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Take a journey 
to one of the most 
amazing places on 
earth with Janine 
Schutt, past president 
of Kitsap Aududon 
Society and an avid 
wildlife photographer.  
Janine has made 27 
trips into the Blast 
Zone of Mount St. 
Helens to explore its 
trails and photograph 
its wildlife.  She has 
observed about 100 
species of birds within 
the area devastated 
by the catastrophic 
eruption on May 18, 1980.  
Some of these species are 
seldom seen in Western 
Washington, but have taken a 
liking to the open country of the 
Blast Zone.  According to eBird,  
Janine is the foremost birder of 
the Mount St. Helens National 
Volcanic Monument
       Janine Schutt works at 
Fairview Middle School as 
a special education 
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Birds of the Blast Zone: 
Mount St. Helens  

Online donations any time during 
the Kitsap Great Give, Tuesday, 

May 2nd, will be partially matched. 
www.KitsapGreatGive.org

The Kingfisher is printed on 
recycled paper by Blue Sky 
Printing and mailed by Olympic 
Presort, both family owned 
local businesses.

Janine Schutt at Mount. 
St. Helens; and Mountain 
Bluebird she photographed 
at nearby Windy Ridge.

para-educator and is the 
Catholic chaplain at Mission 
Creek Corrections Center for 
Women in Belfair.  Janine travels 
around the state of Washington 
photographing birds and other 
wildlife.  Her photos have been 
featured in the Kitsap Sun, Kitsap 
community newspapers, and the 
Tacoma Nature Center. 



Kitsap Audubon Society meets the 2nd Thursday of each month, September through May, 7:00 to 9:00 
p.m., on the lower level of  the Poulsbo Library, 700 NE Lincoln Rd.  Open to the public.  Free parking.
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President’s Letter - Sandy Bullock
The Nominating Committee’s 

recommended slate of Officers 
for the new year beginning July 
1st are: Diane Bachen – President; 
Gene Bullock – Vice President; 
Sandy Bullock – Treasurer; and 
Connie Bickerton – Secretary. 
They were elected by unanimous 
vote at our April meeting.  

May is award time.  The 
Scholarship Committee is 
reviewing this year’s applications 
and will present certificates to 
awardees at the May meeting.  
The Kingfisher Award Committee 
(made up of the last three 
recipients) have selected our 
webmaster, Michael Szerlog for 
this year’s award.  Michael has 
been the architect and webmaster 
for our website (and email) for 14 
years.  This past year his expertise 
has given us our beautiful new 
website with all of the latest 
capabilities.  Although his work 
schedule and commuting by ferry 
don’t allow much time to attend 
meetings, he is our unseen (but 
no longer unsung) hero working 
behind the scenes.

In June, we’ll return to a 
time-honored Kitsap Audubon 
tradition that has fallen by the 
wayside over the past few years.  
For many years, the last meeting 
of the year was always a family 
potluck, with a program that 
often included members showing 

slides from their travels that year.  
We’ve experimented with a June 
picnic the last two years with 
some success, but competition for 
picnic accommodations in local 
parks in June is difficult.  This year 
we were going to have to share 
the area with several hundred 
young folks at a fishing derby!  
Instead, we decided to revive the 
potluck and include a program 
featuring West Sound Wildlife 
Shelter’s wonderful human and 
bird ambassadors (and maybe a 
critter or two?).  So, keep an eye 
out for more information in the 
June issue, including times, and 
what to bring.

Poulsbo Strawberry 
Field Ospreys return 
to weed-grown nest 
platform. Photo by 
Jay Wiggs

mailto:shabobham@comcast.net


2017 Kingfisher Award 
to Michael Szerlog

The 2017 Kingfisher Award 
will be presented to Michael 
Szerlog at the May 11th meeting. 
Kitsap Audubon’s highest 
award, it is given each year to an 
individual or couple in recognition 
of outstanding service over a 
period of five or more years.

Michael has served as our 
webmaster since 2003, working 
behind the scenes to maintain the 
virtual face of Kitsap Audubon.  
He has been involved with KAS 
since 1995 when he helped 
with the purple martin project 
installing/cleaning nest boxes/
gourds.  

