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       Bird migration is all around 
us.  When we see a flying 
bird, we may wonder what its 
final destination.  But not all 
flying birds are migrating and 
not all bird species migrate.  
Unraveling the mysteries of 
migration has preoccupied 
generations of ornithologists; 
even John James Audubon 
wondered if the phoebes in 
his yard during the  summer 
returned year after year.  After 
finding the string he had tied 
to their legs the summer 
before still attached when they 
returned, he knew they were 
returning from unkown distant 
lands.
       In this talk we’ll delve into 
the mystery of bird migration, 
exploring the revelations 
about this phenomenon we’ve 
accumulated since Audubon’s 
day.  Some migrate to our 
latitudes to breed, returning 
to tropical climes to spend our 
winter; others visit us only in 
winter before returning 
to their arctic 
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haunts.  
And a few are 
passage migrants, 
stopping by 
on their way to 
or from their 
distant homes.  
We’ll explore 
the diversity 
of migration 
strategies and 
some of their 
most remarkable 
migration journeys.   
And we’ll examine the mechanics 
of migration, the adaptations that 
birds have evolved and the special 
skills they need to successfully 
navigate across vast territories.  
        Dan Froehlich is a freelance 
ornithologist researching life-
history strategies of birds around 
the globe and offering guided 
explorations of landscapes and 
their avian denizens.  He has 
worked on projects from the 
northern 

Reminder 
      

Members will be asked to vote at the March 9th general 
meeting on a motion from the KAS Board to amend our

Bequest Management Policy.  Full details were provided in the 
February Kingfisher, which is available on our website at:  

http://www.kitsapaudubon.org/newsletter/

extremes of Siberia to the 
chilly Ethiopian Highlands, from 
barren Barrow Alaska to the 
steaming Peruvian Amazon.  
When he is not immersed in 
remote environments catching 
and banding birds, he most 
enjoys sharing his enthusiasm 
for birds and how they navigate 
the challenges of their particular 
habitats and providing an 
evolutionary context for the 
marvels we have the privilege of 
witnessing.
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President’s Letter - Sandy Bullock
Our Nominating Committee 

is currently scouting for members 
willing to run for open positions 
on the Board for the coming year 
beginning July first.  For Board 
members who are not officers, it 
is a commitment to one dinner 
meeting per month, although 
several also chair committees.  
Board meetings can cover current 
environmental and legislative 
information from our Washington 
Audubon state chapter; other 
chapters’ and organizations’ 
requests for support on local 
issues affecting birds and habitat; 
and issues that affect Kitsap 
Audubon’s “own back yard.”  The 
Board is also responsible for the 
governance of KAS according to 
its Bylaws and related policies, 
and keeping the membership 
informed of important issues 
and coming events.  Every Board 
I’ve served on has dealt with the 
business that has come before it 
in an atmosphere of respect and 
friendly cooperation.  If you want 
more information or think you 
might like to join this group, talk 
to any Board member.   
       The Committee’s 
recommended slate of officers 
will be announced at the March 
meeting.  The election will take 
place at the April meeting, at 
which time nominations will also 
be open from the floor.  

It’s nearly time for the Kitsap 
Great Give again.  This designated 
day of giving in early May, is 
a 24 hour period where non-
profits all over Kitsap County can 
receive donations, matching fund 
amounts, and compete for special 
cash prizes.  Last year, Kitsap  
non-profits shared in over 
$1,200,000 raised in the 24 hour 
period.  Kitsap Audubon received 

nearly $1,400 in donations and 
matching funds.  We’ve registered 
again this year.  According to 
the rules, it’s too early to tell 
you more right now, but April’s 
Kingfisher will have all the details.

If you’re on the verge of 
Spring fever and feeling the 
urge to try a different birding 
spot, there’s a wonderful new 
Heritage Park overlook about 
a mile from Port Gamble.  Our 
Kitsap County Parks Department 
has done a great job providing 
off-road parking and a short 
walkable trail to the beach area, 
with two overlooks along the way.  
Across the road is parking for a 
trail head with a portable toilet.  
On February 11th, a small but 
enthusiastic group of KAS birders 
enjoyed a brisk, but productive 
morning there, topped off with 
coffee and pastries just down 
the road in Port Gamble.  It was 
a great way to spend a Saturday 
morning.      
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Ridgefield NWR: Saturday 
– Sunday, March 11 – 12 
(overnight).  This trip 
is fully subscribed.  You 
can contact Al Westphal 
via email at westphalac@
aol.com for a spot on the 
standby list.  For more 
info on the refuge, visit: 
https://www.fws.gov/
ridgefieldrefuges/complex/ 

