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     The Salish Sea is home to 
172 different species of birds 
and an amazing assortment of 
marine mammals, fishes and 
invertebrates. It is an economic 
driver and spiritual backbone of 
our region. Co-author Joe Gaydos 
will entertain us with spectacular 
photos and stories of the wildlife 
in this amazing ecosystem.
     Joe Gaydos is a Senior Wildlife 
Veterinarian and Chief Scientist 
for the SeaDoc Society. He has 
been working on the science 

needed to conserve fish and 
wildlife populations in the Salish 
Sea for well over a decade and 
recently co-authored Salish Sea: 
Jewel of the Pacific Northwest 
with Audrey Benedict (Sasquatch 
Books). Copies of this beautifully 
illustrated book will be on sale, 
and Joe is willing to autograph 
your copy. 
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Extraordinary tales from 
the Salish Sea

June 25 Picnic - Live Birds
       West Sound Wildlife Shelter will display live birds and animals at the 
Kitsap Audubon annual family pot-luck picnic on Saturday, June 25, from 
Noon to 4:00 p.m., at Island Lake County Park. Bring a favorite dish,  
dessert or salad to share, plus your own cups, plates, utensils.  
We’ll provide a main dish, coffee and beverages.
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Kitsap Audubon Awards
 $6,000 in Scholarships     

Kitsap Audubon Society meets the 2nd Thursday of each month, September through May, 7:00 to 9:00 
p.m., on the lower level of  the Poulsbo Library, 700 NE Lincoln Rd.  Open to the public.  Free parking.
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President’s Letter -  Sandy Bullock
 Notice: No inspiring letter 

this month. President in shop for 
maintenance.

After a thorough inspection, 
at 75,000 plus miles, the verdict 
was, “engine still running well, but 
knees need to be replaced.”  So 
for the last 2 weeks your president 
has been relegated to the bench, 
watching the rest of the team 
play.  And from what I’ve heard, 
the team did an exceptional job 
on April 14th.

All seems to be going well, 
and I should back in the lineup 
for May.  Thank you to all who 
gave the current officers a vote 
of confidence by returning them 
for a second term.  Be sure to 

mark your calendars for the Kitsap 
Great Give on May 3rd, and the 
movie, THE MESSENGER on May 
19th.  More details follow in this 
issue. 
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     Kitsap Audubon will award four 
scholarships, worth a total of $6,000at 
the May meeting.
The Ann Sleight Memorial 
Scholarship of $3,000 will be 
awarded to a Kitsap County resident 
who has successfully completed at 
least one academic year toward a 
four-year degree in a field related 
to Kitsap Audubon’s mission. This 
is the first year this scholarship has 
been offered, but it will be awarded 
annually as funds allow.  

Three $1,000 scholarships will 
be presented to Kitsap County 
graduating high school seniors who 
plan to pursue an academic degree or 
two-year certificate in a field related 
to Kitsap Audubon’s mission. 
      Recipients were selected by a 
Scholarship Committee chaired by 
Sandy Bullock. Other members of the 
committee are Diane Bachen, Sharron 
Ham, Kristina Hart, Sara & Byron 
Kane, Annamarie Lavieri and Lynn 
Willmott.  

        If you have yarn to donate, bring it to our monthly meeting 
or contact either Diane Bachen (dianebachen@comcast.net) 
or Sharron Ham (shabobham@comcast.net). Kathy Swartz will 
take your donated yarn to the women’s prison in Purdy, where 
volunteer inmates use your donated yarn to knit hats, mittens 
and scarves for our annual Christmas Mitten Tree.

Collecting Yarn     



Janine Schutt to receive 
2016 Kingfisher Award

       The annual Stillwaters EcoFest will be on Saturday, June 4, 2016, from 11 am to 3 p.m.  
This year EcoFest is getting a new look! Join others for an interactive and exciting twist on the day, a 
Kingston community science and nature festival. Come and discover what Stillwaters science is all about. 
The day will include mini-field trips and classes, discovery walks & talks, and other hands-on learning 
activities. Visit and enjoy the campus with family; build habitat huts with your children, learn about West 
Sound Wildlife’s critter ambassadors, lunch on delicious food. There will still be a lot to learn, but less 
clutter, more nature! Admission is free!

       For information, contact Naomi Maasberg, 360-297-1226.  
naomi@stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.org 
www.stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.org

Stillwaters EcoFest 2016

       Janine Schutt will be 
presented with the 2016 
Kingfisher Award at the May 
meeting of Kitsap Audubon. 
The Kingfisher Award is Kitsap 
Audubon’s highest honor, 
and is awarded each year to 
an individual or couple for 
outstanding dedication and 
service to Kitsap Audubon and its 
mission for at least five years.
       Janine has been an officer 
on the Board for five years, 
including two as President, two 
as Vice President, and one as 
Immediate Past President. She 
has also served for the last two 
years as Compiler for the annual 
Kitsap Audubon Christmas Bird 
Count. She has helped monitor 
and maintain the Seabeck Purple 
Martin colony, and has led bird 
walks for Girl Scout and Cub 
Scout groups, as well as given 
PowerPoint presentations on 
birds for local groups.              
       Janine has also served 
as a chapel volunteer at the 
Washington Corrections Center 
for Women in Gig Harbor and 
the Mission Creek Corrections 
Center for Women in Belfair, 
where she currently serves as 
Catholic Chaplain.  She also 
works for the Central School 
District as a special education 
paraeducator.