 When the job of maintaining 
KAS’s website became available, 
he quickly jumped into that role 
working to purchase a domain 
name (kitsapaudubon.org); 
secured free hosting from a local 
internet provider; and obtained 
website design software.  Over 
the past fourteen years he has 
maintained the site, adding 

photos from members; updating 
links to area birding locations; 
and providing online access to 
the Kingfisher newsletter. In 
2016, when our internet provider 
discontinued free hosting, he 
researched options and put 
forward a proposal to use 
Squarespace for our website 
hosting.  While there was now a 
cost to this service, it allowed for 
a more professional looking site 
with additional design features.  
Check it out!

 Michael also has served as 
the president of the Hansville 
Greenway Association since 
2015,  working with a small 
board of volunteers in charge of 
maintaining a corridor of county-
owned natural areas, trail and 
conservation easements reaching 
from Puget Sound at Norwegian 
Point Park to Hood Canal.

 Michael currently works at 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Region 10 office in 

Seattle where he is the program 
manager for the Wetland 
Program.  He lives in Hansville 
with his wife Jennifer and their 
dog Sara where they enjoy 
backyard birding, in addition to 
many hikes to Point-no-Point 
and the Hansville Greenway.   
He is the father of twins, Dylan 
and Mackenzie who are college 
students studying at Western 
Washington and Washington 
State Universities. 

Images that deserve awards

Eagle 
Drinking, by 
Don Willott.

Barred Owl 
Photo/Art by 
Nancy Sefton



Environmental Conference: Changing the  
Nature of Puget Sound - a look at the 

impacts of industrial aquaculture. 
     The Association of Bainbridge Communities’ annual Environmental Conference is May 21, 2017 at 
IslandWood, 4450 Blakely Ave NE, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 from 12:30 pm to 5:30 pm.  Because 
space is limited, registration is required and is free.  Register today at  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
changing-the-nature-of-puget-sound-the-impacts-of-industrial-aquaculture-registration-30991093194
     Speakers for this regional conference will cover ecosystem impacts, science and policy of aquaculture, 
legal aspects of the industry, food safety and health issues, problems with Atlantic salmon netpens, and 
experiences of neighbors living with this industry on their shorelines.
     Co-sponsors include Kitsap Audubon, Bainbridge Alliance for Puget Sound (BAPS), the Center for Food 
Safety, City of Bainbridge Island, Coalition to Protect Puget Sound, Friends of Burley Lagoon, Hood Canal 
Environmental Council, Murden Cove Preservation Society, Sierra Club Washington Chapter Water and 
Salmon Committee, Sound Action, Sustainable Bainbridge, West Sound Conservation Council and Wild 
Fish Conservancy. 

Birders flock to see Mountain Quail
    Janine and Barbara Schutt hosted top some of the State’s top birders, who came to watch and 
photograph a Mountain Quail that visited their yard nearly every day for about five weeks this winter. 

Heron Gathering and Goose War
       Mark and Karen Bryant reported an unusual gathering of Great Blue Herons that would sit motionless 
for hours on their dock in Eagle Harbor. They also reported 
that a pair of Canada Geese nesting on the dock were 
assaulted and displaced by another pair. The attacking gander 
killed the defending male, and his mate pushed the resident 
female off her nest and took it over. 
       Dan Froehlich said he thinks it is unusual for geese to 
fight to the death over possession of a nest site, but survival 
stakes are high in the competition for the choicest sites.
       Dan suggested that the herons were probably waiting for 
low tide to expose the mudflats so they could feed. The dock 
is close to an active heron rookery.