Circumnavigate 
Bainbridge Island: 
Saturday, March 25 (BI 
Parks & Rec. event).  
Aboard the ADMIRAL PETE 
with George Gerdts as leader/
naturalist.  Expect great looks at 
three species of cormorants; sea 
ducks; rocky-shore sandpipers; 
a Bald Eagle or two; great 
scenery; and a unique, close-up 
view of the Bainbridge Island 
shoreline.  To reserve a space 
call the Bainbridge Island Parks 
and Recreation Department at 
206-842-2306 ext. 118.  The 
trip starts at 10:00 AM, with 
boarding at 09:45 and returns 
to the Bainbridge City Dock by 
2:00 PM.  Cost is $85.00.  ($5.00 
fee for non-Bainbridge Island 
participants).  E-mail George at 
geopandion@gmail.com or call or 
206-817-6979 or 206-842-8138.  
KAS members will have 20% of 
the cost of the trip donated to 
KAS. Be sure to tell the BI Parks 
when you sign up that you are a 
KAS member so the donation can 
be made.  A map of Bainbridge 
Island will be sent to you via 
e-mail.  

Sandhill Crane Festival 
(Othello, WA): March 24-
26, 2017.  Visit http://www.
othellosandhillcranefestival.org/ 
 

Point No Point/Hansville: 
Saturday, March 25.  Al & 
Andrew Westphal, leaders, 
westphalac@aol.com, 206-

780-7844 (e-mail preferred).  If 
you aren’t with George on his 
excellent boat trip, join us for one 
last shot at the wintering seabirds 
of Kitsap County’s premier IBA 
(Important Bird Area).  We’ll 
divide our time between a sea 
watch and a walk along the 
marsh trail at Point No Point, 
then finish the morning with a 
stop at Norwegian Point Park.  
We’ll meet at the Point No Point 
County Park parking area at 8:30 
to start off.

Olympic Birdfest: April 7 - 9. 
Enjoy guided birding trips, 
boat tours, live auction & 
raffle, gala banquet, and more.  
Details and directions at www.
olympicbirdfest.org

Seattle’s Montlake Fill: Saturday, 
April 22 (half-day).  Al & Andrew 
Westphal, leaders, westphalac@
aol.com, 206-780-7844 (e-mail 
preferred).  The Montlake Fill 
is an extraordinary natural 
area adjacent to UW and Lake 
Washington’s Union Bay, and it 
should be full of spring birds, 
waterfowl, and others by late-
April.  Meet at the birders’ kiosk 
at the west end of the Center for 
Urban Horticulture, 3501 NE 41st 
Street, Seattle 98105.  Parking is 
free.  (About 15 min. from Seattle 
Ferry or 30 min. from Edmonds 
ferry terminal).  Meeting time 
about 8 a.m.  (Take 7:05 ferry 

from Bainbridge or Kingston.)

Theler Wetlands (Belfair): 
Saturday, May 13 (half-
day).  Al & Andrew Westphal, 
Leaders: 206-780-7844 or 
westphalac@aol.com (e-mail 
preferred) to register.  An 
annual favorite.  Lots of spring 
arrivals should be present, 
especially big numbers and 
a nice variety of swallows.  
Maybe a few good warblers 
too.  We encourage families to 
bring children, 3rd grade and 
above.  Meet 8:30 a.m. at the 

Theler Wetlands Nature Center.  
It is on Highway 3 at the 2nd 
red light, just south of Belfair in 
Mason County.

Field Trip Report 
Port Washington Narrows 
morning trip, February 18, led 
by Gene and Sandy Bullock:  
Despite nonstop drizzle, 13 adults 
and two young birders peered 
through misted lenses at the 
marine birds that winter along the 
shores of Bremerton city parks.  
Four Eurasian Wigeons, with 
their distinctive rufous-red heads, 
foraged on land and sea among 
many hundreds of American 
Wigeons.  Views from Lion’s Field 
included half a dozen Long-tailed 
Ducks, plus many small rafts of 
Surf and White-winged Scoters, 
and both Barrows and Common 
Goldeneyes.  At Evergreen Park, 
hundreds of milling wigeons 
surrounded a lone male Common 
Merganser; and we had distant 
views of scoters, grebes and 
Harlequin Ducks. Lower Rota 
Vista Park featured dozens of 
Pelagic Cormorants huddled 
along the underside rails of the 
Warren Avenue Bridge. Total 
species for the day: 25. Eight 
birders stayed for the traditional 
post-trip lunch at the Boatshed 
Restuarant.

