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     Plastic debris in the oceans 
is a huge and growing concern 
globally, with plastic accumulating 
in marine habitats from the 
equators to the poles, and from 
coastlines to the middle of 
ocean basins.  Although patterns 
of plastic ingestion by marine 
wildlife, such as sea turtles, 
marine mammals and seabirds, 
are increasingly well documented, 
the consequences of ingestion 
remain poorly understood.  
The pervasiveness of marine 
plastics, especially micro-plastics, 

throughout marine food webs is 
also unknown.   
       In this talk, Peter Hodum 
will discuss the magnitude of the 
marine plastic pollution issue, 
the impacts of plastic debris on 
marine wildlife, and the use of 
biological indicators, ranging from 
seabirds to mussels, to better 
understand the impacts of plastics 
on marine ecosystems.  He will 
also talk about the challenges and 
opportunities of dealing with this 
global environmental issue. 
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Plastic: It’s what’s 
for breakfast

Dr. Peter Hodum is an associate 
professor at the University of 
Puget Sound and the Chile 
Program Director for Oikonos 
Ecosystem Knowledge, a 
conservation non-profit 
organization.  In Chile, Dr. 
Hodum leads a long-term 
program dedicated to conducting 
applied conservation research, 
restoration and community-based 
conservation programs.  His 
research focuses primarily on 
the conservation and ecology of 
threatened seabirds and island 
ecosystems in Chile and here in 
Washington State.  His research 
program also addresses issues 
related to marine plastic debris 
and its impacts on marine wildlife.

Photo: These beached sperm 
whales were victims of ingested 
plastic debris.  

The Kingfisher is printed on recycled 
paper by Blue Sky Printing and 

mailed by Olympic Presort, both 
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Dues Increase
       Chapter membership dues for Kitsap Audubon will increase for the first 
time in more than 14 years. During those same years our community outreach 
and involvement have grown substantially; and our statewide Audubon  
organization has become a leading influence in guiding Washington  
environmental legislation and policies. 
 

                 Read our announcement on the following page.



Kitsap Audubon Society meets the 2nd Thursday of each month, September through May, 7:00 to 9:00 
p.m., on the lower level of  the Poulsbo Library, 700 NE Lincoln Rd.  Open to the public.  Free parking.
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1667, dianebachen@comcast.net
Treasurer: Judy Willott; 206-842-6939 
 jdwillott@mac.com 
Secretary: Connie Bickerton, 206-200-
8425, connieb_1999@yahoo.com 
Immed. Past President: Janine Schutt; 
360-830-4446; jeschutt@hotmail.com

At-Large Board of Directors:
Gene Bullock, 360-394-5635; 
genebullock@comcast.net 
Ray Coleburg, 360-535-4105
Sharron Ham, 360-779-5458,  
shabobham@comcast.net
Alan Westphal, 206-780-7844,  
westphalac@aol.com 
Lynn Willmott, 360-613-0044,  
tuvmott@comcast.net 

Standing Committee Chairs: 
Field Trips: Alan Westphal,  
206-780-7844, westphalac@aol.com

Conservation Chair: Don Willott 
206-842-6939, dwillott@mac.com

Education Chair: Gene Bullock, 
360-394-5635; genebullock@comcast.net

Greeters: Milly Bellemere & Bob 
Schumacher. 360-830-4231, rbellemere@
wavecable.com

Membership Administrator: Sara Kane 
297-2716, membership@kitsapaudubon.org 

Programs: Vic Ulsh 
360-479-6900, vic@bradleyscottinc.com

Publicity: Gene Bullock, 360-394-5635; 
genebullock@comcast.net

Refreshment Chair: Sharron Ham 
360-779-5458, shabobham@comcast.net

Purple Martins: Sandy Pavey,  
360-930-0807, s4sandy55@gmail.com

Raffle Coordinator: Dawn Hansen; 
Roberta Heath
Wildlife Sightings: Joan Carson 
joanpcarson@comcast.net or 360-779-2612
Scholarship Chair: Sandy Bullock 
360-394-5635, roadrunner1957@comcast.net

KAS Facebook Page: Connie Bickerton, 
connieb_1999@yahoo.com

Webmaster: Mike Szerlog,  
360-881-0470, szerlog@comcast.net,  
www.kitsapaudubon.org

Kingfisher Editor: 
Gene Bullock, 360-394-5635 
genebullock@comcast.net
1968 NE Lind Ct., Poulsbo WA 98370

Wild Birds Unlimited in Gig Harbor will give you a $25 gift 
certificate if you donate an additional $50 or more over and above 

your chapter membership dues in Kitsap Audubon.