Your online donation to Kitsap Audubon at www.KitsapGreatGive.org 
any time on Tuesday, May 2, will be partially matched 

by Kitsap Great Give sponsors.
Your dollars support:

• Educational lectures and programs that are free and open to the public 
• Expertly led bird-watching trips that are free and open to the public

• Environmental education programs 
• Wildlife habitat preservation and restoration

• Environmental advocacy at State and local level

Help protect birds and 
habitat with an online 

donation to Kitsap Audubon 
on Tuesday, May 2nd.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Kitsap Forest and Bay Community Campaign is the final phase of a multi-year effort to secure the purchase of the 
Port Gamble Forest. 3,000 acres of forest, located south of the town of Port Gamble, north of Poulsbo and between 
Highways 3 and 104, has served for timber production for over 160 years. Now, Pope Resources is providing the public 
with an opportunity to buy back a piece of land that now lies at risk for extensive development.  

We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to determine the future of these lands. 

COMMUNITY BENEFITS: 

 The lands and waters of Port Gamble Bay provide fundamental cultural, spiritual and subsistence resources to the 
Port Gamble S’Klallam and Suquamish Tribes, their ancestral home for over 1,400 years.  

 The Port Gamble Forest, encompassing an area three times the size of New York’s Central Park, is  one of the 
largest lowland forests in the Hood Canal watershed.  

 The Port Gamble Forest’s enormous size and proximity to surrounding cities makes it an ideal recreation 
destination.  

 Community cooperation drives the campaign to save the Port Gamble Forest, riding on momentum from over 5 
years of collaborative effort from a diverse group of stakeholders.  

AND WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU AS A SPONSOR? 

 GET ACTIVE: Engage your staff and their families in family fun filled days to help restore, steward, and maintain 
over 65 miles of trails  

 ON YOUR MARK, GET SET, GO! Opportunities exist to host races or events on the this beautiful mutli-use property  
 GET RECOGNIZED: create your perfect custom benefits package- including social media shout outs, logo 

recognition opportunities, blogs, naming rights and more… 
 MAKE A DIFFERENCE: Connect your brand with positive work happening in your region while making a lasting 

impact. Do your part in saving 3000 acres of forest land just a short distance from Seattle while supporting all the 
benefits it will provide for generations to come! 

 GET INVOLVED: Susannah Hale, Forterra: Campaign Director shale@forterra.org    

 

 

  

SAVEPG.ORG  

$2,500 SAVES AN ACRE! 



Field Trips & Festivals - Al & Andrew Westphal

       Ruby Creek Marsh is a 23-acre 
preserve just southwest of Port 
Orchard.  It consists of 9 acres of 
restored wetland, 11 acres of restored 
upland woods, with a restored salmon 
stream running through it, and 3 acres 
of not mowed pasture, so there are 
voles for birds of prey and others.  
Of the 23 acres 15.5 acres has a 
conservation easement, protected 
into perpetuity by the Great Peninsula 
Conservancy.  
       140 species have been identified 
in Ruby Creek Marsh, and 66 species of 
birds have been found nesting there.  The preserve 
also has Beaver, Otter, Muskrat, coyote, bear, deer 
and a variety of other species.   Audubon members 
are welcome at any time. Bring your lunch, sit on 
the deck and watch for the resident Virginia Rail. 

The preserve was created by Bob Wiltermood, a 
Life Member of Kitsap Audubon. Call or text Bob 
for directions at 360-731-8975’ or email bob@
wiltermood.com  Ruby Creek Marsh is located at 
1015 SW Harper Road, Port Orchard WA 98367. 

Gray’s Harbor Shorebird 
and Nature Festival 
(Gray’s Harbor County): 
May 5 – 7.  Refer to the 
website for details: http://
www.shorebirdfestival.
com/

Theler Wetlands (Belfair): 
Saturday, May 13 (half-
day).  Al & Andrew 
Westphal, Leaders: 206-
780-7844 or westphalac@
aol.com (e-mail preferred) 
to register.  An annual 
favorite.  Lots of spring 
arrivals should be present, 
especially big numbers and a 
nice variety of swallows.  Maybe 
a few good warblers too.  We 
encourage families to bring 
children, 3rd grade and above.  
Meet 8:30 a.m. at the Theler 
Wetlands Nature Center.  It is on 
Highway 3 at the 2nd red light, 
just south of Belfair in Mason 
County.