Field Trips & Festivals - Al & Andrew Westphal
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       Please send an e-mail to the Board of Natural Resources supporting Alternative G, the Conservation 
Alternative for the Long Term Conservation Strategy for the Marbled Murrelet. This is the only alternative 
designed to make long-term contributions to Marbled Murrelet conservation and to timber industry 
sustainability in our state. The e-mail address is sepacenter@dnr.wa.gov.  Please put SEPA File No. 12-
042001 in the text of the e-mail.  THIS IS DUE BY MARCH 9 AT 5:00 PM.  The above sentences can be 
used.
       Even though KAS and many Audubon chapters have written letters, letters from individuals are also 
vitally important.  Please call or e-mail me with any questions.  dianebachen@comcast.net or 360-649-6903.

Call for Donations of Cookies & Yarn

Wildlife Sightings - Joan Carson

       Sharron Ham and Diane Bachen collect yarn year round, which Kathy Swartz takes to the Purdy 
Women’s Prison. Volunteers there knit hats, scarves and other items of clothing, which they donate for 
our annual Christmas Mitten Tree. If you have yarn to donate, bring it to one of our regular meetings or 
contact Sharron or Diane (see contact information in the lefthand column on Page 2).
       As our wonderful devoted Refreshment Chair, Sharron also welcomes donations of cookies, snacks 
and other dessert goodies, as well as volunteer helpers, at our monthly meetings.

(joanpcarson@comcast.net, 
or (360-779-2612) 
       Even before Valentine’s Day, 
courting birds have been making 
the yard interesting. It’s always 
a surprise to discover how early 
the Anna’s hummingbirds start 
their nesting activities. A pair of 
bald eagles are showing signs 
of nesting somewhere near and 
considering how small my dog is, 
it’s a little intimidating. Especially 
when the two land in one of the 
tall fires and begin their romantic 
shrieking. 

Feb. 14 – Connie Bickerton 
reported that a horned lark has 
been hanging out at Foulweather 
Bluff west of Hansville. Feb. 12 – 
Rosemary Engle and her husband 
driving along I-90, between 
Moses Lake and Cle Elum, 
counted 49 red-tailed hawks! 
Feb. 12 – Connie Bickerton, Schel 
Chelb Estuary on Bainbridge, 
had 2 black turnstones hanging 
out with a pair of killdeer. Both 
were on the beach across from 
the estuary. Feb. 10 –Barbara 
Mitchusson, Lemolo, passed 
along some helpful information 

on flying geese. “Ever notice 
when geese fly in a V formation, 
one side is always slightly longer 
than the other? That is because 
there are more geese on that 
side.” Feb. 5 – Joan Morrison, 
just east of Port Angeles on the 
Olympic Peninsula, reported 
feeding about 30 Anna’s 
hummingbirds all winter. Her 
neighbors all went south so she’s 
the best place in town with three 
feeders having to be filled daily. 

Jan. 19 – Alice Houge, 
Yukon Harbor, reported 3 barn 
swallows flying around her 
house. Connie Bickerton passed 
along a Tweeter’s report that 4 
barn swallows had been seen at 
Nisqually. Brad Waggoner noted 
such reports have occurred over 
the past 20 years and one reason 
given is a navigation error by 
the birds. It sends them in the 
wrong direction. That’s also why 
rare bird sightings happen. Jan. 
19 – Carl Broberg overlooking 
Phinney Bay in Bremerton, 
reports that cormorants (either 
double-crested or pelagic) are 
roosting in a cluster of fir trees 

on the Bay’s shoreline just a 
few hundred feet south of the 
Bremerton Yacht Club. He thinks 
they have replaced the great blue 
herons that once roosted in the 
same trees. Jan. 19 – Gene and 
Linda Daniels, Virginia Point, had 
5 male ring-necked ducks, and a 
couple of females, on the water 
in front of their home. They have 
seen them across the water near 
Keyport before but never in their 
protected little bay north of the 
Causeway. They still have a snow 
goose in with the Canada geese 
flock. Jan. 16 – Kathy Swartz, 
Port Orchard, sent in a beautiful 
photo of a male varied thrush 
in her yard. They seem scarce 
this winter despite the snow and 
cold. Jan. 15 – Ron and Susie 
Chapman sent in a photo of a 
yellow-rumped warbler drinking 
from their hummingbird feeder. 
Hummers not happy.

Need reports for next month. 
How about some spring sightings 
like rufous hummingbirds, 
swallows, warblers, etc.?

Save Marbled Murrelets! 