       On September 1, 2016, 
chapter membership annual dues 
for Kitsap Audubon will increase 
to $20 for individual memberships 
and $30 for family memberships, 
a $5 increase in both levels.  All 
other dues levels will remain the 
same.  Most Puget Sound chapter 
individual memberships are 
currently at least $20. Ours have 
remained at $15 for more than 14 
years, while our operating costs 
have steadily increased.
     Membership dues made up 
approximately 40% of our income 
in each of the last 2 years.  This 
figure includes renewals in higher 
categories that are voluntary and 
impossible to predict from year 
to year.  Other sources of support 
we rely upon to make up the 
difference include an annual fixed 
payment from National Audubon 
Society, and varying amounts from 
the Bainbridge One Call for All, 
and the annual Kitsap Great Give.
       KAS has increased its support 
to Audubon Washington, our state 
organization.  We receive valuable 
staff support through the Chapter 
Associate’s legislative news 
during sessions, and  Audubon 
Washington is the way we connect 
with other Washington chapters 
and the national organization.  
This coming year, our budgeted 
contribution is $3,000.
 We have added two additional 
issues of the Kingfisher in the last 
year, our primary means of sharing 
information with members and 
friends.  We are also working to 
restore Audubon Adventures, an 
important educational resource 

for fourth-grade teachers, to its 
former level.
 Chapter funds from our operating 
budget have also been used 
to help purchase and conserve 
land in the Grover’s Creek 
Conservation area, the Illahee 
Preserve and what is now the Port 
Gamble Heritage Park.  Important 
unanticipated smaller projects also 
seem to appear with regularity, 
including relocating the Ospreys, 
and a beautiful interpretive sign 
to be installed at Point No Point 
County Park.
      With approval of the 
membership, we have reserved 
the Ann Sleight gift for special 
grants and projects, not ongoing 
operating expenses.  One 
example is the new-this-year 
annual scholarship for a college 
student studying in environmental 
fields.
     As you can see, this modest 
dues increase will not only 
strengthen our chapter’s ability 
to support worthwhile projects, 
but will provide additional funds 
to expand our programs in the 
future.  
      As your treasurer, I’m always 
happy to answer any questions 
you might have regarding KAS 
finances. Thank you for your 
ongoing support.
Judy Willott, Treasurer 
--------------------
The “President’s Letter” will 
return next month. Kitsap 
Audubon Presdient, Sandy 
Bullock, is currently convalescing 
from knee replacement surgery. 

Kitsap Audubon Announces
Dues Increase

mailto:shabobham@comcast.net


Puget Sound Bird Fest, 
(Edmonds, WA): September 9 - 
11.  Check the website for details 
and registration: http://www.
pugetsoundbirdfest.com/ 

Chelan Ridge Hawk 
Migration Festival (Pateros, 
WA): Saturday, September 
17.  Join the Methow Valley 
Ranger District, North Central 
Washington Audubon Society, 
and HawkWatch International this 
fall for the Chelan Ridge Hawk 
Migration Festival!  This family 
event combines free activities in 
Pateros Memorial Park with trips 
to the Chelan Ridge site to learn 
about and celebrate raptors as 
they journey to winter territories.  
Pre-registration is required.  
More information and on-line 
registration available at http://
www.hawkwatch.org/participate/
special-events/item/648-chelan-
ridge-hawk-migration-festival

Point No Point (Hansville): 
Friday, September 16 
(afternoon/evening hours).  Al 
& Andrew Westphal, leaders: 
206-780-7844 or westphalac@
aol.com (e-mail preferred) to 
register.  One the very richest 
birding locations in Kitsap 
County, we should see some 
interesting fall migrants plus 
the usual exciting birds of this 

designated “important bird 
area.”  Time permitting, we will 
also bird Norwegian Point Park 
in “downtown” Hansville.  Bring 
a scope if you have one.  Meet 
at 5:30 p.m. at the lighthouse 
parking lot.   Note the “non-
standard” start time!  Hopefully, 
this late-afternoon timing will 
coincide with a good tidal rip 
and the best possible sea-birding 
conditions.