       Janine is a skilled wildlife 
photographer who has won 
recognition for her bird photos 
in the Kitsap Sun. Her upbeat 
personality and enthusiasm never 
fail to buoy those around her, 
and her passion for birdwatching 
is a source of inspiration for many 
of us. [Photo by Barbara Schutt]

Kingfisher Award 
Honor Roll

2016 – Janine Schutt
2015 – Sharron Ham
2014 – Milly Bellemere
           Bob Schumacher 
2013 – Judy & Don Willott

2012 – Vic Ulsh
2011 – Byron & Sara Kane
2010 – Jim Ullrich
2009 – Sandy & Gene Bullock
2008 – Dawn & Hans Hansen
2007 – Dee & John Finkbeiner
2006 – Glenn Anderson
2005 – Richard Anderson
2004 – Fay & Ernie Linger
2003 – Nancy Ladenberger
2002 – Morry Walsh
2001 – Morna Blessing
2000 – John & Claudia McDonald
1999 – Ivan & Phyllis Summers
1998 – Paul & Joan Carson
1997 – Jack & Martina Hendry
1996 – Ken Short
1995 – Frank Beyer 







Theler Wetlands (Belfair): 
Saturday, May 7 (half-day).  Al 
& Andrew Westphal, Leaders: 
206-780-7844 or westphalac@
aol.com (e-mail preferred) to 
register.  An annual favorite.  
Lots of spring arrivals should be 
present, especially big numbers 
and a nice variety of swallows.  
Maybe a few warblers too.  We 
encourage families to bring 
children, 3rd grade and above.  
Meet 8:30 a.m. at the Theler 
Wetlands Nature Center.  It is on 
Highway 3 at the 2nd red light, 
just south of Belfair in Mason 
County.

Leavenworth Spring Birdfest: 
May 19 – 22 (Leavenworth 
area).  Check the website 
for details: http://www.

leavenworthspringbirdfest.org/ 

Ruby Creek Marsh Wildlife 
Preserve Open House (Port 
Orchard): Saturday, May 28.  
The preserve will host tours and 
an open house.  The preserve is 
a wetland, stream, and woodland 
restoration.  Events begin at 
9:00 with a field trip starting at 
10:00.  Handicapped or physically 
restricted are welcome.  Call Bob 

Wiltermood at 360-731-8975 
for questions or directions.  The 
address is 1015 SW Harper Road, 
Port Orchard, 98367.   

Nisqually National Wildlife 
Refuge: Thursday, June 9.  Al 
Westphal, Leader, westphalac@
aol.com, 206-780-7844 (e-mail 
preferred).  There are few places 
in the region better for observing 
a great variety of nesting bird 
species, and they should all be 
here by mid-June.  We will walk 
the forest and barn trails and 
as far out on the boardwalk as 
we care to go.  There is a good 
option for lunch after birding at 
Norma’s just outside the refuge.  
Meet at the parking lot by the 
visitor center at 8:30. a.m.

Field Trips & Festivals - Al & Andrew Westphal

Point No Point-Norwegian 
Point: March 19, led by Al & 
Andrew Westphal.  Nine birders 
made their way to Hansville for a 
final winter-birding event and got 
just what they were hoping for 
after our less than outstanding 
weather-related results in 
January!  The group tallied 43 
species of birds, plus a river otter 
and other marine mammals on 
a gray but pleasant full day of 
winter.  With the calm conditions 
and state of the tide, we were 
able to get superb looks at alcids 

like the plentiful Rhinoceros 
Auklets in breeding plumage, as 
well as Common Loons unusually 
close to shore.  We also had 
terrific looks at Long-tailed 
Ducks, first spotted by Joe Jack 
Davis, but subsequently found 
scattered among the flock of gulls 
much closer to shore than they’re 
typically seen.  The land side 
birds were pretty good today 
too, starting with a sparrow flock 
that included Golden-crowned, 
Fox, Song, and a Savannah 
sparrows. 

