay S.P. and Nordland produced 
a respectable trip list for the day 
of 64 species, but a great group 
of enthusiastic birders was what 
really made the day a success.

Wildlife Sightings - Janine Schutt
       On February 16, 2022, Arlen 
Price was surprised to find a black 
oystercatcher at Hawley Cove 
on Bainbridge Island.  Keep an 
eye out for black oystercatchers 
along rocky shorelines, as they 
are being spotted around Kitsap 
County with greater frequency.  
Send your interesting sightings to 
wildlifesightings@kitsapaudubon.
org.    
 
Notable Kitsap Bird Sightings 
from www.eBird.org:
Feb. 16 at Etta Turner Park in 
Port Orchard: 3 trumpeter swans, 
7 canvasbacks
Feb. 21 near Port Orchard: 1 

snow goose
Feb. 21 on Mission Lake (near 
Mason Co. line): 1 ruddy duck
March 6 at the Clear Creek Trail 
in Silverdale: 1 northern shrike 
March 6 at Restoration Point 
(SE Bainbridge Island): 1 greater 
white-fronted goose, 1 cackling 
goose, 25 Harlequin ducks, 13 
black scoters, 3 surfbirds, 1 
Wilson’s snipe, 1 northern saw-
whet owl
March 6 at Port Gamble: 10 black 
oystercatchers, 1 western gull, 
1 Iceland gull, 1 white-throated 
sparrow
March 6 near Hawley Cove Park 
on Bainbridge Island: 1 swamp 

sparrow
March 10 in Seabeck: 1 herring 
gull
March 11 near Suquamish: 16 
trumpeter swans flying north
March 12 in East Bremerton: 1 
peregrine falcon
March 12 at Manchester State 
Park: 1 hermit thrush
March 13 at Fay Bainbridge Park: 
1 eared grebe
March 13 near Foulweather Bluff 
(Hansville): 3 Virginia rails
March 13 at Point No Point 
(Hansville): 1 barn owl
March 14 at the Clear Creek Trail 
in Silverdale: 13 cackling geese

Black Oystercatcher 
photographed by Arlen 
Price in Hawley Cove on 
Bainbrdige Island.

Northern Shrike 
photographed by Janine 
Schutt on the Clear Creek 
Trail.

http://wa.audubon.org/bird-festivals-0
http://wa.audubon.org/bird-festivals-0
http://www.ebird.org


Bird of the Month: White-crowned Sparow 
by Janine Schutt

 You know it’s spring when the white-
crowned sparrows are singing everywhere–in parks, 
backyards, and even parking lots.  An abundant 
Kitsap species in spring and summer and less 
common in fall and winter, its presence delights 
birders and non-birders alike.  Here are some 
fascinating facts about the white-crowned sparrow: 

•  Year-round in much of the western United States.
•  Many breed in Canada and Alaska and winter in 
southern states and Mexico.
•  Prefers open, shrubby habitat.
•  With its distinctive plumage and song, it is one of 
the easiest sparrows to identify.
•  Eats seeds, insects, caterpillars, and berries.
•  Uses a two-footed double-kick to scratch for food 
in leaf litter.
•  Prefers to nest on the ground or in low, dense 

shrubs.
•  Breeding pairs part ways at the end of breeding 
season and about ⅔ of them reconnect the next year.
•  Fledglings learn to fly about a week after leaving 
the nest.  
•  Young siblings stay together for at least two 
months before venturing out on their own.
•  Clutch size is 3-7 eggs.  Pairs may raise 2 or 3 
broods per year.
•  A juvenile male learns its song from exposure 
to singing birds in its neighborhood, not from its 
father.
•  A migrant can travel 300 miles in a single night.
•  Willing to share its territory with fox sparrows, 
but chases away chipping sparrows and dark-eyed 
juncos.
•  Often found alongside golden-crowned sparrows 
in winter.

Photos of adult (left) and immature (right) White-crowned 
Sparrows by Janine Schutt.