Birdfest and Bluegrass 
(Ridgefield, WA): October 1 - 
2.  Check the website for details 
and schedule of events: http://
ridgefieldfriends.org/?page_
id=47

Billy Frank - Nisqually National 
Wildlife Refuge: Saturday, 
October 22.  Al & Andrew 
Westphal, leaders:  westphalac@
aol.com, 206-780-7844 (e-mail 
preferred).  One of the best 
locations in our area to observe 
an array of migrating and over-

wintering waterfowl along 
with many other birds.  We 
will walk the forest and barn 
trails and as far out on the 
boardwalk as we care to go. 
There is a good option for 
lunch after birding at Norma’s 
just outside the refuge.  Watch 
weather forecasts and dress 
accordingly!  Meet at the 
parking lot by the visitor center       

   at 8:30. a.m.

Field Trip Report
Nisqually National Wildlife 
Refuge, June 9.  Six KAS 
members closed out the 2015-
16 field trip season with the 
annual spring visit to the Billy 
Frank, Jr. Nisqually National 
Wildlife Refuge.  Birds were 
tough to spot in the foliage, but 
results were quite good with 42 
species observed.  Among the 
highlights were nice looks at 
Yellow Warblers and Common 
Yellowthroats along with a couple 
of Cedar Waxwings.  The families 
of mothers and ducklings (Wood 
Duck and Hooded Merganser) 
at the visitor center pond were 
also a lot of fun.  Finally, we got 
a good opportunity to practice 
birding by ear, an important skill 
for birders in our region this time 
of year!

Field Trips & Festivals - Al & Andrew Westphal

Crow mom feeding young. Kathy Swartz “Listen to your mother.” Jay Wiggs

http://www.pugetsoundbirdfest.com/
http://www.pugetsoundbirdfest.com/
http://www.hawkwatch.org/participate/special-events/item/648-chelan-ridge-hawk-migration-festival
http://www.hawkwatch.org/participate/special-events/item/648-chelan-ridge-hawk-migration-festival
http://www.hawkwatch.org/participate/special-events/item/648-chelan-ridge-hawk-migration-festival
http://www.hawkwatch.org/participate/special-events/item/648-chelan-ridge-hawk-migration-festival
http://ridgefieldfriends.org/?page_id=47
http://ridgefieldfriends.org/?page_id=47
http://ridgefieldfriends.org/?page_id=47


Audubon Council of Washington (ACOW)
 Register now at:  http://wa.audubon.org/events/audubon-council-washington

Saturday, October 08, 2016 - 8:00am - 4:30pm
Confluence Technology Center, Wenatchee, Washington

Hosted by North Central Washington Audubon & Eastern WA chapters

THEME: Management of Public Lands and how the Audubon Network can Take Action

FRIDAY NIGHT PRESENTATION: Paul Bannick featuring his new book OWL

Port Gamble Forest Campaign - Judy Willott
       This is a very exciting year 
for the Kitsap Forest and Bay 
Project. We are working with a 
coalition to raise $3.5M, so we 
can secure almost 3,000 acres of 
Pope Resources land for public 
ownership between now and 
June 2017!  The Port Gamble 
Forest Community Campaign 
http://www.SavePG.org is well 
on its way toward our goal with 
a variety of gatherings and 
outreach activities to help raise 
these funds.
       Kitsap Audubon has been 
involved in the Kitsap Forest and 
Bay Coalition to save land and 
habitat through fund raising and 
community outreach over the 
last six years. With our friends 
and neighbors, our coalition has 
been remarkably successful in 
raising funds to purchase the 