Field Trip Report

BI BioBlitz - May 14 
       On May 14, the Bainbridge Island Land Trust and IslandWood are partnering again to host the second-
ever Bainbridge Island BioBlitz, a 24-hour intensive survey of selected properties with the goal of identifying 
as many species of flora and fauna as possible. And we have exciting news: This year the event will be 
sponsored by National Geographic, and will be featured as a premier BioBlitz in Washington State!
       We’re looking for volunteer TAXA TEAM LEADERS, field experts responsible for leading and engaging 
small teams of volunteer participants in the field, while identifying as many species as possible. If you or 
someone you know is an expert in a particular taxa or field of biology who might enjoy leading a team of 
inquisitive minds during the BioBlitz, or if you have questions about the role of a Taxa Team Leader, please 
contact Becca Nissley at becca@bi-landtrust.org. For more information, visit http://bi-landtrust.org/default.
asp?ID=74

Rhinoceros Auklet feeding 
on sand lance. Photo by Joe 
Gaydos, SeaDoc Society.



  Wildlife Sightings - Joan Carson 
Wildlife Sightings (joanpcarson@
comcast.net, or (360-779-2612)
     Expected spring migrants 
have been arriving for several 
weeks now and the general 
consensus of those reporting 
is that the birds are early. All of 
our blooming plants certainly are 
early. It has been May in April 
everywhere you look.
     March 19, Claudia McDonald, 
Lake Symington area, reported 
their violet-green swallows were 
back and they were looking for 
their nest box which John had 
to put out ASAP. This is early 
for their yard as the swallows 
showing up in March are just 
passing through on their way 
north. March 19, Jackie Zorich, 
Seabeck, reported they have a 
displaying Anna’s hummingbird 
and a male ring-necked pheasant 

looking like he is planning on 
staying a while. March 19, Nils 
Sundquist, Sundquist Nursery 
between Rova and Sawdust 
Hill roads and east of Bond 
Road north of Poulsbo, a calling 
Northern saw-whet owl. Last 
time this occurred was in 2013. 
March 20, Kathy Swartz, Port 
Orchard, sent photos of a flock 
of evening grosbeaks who have 
been feeding in her yard.
     April 1, Carson yard in 
Poulsbo, first purple martins at 
Oyster Plant Park on Liberty Bay; 
a very early Swainson’s thrush in 
back yard and on April 2, a calling 
orange-crowned warbler. It’s still 
here as of April 15. They seem 
to be calling almost everywhere 
in the Poulsbo area. The golden-
crowned sparrows are also still 
here as of that date but most of 

their numbers appear to have 
moved north. April 8, John & 
Claudia McDonald reported 
purple martins at Seabeck and 
Sandy Pavey and crew also saw 
them that date while installing 
a new pole and houses on the 
Seabeck Conference Center 
grounds. On April 7, Sandy saw 
an osprey fishing in Liberty Bay. 
On April 10, John McDonald 
had an orange-crowned warbler 
in their yard and two days later, 
on April 12, he noted a Pacific 
(winter) wren gathering nesting 
material in the form of lichens. 
April 16, John McDonald heard 
singing black-throated gray and 
yellow-rumped warblers as well 
as purple finches.
 Hope you enjoy good 
birding at home or on the road 
and have a great summer.

Photo above: Volunteers cleaning nest boxes for the Purple 
Martin colony at the Brownsville Marina. Photo by Connie 
Bickerton

Photo upper right: Purple Martin hanging nest boxes and 
pole at the Seabeck Conference Center.  Photo by Sandy 
Pavey

Photo lower right: Jan Vinney (left) and Anne Marcus (right) 
preparing Purple Martin pole and nest boxes at the Seabeck 
Conference Center. Photo by Sandy Pavey
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Kitsap Audubon Society
P.O. Box 961, Poulsbo, WA 98370

Address Service Requested

The mission of the Kitsap Audubon Society is to preserve the natural world 
through education, environmental study and habitat protection, and to 
promote awareness and enjoyment of local and regional natural areas.

Visit our website at www.kitsapaudubon.org

Kitsap Audubon Society — Membership Renewal
Make check payable to KAS and mail to KAS, PO Box 961, Poulsbo, WA 98370 

Name ________________________________________________________________________ Phone _________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________________________________State ________________Zip _____________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Check here to receive your Kingfisher newsletter via Email and save us the expense of printing and mailing.

Select Category Of Membership:

 Individual Annual Membership $15  Individual LIFE Membership $300
 Family Annual Membership $25  Family LIFE Membership $500
 Contributing Annual Membership $50  Supporting Annual Membership $100 
 Sustaining Annual Membership $75 (Contact KAS Treasurer for LIFE Membership payment options)

$ _______________________________Additional donation for scholarships and/or Audubon Adventures (designate).

The Kitsap Audubon Society is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible.

The Kingfisher is the newsletter of the 
Kitsap Audubon Society, P.O. Box 961, 
Poulsbo, WA 98370. It is published 
eight times a year, September to May. 
Submissions from readers are welcome. 
We reserve the right to edit for space, 
grammar or legal reasons. Email text or 
photographs to genebullock@comcast.
net or mail to Gene Bullock, 1968 
NE Lind Ct., Poulsbo WA 98370. Our 
deadline is the 15th of the preceding 
month.

To receive your Kingfisher via email 
and save us the expense of printing 
and mailing, send your request to 
genebullock@comcast.net.