       Kitsap Audubon has donated $1,000 to become a sponsor of the 2022 Pathways Conference,  
hosted by Colorado Stae University in collaboration with the Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife.  This year’s theme is “Life Without Salmon?” 



2022  Legislative Session Recap
The 60-day legislative session wrapped up on 

March 10 with some fantastic victories for birds, as 
well as important policies that didn’t make the cut. 

Clean Energy and Climate Resilience 
Climate change is the number one threat to birds 
and people. Wisely planning for a 100% clean 
energy future with healthy communities and 
abundant birds is essential to building a resilient 
future. That’s why Audubon Washington had two 
climate priorities this session: incorporating climate 
change in our state’s Growth Management Act 
(GMA), and promoting an equitable buildout of well-
sited solar energy. 

A disappointing loss - HB 1099 dies in the final 
moments. This year’s legislative session was a 
critical deadline for updating the GMA before 
comprehensive planning for the next decade 
begins. HB 1099, which we’ve worked on diligently 
for multiple sessions, finally passed out of both 
chambers of the legislature but died when the 
House ran out of time to agree to late-session 
changes in the bill. This is a major disappointment, 
causing advocates for climate resilience planning to 
regroup and consider next steps.

Our efforts to support well-sited and equitable 
solar energy helped pass HB 1814, which creates 
a new low-income solar incentive program with 
precedent-setting language defining ‘preferred 
sites’ in state law. This bill will bring the benefits of 
solar energy to vulnerable communities and protect 
birds from solar development by guiding projects 
towards buildings, parking lots, and other locations 
that don’t displace wildlife habitat or prime 
farmland. The bill’s prime sponsor, Representative 
Sharon Shewmake, deserves special praise for 
stewarding this bill through a very challenging 
legislative session. The many local Audubon 
chapters who supported these efforts with letters to 
the editor in their local papers also deserve credit 
for the passage of this important bill. 

Coastal Program: Puget Sound 
Unfortunately SB 5885, our priority bill for 
protecting Puget Sound coastline, didn’t make 
it across the finish line this year. One major 
impediment to healthy shorelines is the presence 
of countless (truly, uncounted) structures like 
bulkheads and rock walls that destroy critical habitat 
for forage fish, further threatening species who 
rely on them like the Rhinoceros Auklet. SB 5885 

would have provided a comprehensive assessment 
of our shoreline conditions, to get a more accurate 
estimate of unpermitted and derelict structures that 
are negatively impacting our shores.  This bill was a 
casualty of attacks from opponents who expressed 
concerns about the potential for enforcement 
actions against illegal and environmentally 
harmful structures. While this legislation didn’t 
pass, it’s imperative that we stay engaged and 
demonstrate broad public support for habitat 
recovery in Puget Sound. 

In other news, we supported the successful 
passage of SB 5619, legislation that calls on the 
Department of Natural Resources to develop a plan 
to conserve and restore 10,000 acres of native kelp 
and eelgrass beds by 2040. This is welcome news 
for species who rely on those ecosystems!

Sageland birds will be safer thanks to an 
important budget win: Washington’s Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) secured funding for 
new staff to help them respond to the major influx 
of solar projects in the Columbia Plateau. This 
additional staffing will allow DFW to effectively 
manage our growing demand for clean energy, and 
ensure these projects are well-sited, protecting 
sagebrush birds like the Sage Thrasher and Greater 
Sage-grouse. Along this same vein, we successfully 
maintained funding secured in 2021 for Washington 
State University’s least conflict solar siting process.  
While we celebrate these wins, other sageland 
priorities saw less success. HB 1891, a bill that 
would have supported a pilot project for 
rangeland wildfire protections, fizzled out early in 
the legislative process. 