Yakima River Canyon Bird Fest: 
May 12–14.  For more info, go to 
http://www.ycic.org/yakima-river-
canyon-bird-fest

Other Birding Festivals: A more 
complete summary of events 
statewide may be found at the 
Washington State Audubon site: 
http://wa.audubon.org/bird-
festivals-0

Billy Frank-Nisqually National 
Wildlife Refuge: Tuesday, 
June 13.  Al Westphal, Leader, 
westphalac@aol.com, 206-780-
7844 (e-mail preferred).  A long 
half-day trip, but there are few 
places in the region better for 
observing a great variety of 
nesting bird species, and they 
should all be here by mid-June.  
We will walk the forest and barn 

trails and as far out on the 
boardwalk as we care to go.  
There is a good option for 
lunch after birding at Norma’s 
just outside the refuge.  Meet 
at the parking lot by the visitor 
center at 8:30. a.m.

Trip Report
Point No Point/Norwegian 
Point, March 25.   The goals 
of this trip were to get a last 
look at some of the over-
wintering waterbirds of Puget 
Sound and to see what some 

of these birds look like as they 
transition to breeding plumage 
that we rarely get to observe in 
these parts.  We succeeded on 
both counts with good looks at 
many Brants Geese and other 
fowl, plus several species of 
alcids and loons including many 
Rhinoceros Auklets, Pigeon 
Guillemots, and Red-breasted 
Mergansers in their breeding 
glory.  Activity in the marsh area 
was limited, but with pleasant 
weather and good human 
company, no one complained!

Ruby Creek Marsh
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Wildlife Sightings - Joan Carson
(joanpcarson@comcast.net, 

or (360-779-2612) 
The winds of March and April 
have given some free rides to the 
many migrating birds flooding 
into our area. When the weather 
has been so cold, it seems like it’s 
too early for some of these birds, 
but it isn’t.
 March 16, Kathy Swartz, 
Port Orchard still had her almost-
resident varied thrush still in her 
yard. March 16, Gary Bullock 
watched a kettle of 19 turkey 
vultures pass over Port Angeles 
headed north. March 16, Gene & 
Linda Daniels, Keyport, had their 
first pair of rufous hummingbirds 
arrive. March 20, Howie O’Brian 
in Hansville spotted a black-billed 
magpie in “downtown” Hansville. 
March 21, Gene Ollenburger, 
Bremerton, had his first rufous 
hummingbird join the resident 
Anna’s in his yard. March 21, 
Neil Johnson, Bainbridge Island 
had his first band-tailed pigeon 
for this year arrive. He also saw 
a beautiful male purple finch, 
a rare visitor in his yard, and 
it definitely looked like it had 
been dipped in raspberry juice. 
March 24, Kevin Mohundo, in 
Belfair, had a brown creeper hit 
his window. He picked up the 
stunned bird and determined it 
wasn’t dead and its neck wasn’t 
broken. He put it on a nearby 
bush; the bird awoke and jumped 
back onto his hand. The result 
was this beautiful photo (see 
photo) of this special little bird 
sitting in Kevin’s hand. That 
was a rare treat. March 27, Lila 
& Gary Morris in Hansville, had 
a small group of turkey vultures 
pass over their yard which is on a 
high bank overlooking Admiralty 
Inlet across to Whidbey Island. 
March 28, Mark & Karen Bryant, 
Eagle Harbor, Bainbridge Island 
witnessed a “goose war” on their 

dock. It ended with the male of 
a nesting pair being killed by the 
invading pair who drowned it. 
Then the invading female pushed 
the nesting female off the nest 
and took it over.
 April 1, John McDonald, 
Lake Symington, reported that 
the week before, he and Claudia 
had a Northern pygmy owl 
“tooting” outside their bedroom 
window between 6:30 and 7:00 
AM. April 2, Doug Fogle, Port 
Gamble, had his purple martins 
return. April 3, Jay Wiggs 
reported osprey on the tower 
near Day Road on Bainbridge 