       Kitsap Audubon’s 
Membership Meeting for 
September 1984, was a 
presentation of a traveling slide 
show created by KAS Members. 
It was put together by Maxine 
Doyle as an educational tool. It 
had visited several classrooms 
throughout the County as well as 
various garden clubs and other 
organizations who had requested 
such a program. The review by 
members was to see if some 
new slides could be furnished 
for those needing replacement. 
September’s field trip was the 
Hoh Elk Watch at the cabin 
of Paul & Joan Carson on the 
Olympic Peninsula. In addition 
to looking for elk, participants 
would also engage in some 
mushroom hunting and hope for 
sightings of the ruffed or blue 
grouse. A request from Seattle 
Audubon for eagle sightings in 
Washington State showed a much 
different picture of this bird’s 
status at that time compared 
to today. “Washington has, in 
addition to its nesting population 
of bald eagles, the highest 
number of wintering bald eagles 
in the lower 48 states. When you 
see an eagle this fall or winter, 
note its location and the number 
of birds.” The last survey in 2015 
showed Washington had 1,334 
nest sites. In 1980 there were 
104 nesting birds. The figures 
nationally are also impressive. 
Nationwide (excepting Alaska), 
the number of nesting pairs in 
1980 was 500. The last count 
showed over 5,000 nesting 
pair. Total number of eagles in 
North America is about 70,000 
birds. Also that September, 
the KAS budget for 1984/85 
totaled $4,275 with the three 
largest amounts going to the 
newsletter ($1,100); education 

and scholarships ($500); Audubon 
lobbyist in Olympia ($300).
 The October program 
was a slide show given by Jim 
Erickson, the wildlife biologist 
for Northwest Trek in Tacoma. It 
gave a general overview of Trek’s 
operation with an emphasis on 
the Park’s migratory waterfowl. 
Also included was a segment 
covering the development 
of a baby eagle born at Trek. 
September’s field trip would be 
to Fay Bainbridge State Park on 
Bainbridge Island. The trip was a 
review of the Park’s habitat and 
what birds might be expected 
on the December Christmas 
Count. The newsletter reminded 
members that it was a good 
time of the year to buy their 
Duck Stamp. These stamps that 
support the National Wildlife 
Refuges throughout the United 
States are considered by some 
as their “Bird Watcher’s Pass.” 
The habitat the refuges protect 
supports more than ducks and 
are some of the most popular 
birdwatching areas in the country. 
Also included in the October 
newsletter was a two-page 
questionnaire asking for member 
input concerning programs, 
field trips and other areas. It 
was designed to encourage 
more members to become more 
involved in the organization. 
KAS, through the efforts of Bob 
and Linda Bourner, was getting 
a good price for bird seed and 
the staggering amount of three 
thousand pounds at their last 
pick-up was waiting for members 
in the Carson’s basement.
 November’s Membership 
program was given by a 
“Strigidologist.” (Jamie Acker 
will know what that is.) Dorothy 
Siewiers was known as the “owl 
lady” in the King County area. 

Her work with Northwest owls 
over a period of many years 
earned her the right to be called 
by that name. It means, “one 
involved in the study and care 
of owls.” Part of her program 
focused on the plight of the 
spotted owls on the Olympic 
Peninsula. Two field trips were 
planned for the month of 
November and they would also 
be part of the preparation for the 
December bird count. One trip 
would cover South Kitsap birding 
areas and the second trip would 
cover North Kitsap. Bird seed 
was in the headlines in November 
as it was the preceding month. 
The three thousand pounds sold 
out rapidly and a waiting list 
was growing. In addition to the 
regular three thousand pounds 
of black oil sunflower seeds an 
additional one thousand pounds 
of regular seed mix would be 
available for the first time. 
(Sounds like a rush for nylon 
stockings after World War 2). 
Bob Wiltermood’s monthly report 
from Ruby Creek Marsh in South 
Kitsap noted that the area saw its 
123rd bird species, a white-fronted 
goose. It was also the first 
recorded sighting of that species 
for Kitsap County. With Christmas 
not far off, the newsletter listed 
the books which Kitsap Audubon 
had for sale at the Membership 
Meetings. Over twenty titles 
ranging from coloring books on 
birds to watching butterflies, 
Pacific Northwest wildflowers and 
numerous books on birds were in 
the mix.
 There was no December 
newsletter for 1984 and I can’t 
remember why. Maybe this editor 
decided the holidays and the Bird 
Count were too much for her. On 
to 1985. END 