NK Heritage Park Expansion, 
the Grover’s Creek Preserve and 
the Port Gamble Heritage Park, 
including 1.4 miles of shoreline on 
Port Gamble Bay. The strength 
of our coalition and broad 
community support have been 
key to our success in winning 
grants toward the land purchase. 
With the continuing support 
of Kitsap Audubon friends and 
members we have every reason 
to believe we can reach our 
$3.5M goal.
       This immense acreage is 
the historical territory of the 
Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe and 
Suquamish Tribe, and has been 
managed as timberland by Pope 
and Talbot in recent times. The 
goal of this campaign is to add to 
grant funding already obtained 
and to bring this land into public 

ownership. With many miles 
of trails and acres of forested 
watershed, this land is prime for 
recreation and habitat protection. 
Yet, the land is already divided 
into 20 acre parcels, so could 
be sold piece by piece for 
development if the needed funds 
are not raised.
       Donations can be sent 
using the http://www.SavePG.
org website managed by 
Forterra, the land conservation 
nonprofit that is leading this 
campaign.  Or please feel free 
to talk to us, Judy and Don 
Willott, our email addresses 
are included on the roster in 
this Kingfisher.  We will keep 
you updated as this campaign 
moves along.  
.  

Port Gamble Work Party - September 10
A Stewardship Opportunity: Get 
Involved – Judy & Don Willott
       Join our work party on 
Saturday, September 10, from 
9am to 1 pm at Port Gamble 
Heritage Park.  We will work to 
improve trail access along Port 
Gamble Bay shoreline bluff, 
improve bay-side viewpoints, 
and plant native plants to 
enhance forest diversity. We’ll 
be improving the old telephone 
road trail; pruning vegetation 
and spreading gravel. Your effort 

will build on the work of Kitsap 
Forest & Bay Project partners 
who helped create this park, 
providing access to the bay and 
over 500 acres of forest trail!
Volunteers should wear long 
pants, sturdy shoes and gloves. 
Bring water, your favorite 
shovel, rakes, pruners/loppers 
and trail building tools. Enjoy 
the views and the company of 
other fabulous volunteers. Stay 
for tailgate picnic. Meet at the 
Shoreline Trailhead parking south 

of Port Gamble at 9 am.
       Kitsap Audubon is a sponsor 
along with REI, Great Peninsula 
Conservancy, Kitsap County 
Parks, North Kitsap Trails 
Association, Evergreen Mountain 
Bike Alliance-West Sound, 
and Backcountry Horseman - 
Olympic Chapter.  RSVP kate@
greatpeninsula.org.
Location: Meeting up ap. https://
goo.gl/maps/1S5CvfkyiXR2

https://d2vv0elwdk9lnk.cloudfront.net/events_resources/In%20Owl_Paul%20Bannick.pdf
http://www.SavePG.org
http://www.SavePG.org
http://www.SavePG.org


Port Gamble Heritage Park  
 Stewardship Plan - Judy & Don Willott

       It is both a joy and a 
responsibility to be stewards 
of land in public ownership, 
and your Kitsap Audubon 
representatives have been hard 
at work over the last year as 
the stewardship plan for the 
Port Gamble Heritage Park was 
developed and approved by the 
Kitsap County Commissioners. 
The plan can be found on the 
Kitsap County Parks website, 
http://www.kitsapgov.com/
parks/Parks/Documents/Port_
Gamble/Port%20Gamble%20
Management%20Plan.%20
Final%20Draft7.01.pdf  
       This stewardship plan 
balances habitat preservation 
and recreation access. There 
are areas designated to remain 
natural, areas of conservation, 
and levels of recreation with 
different kinds of trails.  We 
found broad agreement among 
coalition members in support of 
connectivity of habitat, rerouting 
of trails around sensitive areas, 
locations for more intensive 
trail development to improve 
accessibility for all users, applying 
best practices for trail building 
and creation of buffers around 

wetlands and ponds.
       Coalition members continue 
to meet monthly as a volunteer 
stewardship committee, with the 
blessing of Kitsap County Parks. 
One area of discussion has been 
the restoration plans for changing 
the timberland of many small 
Douglas fir trees packed close 
together to a more diverse open 
forest with understory plants.  
Some of that work will begin this 
season and involves removing 
some small trees so that the 
remainder can grow bigger.
       Being in a coalition means 
bringing expertise from various 
areas into the decision-making 
process so that decisions are 
based on science and best 
practices.  One resource we have 
contributed is this 
USGS/American Bird 
Conservancy report 
“Rainforest Birds: 
A Land Manager’s 
Guide to Breeding 
Bird Habitat in 
Young Conifer 
Forests in the 
Pacific NW” http://
pubs.usgs.gov/
sir/2006/5304/pdf/

sir20065304.pdf
       Another focus has been 
extending the stewardship plan 
to the larger 3000 acres of land 
we all hope can be purchased 
through the Kitsap Forest and 
Bay Community Campaign. 
This work involves determining 
which areas fall into different 
intensities of use: natural, 
conservation, passive, active, 
developed and special.   While 
Pope Resources still owns this 
land, this stewardship plan will 
guide trail development and 
decommissioning, once Pope 
agrees with the concept.