Island. April 3, Andrea Tiffany 
near Suquamish, had one of the 
two osprey that nest in her yard 
every year show up. The nest is 
about 30 feet from her house 
and the birds have been coming 
for the last 23 years. She is still 
waiting for the mate to arrive. 
She also reported that her first 
band-tailed pigeon arrived and by 
the end of March there were over 
9 coming to her feeders. April 6, 
my yard in Poulsbo had a small 
flock of orange-crowned warblers 
show up. Two pine siskins 
joined them and there were 
two osprey flying from Liberty 

Bay toward Raab Park. April 7, 
Elinor Thompson and her visiting 
son Robert, birding Hansville to 
Point-No-Point, in strong winds, 
saw the following: first year bald 
eagle, red-necked grebe, black-
bellied plover, pigeon guillemot, 
rhinoceros auklet and horned 
grebe. The next day, April 8, 
they birded Dungeness Spit 
and saw: common loon, red-
throated loon, surf scoters, black 
oystercatcher, pelagic cormorant, 
black-bellied plover, wigeon, 
brant, Savannah sparrow, Pacific 
wren. April 8, John McDonald, 
his yard near Lake Symington, 
enjoyed a Townsend’s warbler, 
orange-crowned warbler, 
male ruby-crowned kinglet 
and several females, a purple 
finch, fox sparrow, brown 
creeper, jays, towhees, juncos, 
chickadees, band-tailed pigeon 
and hummingbirds. It pays to sit 
quietly and watch the bird scene 
in our own yards. On the 11th of 
April, there were several purple 
martins flying over Oyster Plant 
Park on Poulsbo’s Liberty Bay. 
Doug Fogle had already made 
sure their gourds were waiting 
for them. Adele Freeland heard 
her first White-crowned Sparrow 
of Spring in Bremerton Winco 
Grocery parking lot on Kitsap 
Way. Janine Schutt had western 
bluebird, savannah sparrow and 
chipping sparrow at the clearcut 
along Gold Creek Rd. near the 
Kitsap/Mason County line. 
     Great bird reports and I’m 
sure the arrivals will continue to 
be exciting in the coming weeks. 
This is the last Sightings column 
until next fall. Be sure and keep 
track of what or who visits your 
yard and send them in any time. 
Have a great summer.

Photo of rescued Brown 
Creeper by Kevin Mohundo



       A rose by any other name 
may smell as sweet, but knowing 
its name makes it uniquely 
yours. There is latent power in 
names because they evolve into 
lifelong relationships layered with 
personal experience. 
       But identifying birds can 
seem hopelessly confusing to 
beginners. Imagine trying to find 
a match for that little brown bird 
you just saw in a field guide that 
has more than 800 to choose 
from – and countless variations of 
brown, rufous, chestnut, bay, or 
rust. 
       But don’t give up, because 
there are better ways to get 
started, although they take some 
effort. Famed birding expert 
Peter Dunne tells his students 
not to go into the field with an 
open mind. Instead, he urges 
them to learn how to see and 
what to look for. It’s not a passive 
experience. It’s about becoming 
a better observer and learning to 
ask the right questions. 
       Keeping a notebook can be 
one of the best ways to improve 
your skills as an observer; but 
resist the urge to open your field 
guide. Keep writing down details 
as long as the bird remains in 
view. There will be plenty of time 
to consult your field guide after 
the bird is gone.
       Ask yourself such questions 
as “Is it the size of a sparrow, 
a robin, or a crow? Is it alone 
or with a flock? Does it perch 
on branches or feed on the 
ground?” Note such details as 
the way the color is distributed 
on the head, chin, back, wings, 
flanks, tail. Does it have wing 
bars? It’s these details that will 
allow you to confidently nail its 
identity. Also note its behavior, 
the habitat and season of the 
year. There is nothing like 

keeping a notebook to help you 
remember significant details. As 
your skills grow, of course, you’ll 
learn to ask better questions and 
pay more attention to the most 
relevant characteristics.
       Instead of trying to learn one 
bird at a time, get to know the 
families most likely to be seen in 
your locale. Regional field guides 
like “Birds of the Puget Sound 
Region,” by Dennis Paulson, Bob 
Morse, et al, can be especially 
helpful for beginners because 