Bird-Friendly Communities - Outdoor Education 
for All - HB 2078 passed! We are thrilled that 
more 5th and 6th graders across Washington will 
have greater opportunities to access the outdoors, 
thanks to this new grant program which will be 
set up through the Office of the Superintendent 
of Public Schools. Seward Park Audubon Center 
testified in support of this legislation, offering an 
important and vivid example of how nature and 
birds can transform a child’s life to ensure a resilient 
Washington state for all birds and people.
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NK High School Osprey 
nest to be relocated       
  

       The North Kitsap School 
District is preparing to 
relocate the pair of ospreys 
that have been nesting on 
one of the NK High School 
football field light towers for 
the last seven years.  The 
accumulating weight of the 
nest threatens to collapse 
the structure supporting it. 
The nest also poses a fire 
hazard. 
       Kitsap Audubon and 
the Poulsbo Roatary have 
agreed to split the cost 
of installing a new nest platform near the athletic field. Jim Kaiser, 
a consultant who specializes in osprey nest relocations and nest 
platform construction will oversee the project.  After the nest is 
removed, special excluders designed by Jim Kaiser will be installed 
on the four larger light towers to prevent the ospreys from rebuilding 
there. 
       The work must be completed between October 1, 2022, and  
April 1, 2023, because it is unlawful to disturb an active nest.  The 
ospreys leave in late September for Central America, and return in 
early April.
       The Poulsbo Roatry and Kitsap Audubon initially planned to install 
an osprey nest in Poulso’s Fish Park; but after a site visit, Jim Kaiser 
concluded that the park was not a suitable location.  
       Jim also managed the relocation of the osprey pair in Poulsbo’s 
Strawberry Field eight years ago on behalf of Kitsap Audubon.  
Ospreys add nest material every year, and the accumulted weight of 
that nest also threatens to collapse the nest platform.  Nest material 
will be removed from this nest during the NK High School relocation. 
Photo by Jay Wiggs.

“We are Puget Sound” 
YouTube Video Series
       Here is a link to a five-minute YouTube video by Suquamish 
Tribal Chairman Leonard Forsman on: Tribal Treaty Rights and 
Salmon Recovery in the Salish Sea.

https://youtu.be/MebGBqfqM5Q

It is one in a We are Puget Sound series of YouTube videos 
sponsored by the Washington Environmental Council. 

https://youtu.be/MebGBqfqM5Q
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Address Service Requested

The mission of the Kitsap Audubon Society is to preserve the natural world 
through education, environmental study and habitat protection, and to 
promote awareness and enjoyment of local and regional natural areas.

Visit our website at https:www.kitsapaudubon.org

Kitsap Audubon Society - Membership Renewal
Join/Renew online at http:/www.kitsapaudubon.org/membership 

or make check payable to KAS and mail to KAS, PO Box 961, Poulsbo, WA 98370   

Name _________________________________________________________ Phone ________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________ State ___________Zip _______________
Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

 Check here to receive your Kingfisher via Email and save us the expense of printing and mailing.     
  Members receive ten issues of the Kingfisher newsletter each year.

Select Category Of Membership:
 Individual Annual Membership $20  Individual LIFE Membership $300
 Family Annual Membership $30  Family LIFE Membership $500
 Contributing Annual Membership $50  Supporting Annual Membership $100 
 Sustaining Annual Membership $75 (Contact KAS Treasurer for LIFE Membership payment options)

Additional donation:   Scholarships $______   Audubon Adventures $ _______   Other $________

The Kitsap Audubon Society is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible. 

Your contact information is not sold, disclosed or shared with any entity outside KAS. 

The Kingfisher is the newsletter of the 
Kitsap Audubon Society, P.O. Box 961, 
Poulsbo, WA 98370. It is published 
ten times a year, September to June. 
Submissions from readers are welcome. 
We reserve the right to edit for space, 
grammar or legal reasons. Email text or 
photographs to genebullock@comcast.
net or mail to Gene Bullock, 1754 
NE Mesford Rd., Unit 5, Poulsbo WA 
98370. Our deadline is the 15th of the 
preceding month.

To receive your Kingfisher via email 
and save us the expense of printing 
and mailing, send your request to 
genebullock@comcast.net.