Don Willott photo of Olympic 
Mountains from Port Gamble 
Block.

Puget Sound Seabird Survey 
       Would you like to participate 
in the largest citizen science 
seabird census in the Pacific 
Northwest? The new season 
kicks off October 1, 2016. We are 
recruiting enthusiastic, skilled, 
and dedicated volunteers to help 

monitor f our local wintering 
seabirds.        Volunteers should 
be able to identify Puget Sound’s 
seabird species and be available 
on the first Saturday of each 
month, October through April, 
to conduct a 30-minute seabird 

survey. Training on survey 
methodology will be offered at 
numerous locations in September.        
Training dates and more at http://
www.seabirdsurvey.org. Email 
Toby Ross, Science Manager 
(tobyr@seattleaudubon.org),

Bainbridge Island Beach Cleanup
Saturday, September 17

       To volunteer, email info@sustainablebainbridge.org with your name, or if you are a group, how many 
in your party, and whether you have a preference for the part of the Island on which you’d like to help. 



Getting Close-up Photos of Birds - Nancy Sefton
       After spending years 
watching interesting birds gather 
at our feeder, I decided to try 
some close-up photography of 
our various visitors. But how to 
get really close and not scare 
them away?
       Fortunately, our feeder 
hangs within eight feet of a sun 
room window. So, what about a 
“blind” just inside, where I could 
sit comfortably while the birds 
helped themselves to our seeds? 
I used a telephoto lens, (250mm 
for this short distance), and 
mounted my camera on a tripod 
carefully placed opposite the 
feeder, in a position that would 

allow me to leave it standing 
for several days. Then I placed 
a chair behind it. But of course 
the birds come and go. How 
could I move into position quickly 
without spooking my subjects?
       That’s where the “blind” 
comes in. I placed an artificial 
plant on the window ledge and 
shaped it carefully so my head 
and shoulders were hidden from 
the feeder outside, and the 
camera lens had a hole to peek 
through. Voila! (If you lack a 
window ledge, place a tall plant 
on the floor, to hide you and your 
camera.)
      

 Additional tips: (1) Clean that 
window both inside and outside. 
(2) If your bird feeder is in the 
sun occasionally, colors in your 
photo will be more vivid. (3) It’s 
a fact: birds seldom hold still for 
a picture. To prevent a blurred 
subject, especially when using a 
telephoto lens, set your camera 
for a fast shutter speed, such as 
1/200th of a second or faster, in 
order to stop action.
       And finally, if your photo 
captures some unattractive 
features of the feeder itself, a 
simple photo editing program 
can make them disappear!

Nancey Sefton is a 
long-time member of 
Kitsap Audubon, and 
a highly regarded 
local artist who has 
given presentations 
for Kitsap Audubon.

PHOTOS;

Top left: Purple Finch

Top right: American 
Goldfinch, 

Lower left: Black-
headed Grosbeak

Lower right: Our 
neighborhood Barred 
owl family produced 
two young this 
spring, both
of which like to stand 
on top of our bird 
feeder while all the 
little birds wait
nearby