they focus entirely on the birds 
you’ll see west of the Cascades. 
The opening pages highlight 
the most common local birds. 
You’ll be spared the frustration 
of finding a bird in the national 
field guide that you’re sure is the 
one you saw, only to find that 
it is never seen this side of the 
Mississippi River. 
       Birds have been evolving for 
at least 200 million years. During 
the Jurassic period, many of our 
dinosaurs were actually feathered 
birds. T-Rex has been described 
as the “ten-ton roadrunner from 
hell.” The bills, feet and other 
characteristics each family share 
are uniquely adapted to their 
specialized niche in nature, based 
on how and what they eat and 
where they live and seek shelter. 
Getting to know the families in 

your area and the habitat they 
prefer is the surest way to take 
your skills to the next level.
       Backyard seed feeders 
can be an ideal place to start, 
because you’ve dramatically 
narrowed the range of families 
you can expect. And knowing 
which families to expect gives 
you a big head start in identifying 
them. 
     If you keep your feeders 
stocked with sunflower seed or 
Niger, the finches are likely to be 
some of your best customers. 
Study their pictures in your field 
guide and get acquainted with 
the most common backyard 
finches: the House Finch, 
Purple Finch and American 
Goldfinch. They may look drab 
and confusingly alike all winter; 
but each spring they shed and 
regrow their feathers (molt), and 
re-emerge in dazzling arrays of 
glowing sunlit yellow (American 
Goldfinch), hues of red and 
orange (House Finch), or look like 
they were dipped in raspberry 
juice (Purple Finch). These highly 
social groups often come to your 
feeders in flocks, and their joyful 
bubbly songs are one of the 
highlights of spring mornings in 
many backyards. The females and 
immatures may continue to look 
confusingly similar; but you can 
usually tell which males they hang 
out with.
       As your skills grow, so will 
your enjoyment, and you’ll 
undoubtedly want to share your 
fascination with birds. With 
human activities creating so many 
survival hazards for birds, those 
who love birds want to help grow 
their armies of devoted friends, 
because people want to protect 
what they love. 
Photo: Purple Finch - Janine 
Schutt

Can you name that bird? - Gene Bullock
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The mission of the Kitsap Audubon Society is to preserve the natural world 
through education, environmental study and habitat protection, and to 
promote awareness and enjoyment of local and regional natural areas.

Visit our website at www.kitsapaudubon.org

Kitsap Audubon Society - Membership Renewal
Make check payable to KAS and mail to KAS, PO Box 961, Poulsbo, WA 98370 

Name _________________________________________________________ Phone ________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________________ State ___________Zip _______________

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

 Check here to receive your Kingfisher via Email and save us the expense of printing and mailing.     
  Members receive ten issues of the Kingfisher newsletter each year.

Select Category Of Membership:
 Individual Annual Membership $20  Individual LIFE Membership $300
 Family Annual Membership $30  Family LIFE Membership $500
 Contributing Annual Membership $50  Supporting Annual Membership $100 
 Sustaining Annual Membership $75 (Contact KAS Treasurer for LIFE Membership payment options

Additional donation:   Scholarships $______   Audubon Adventures $ _______   Other $________

The Kitsap Audubon Society is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible. 

Your contact information is not sold, disclosed or shared with any entity outside KAS. 

The Kingfisher is the newsletter of the 
Kitsap Audubon Society, P.O. Box 961, 
Poulsbo, WA 98370. It is published 
ten times a year, September to June. 
Submissions from readers are welcome. 
We reserve the right to edit for space, 
grammar or legal reasons. Email text or 
photographs to genebullock@comcast.
net or mail to Gene Bullock, 1968 
NE Lind Ct., Poulsbo WA 98370. Our 
deadline is the 15th of the preceding 
month.

To receive your Kingfisher via email 
and save us the expense of printing 
and mailing, send your request to 
genebullock@comcast.net.