KAS History - 1984 to Conclusion - Joan Carson



       Watching, feeding and 
photographing birds are among 
the most popular pastimes in 
America. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service estimates that 50 
million U.S. adults buy a million 
tons of bird seed every year. Bird 
watching pumps billions of dollars 
into local businesses. Based on 
USFWS surveys, bird watching as 
a business generates about $107 
billion in annual revenues.
       As our most visible wildlife 
neighbors, birds appeal to people 
for a variety reasons.  They come 
in beautiful, and often breath-
taking colors. Their joyous spring 
songs, spectacular migrations, 
and behavior fascinate and 
delight observers. Identifying 
them challenges the imagination 
and the desire to learn more 
about nature. 
       Birds have inspired poets 
and story-tellers for thousands 
of years -- and who hasn’t envied 
their freedom of the skies.  But 
people were fascinated with birds 
long before recorded history. The 
evidence can be found in crude 
drawings on the walls of Stone 
Age caves. Ancient cultures have 
left remarkable examples of art 
work and carvings depicting 
birds. The hieroglyphic writings 
of ancient Egyptians employed 
many bird characters, which are 
preserved on monuments and 
temples. The sacred Ibis has been 
nearly exterminated in lands 
where it was once worshipped. 
Birds figured importantly in the 
art and myths of the Mayas; 
and the Aztecs once imposed 
the death penalty for killing a 
Quetzal because its feathers 
were so prized by royalty. Today 
the Quetzal is threatened with 
extinction by poachers who snare 
the birds at their nests for zoos 
and collectors.

       There are numerous Biblical 
references to birds.  One passage 
(Numbers 11:31) relates “And a 
wind went forth from the Lord 
and brought quails from the 
sea, . . . so that they covered 
the ground to a height of two 
cubits.” In Job 39:26, “Doth 
the hawk fly by thy wisdom 
and stretch her wings toward 
the south?” In another famous 
passage (Jeremiah 8:7), “The 
stork in the heaven knoweth her 
appointed time and the turtle 
[dove] and the crane and the 
swallow observe the time of their 
coming.”
       Aristotle conducted 
anatomical studies of birds 300 
years before the Christian era and 
devised a classification system for 
170 kinds of birds.
       During the early Christian 
era, ornithology, like all sciences 
except medicine, suffered a 
relapse, because scientific 
pursuits were considered 
antireligious, and sometimes 
resulted in persecution. Further 
progress had to await the 12th 
Century Renaissance, when 

the study of nature blossomed 
throughout Europe.
       Although Native Americans 
made extensive use of birds for 
food, clothing and ornaments, 
the first published reference 
to birds in America pertains to 
Columbus. With his crew starving 
and on the verge of rebellion, 
he sighted land birds out at sea 
and followed them to land.  If 
he hadn’t changed course to 
follow these birds it would have 
changed American history. 
       But the increasing demands 
of an ever-expanding human 
population and the pervasive 
use of pesticides have caused 
dramatic declines in songbirds 
around the globe. Species that 
have survived for millions of year 
may soon reach the end of the 
line because of human activity 
and habitat loss.
 
Photo: Bird characters in 
ancient Egyptian hieroglyphic 
writing.

Bird Watching’s Timeless Appeal - Gene Bullock
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The mission of the Kitsap Audubon Society is to preserve the natural world 
through education, environmental study and habitat protection, and to 
promote awareness and enjoyment of local and regional natural areas.

Visit our website at www.kitsapaudubon.org

Kitsap Audubon Society - Membership Renewal
Make check payable to KAS and mail to KAS, PO Box 961, Poulsbo, WA 98370 

Name _________________________________________________________ Phone ________________________
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Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

 Check here to receive your Kingfisher via Email and save us the expense of printing and mailing.     
  Members receive ten issues of the Kingfisher newsletter each year.

Select Category Of Membership:
 Individual Annual Membership $20  Individual LIFE Membership $300
 Family Annual Membership $30  Family LIFE Membership $500
 Contributing Annual Membership $50  Supporting Annual Membership $100 
 Sustaining Annual Membership $75 (Contact KAS Treasurer for LIFE Membership payment options
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The Kitsap Audubon Society is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible. 

Your contact information is not sold, disclosed or shared with any entity outside KAS. 

The Kingfisher is the newsletter of the 
Kitsap Audubon Society, P.O. Box 961, 
Poulsbo, WA 98370. It is published 
ten times a year, September to June. 
Submissions from readers are welcome. 
We reserve the right to edit for space, 
grammar or legal reasons. Email text or 
photographs to genebullock@comcast.
net or mail to Gene Bullock, 1968 
NE Lind Ct., Poulsbo WA 98370. Our 
deadline is the 15th of the preceding 
month.

To receive your Kingfisher via email 
and save us the expense of printing 
and mailing, send your request to 
genebullock@comcast.net.