  Peacock Feathered Dinosaurs? - Gene Bullock 
     Generations of kids have 
pictured dinosaurs as giant, 
scaly reptiles. But recent fossil 
discoveries show that the Age of 
Reptiles might really have been 
an Age of Big Birds.
       We are also told that 
dinosaurs are extinct, having 
been wiped out 65 million years 
ago by a meteor or asteroid that 
shrouded the earth in dust and 
brought plant photosynthesis 
almost to a stop. This may have 
been the fate of carnivorous 
giants, like Tyrannosaurus Rex; 
but the descendants of dinosaurs 
are all around us today, soaring in 
flocks, paddling or wading along 
our waterways, and plucking 
sunflower seeds from countless 
backyard feeders. Famed 
paleontologist Robert Baker likes 
to describe T. Rex as the ten-ton 
Roadrunner from Hell. T. Rex was 
bigger than an African elephant.
       Paleontologists now believe 
that many of the Jurassic Age 
dinosaurs were as colorfully 
plumaged as Peacocks. Steven 
Spielberg was told that his 
car-chasing Velociraptors 
probably looked more like 
turkey-sized Ostriches; but the 
filmmaker decided that green, 
scaly reptiles were scarier.
       Only the smaller theropods 
were capable of flight; but 
colorful plumage undoubtedly 

figured into dinosaur courtship 
displays. Bigger dinosaurs may 
have been able to flap or glide; 
but powered flight had to wait 
for evolutionary shrinkage into 
smaller, lighter frames. Today’s 

birds have hollow bones and 
larger wings, giving them their 
enviable freedom of the skies.
       One look at a Great Blue 
Heron or Turkey Vulture should 
be enough to confirm the link 
between today’s birds and 
the dinosaurs that dominated 
the earth from the end of the 
Triassic to the beginning of the 
Cretaceous Period.
       Paleontologists aren’t sure if 
the grandmother of all dinosaurs 
had feathers, or just how and 
when scales became quills. 
But it’s now clear that many 
museums will need to change 
their depictions of dinosaurs to 
show them as they really were –
colorfully plumaged.
       Most of us, including Michael 
Chrichton, author of the book 
Jurassic Park, and filmmakers like 
Steven Spielberg, find it hard to 
give up the images of dinosaurs 
that we grew up with. But even 
festooned with brightly colored 
feathers, T. Rex was a fearsome 
creature and is a continuing 
staple of monster movies.
 
Photos: Great Blue Heron 
pair and Turkey Vulture by 
Jay Wiggs 

Jurassic Park dinosaurs with 
feathers added.

Donating Bird Feeders 
      Elaine Herrera of Port Orchard found that 
maintaining her two multi-feeder bird feeding 
stations was becoming too difficult. She asked if 
Kitsap Audubon could find homes for them. It’s not 
something Kitsap Audubon normallly does; but Board 
member Diane Bachen took on the challenge and 
found grateful homes for each station and several 
bags  of bird seed at Martha & Mary Rehab Center 
and the Clear Creek Elementary School. Thank you 
Elaine for your generosity, and thank you Diane for 
helping find such a creative solution.
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Address Service Requested

The mission of the Kitsap Audubon Society is to preserve the natural world 
through education, environmental study and habitat protection, and to 
promote awareness and enjoyment of local and regional natural areas.

Visit our website at www.kitsapaudubon.org

Kitsap Audubon Society - Membership Renewal
Make check payable to KAS and mail to KAS, PO Box 961, Poulsbo, WA 98370 

Name _________________________________________________________ Phone ________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________________ State ___________Zip _______________

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

 Check here to receive your Kingfisher via Email and save us the expense of printing and mailing.     
  Members receive ten issues of the Kingfisher newsletter each year.

Select Category Of Membership:
 Individual Annual Membership $20  Individual LIFE Membership $300
 Family Annual Membership $30  Family LIFE Membership $500
 Contributing Annual Membership $50  Supporting Annual Membership $100 
 Sustaining Annual Membership $75 (Contact KAS Treasurer for LIFE Membership payment options

Additional donation:   Scholarships $______   Audubon Adventures $ _______   Other $________

The Kitsap Audubon Society is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible. 

Your contact information is not sold, disclosed or shared with any entity outside KAS. 

The Kingfisher is the newsletter of the 
Kitsap Audubon Society, P.O. Box 961, 
Poulsbo, WA 98370. It is published 
ten times a year, September to June. 
Submissions from readers are welcome. 
We reserve the right to edit for space, 
grammar or legal reasons. Email text or 
photographs to genebullock@comcast.
net or mail to Gene Bullock, 1968 
NE Lind Ct., Poulsbo WA 98370. Our 
deadline is the 15th of the preceding 
month.

To receive your Kingfisher via email 
and save us the expense of printing 
and mailing, send your request to 
genebullock@comcast.net.


