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       Thank you One Call For All
    We are especially grateful to our 200+ members and friends 
on Bainbridge Island who each year designate Kitsap Audubon 
for a generous portion of their ONE CALL FOR ALL donation.

Sept. 13, 2018, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. - Poulsbo Library

       Join Jason Saul, managing producer of public 
radio’s BirdNote, for an in-depth look at how the 
national daily radio show creates their stories.

BirdNote’s team includes writers, sound designers, 
narrators, producers - and some of the world’s leading 
bird experts. Starting with an introduction to BirdNote 
and public radio, we’ll discover how producers turn 
bird ideas into multimedia stories that reach millions 
of people. We’ll search through the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology’s Macaulay Library to find bird songs, and 
use professional audio software to combine bird sounds 
with other recorded elements to make a final episode. 
Plus, plenty of opportunities to ask questions!

As BirdNote’s managing producer, Jason oversees 
and coordinates the many scientists, writers, editors, 
photographers and audio and video producers 
working together to make the show. Prior to coming to 
BirdNote, Jason oversaw technology and programming 
at the New Orleans NPR station, and before that was 
a long-time producer on the public radio music and 
culture program American Routes. Jason and his wife 
Dionne moved to Bremerton from New Orleans in 
2017. 
BirdNote illustration of Varied Thrush by Emily 
Poole.

Inside look at making BirdNote,  
the daily radio show about birds



Welcome back to another 
great year of Kitsap Audubon!  
Hope that everyone had a good 
summer and was able to get out 
and enjoy all our sunny weather 
and perhaps do a little birding at 
home or in the great outdoors.

PLEASE NOTE OUR 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL 
REPORT ON PAGE 7 BY KAS 
TREASURER SANDY BULLOCK.

Instead of our regular general 
meeting in June, the Board had 
a retreat to review and update 
some of our bylaws and policies 
after a hard working committee 
put together recommended 
changes.  We still have a few 
items to work on in the bylaws 
and a policy to review and 
approve and will finalize these 
sometime this fall.  These changes 
will be posted in the newsletter 
when they are finalized by the 
board.   

Check out our new patches, 
which will look great on a hat, 
jacket or sweatshirt.   Patches 
will be for sale at our September 
meeting. 

Brenna Thompson with 
Great Peninsula Conservancy 
contacted me over the summer 
looking for volunteers.  She is 
interested in developing a pool 
of knowledgeable birders to do 
bird surveys on the properties 
that they own or are working on 
acquiring.  If you are interested 
you can contact Brenna at 
360-373-3500 or email her at 
Brenna@greatconservancy.org. 
These surveys are often helpful 
in establishing the diversity 
and value of the wildlife on a 
property and providing important 
information for grant applications.

A reminder that we are 
collecting yarn at our general 
meeting for our Mitten Tree 

Program with the Women’s Prison.  
Thank you all you have donated 
yarn in the past. It has benefited 
not only area charities but also 
the women in the prison. As a 
member of KAS, I was allowed to 
pick out suitable yarn that hadn’t 
been sold after the Bainbridge 
Island Rotary Auction. Thank you 
to Bainbridge Island Rotary for 
providing this opportunity for 
non-profits. This all went to the 
prison.  A big thank you also to 
Kathy Swartz who is our liaison 
with the prison.  Although she no 
longer works there, she continues 
to deliver the donated yarn and 
bring back the handmade articles 
of clothing for the Mitten Tree.

Kitsap Audubon needs a 
Secretary for our Executive Board. 
Connie Bickerton has done a 
great job over the last two years; 
but it’s time to hand the pen 
over to someone else.  If you are 
interested, please talk to one of 
our board members.

Looking forward to seeing 
everyone at our first meeting of 
the 2018-19 season on Thursday, 
September 13. 

Kitsap Audubon Society meets the 2nd Thursday of each month, September through May, 7:00 to 9:00 
p.m., on the lower level of  the Poulsbo Library, 700 NE Lincoln Rd.  Programs free, open to the public. 
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President’s Letter - Diane Bachen
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Audubon Council of Washington (ACOW) 
October 13, 2018; Brightwater Center, Woodinville WA

       The Audubon Council of Washington (ACOW) is an annual state-wide conference that brings together 
the Audubon Washington staff and members from Audubon Chapters across Washington State for a day 
of information sharing, knowledge gathering, and fellowship. This year’s ACOW will be held Saturday, 
October 13, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the Brightwater Center, 22505 State Route 9 SE, Woodinville WA 
98072.  It will be hosted by Eastside Audubon and King County chapters.
       Details are available online at http://wa.audubon.org/events/audubon-council-washington-1

New Kitsap Audubon Patches

       Kitsap Audubon is happy to welcome supporting business partnerships with wild bird stores in 
Poulsbo, Silverdale and Gig Harbor. All have offered to donate to Kitsap Audubon 5% of sales to Kitsap 
Audubon members.  Let them know you are a KAS member at the time of your purchase -- and thank them 
for their support.  
•  The Wild Bird, 19740 7th Ave. NE, Suite 100, Poulsbo, will deliver larger bags of bird seed anywhere 
in North Kitsap, Keyport or Bainbridge Island. Call 360-598-4141 or email owners Ryan & Karen Dieter at 
karenthewildbird@gmail.com 
•  The Wild Bird Center of Silverdale is in the Ross’s Shopping Center, 10404 Silverdale Way, Suite E101, 
Silverdale, WA 98303.  Contact owner Kathy Schlick at 360-613-4491 or email her at silverdale@wildbird.
com.  Visit their website at www.wildbird.com/silverdale 
•  Wild Birds Unlimited in Gig Harbor, 3120 1/2 Harborview Dr., Gig Harbor WA 98335. Contact owners 
Greg & Kecia Cole at 253-851-2575; email: wbugigharbor@gmail.com; or visit their website at  
https://gigharbor.wbu.com 

       Our new Kitsap Audubon patches will be available for sale at our monthly 
meetings. The patches are $5.00 each if you purchase them at the meeting.  Add 
$1.00 for postage and handling if you order via our website or by mail.  These three-
inch-diameter patches are designed to be ironed on or sewn on hats, sweatshirts, 
shirts, jackets, camera bags, backpacks, etc. 
       You can order patches online at http://www.kitsapaudubon.org/store/

Wild bird stores become supporting partners

Defend Migratory Bird Treaty Act
                                   Gail Gatton, Executive Director of Audubon Washington 
       Recently, the National Audubon Society announced the winners of the 2018 Audubon Photography 
Awards. As we appreciate the beauty and majesty of birds in these incredible photographs, it’s important 
to take a moment and recognize a key reason many birds are still around today. Most of the bird species in 
the winning photos, including the grand prize-winning Great Gray Owl, are protected by one of the most 
important conservation laws ever passed —the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, which protects nearly all North 
American birds. 
       This year marks 100 years since the early Audubon Society and other conservationists helped pass the 
MBTA to stem the decline of bird populations, kicking off the great progress our nation has made toward 
bird conservation. 
       Yet, as we celebrate this anniversary, some are attempting to gut the MBTA. The Trump administration 
announced it will no longer hold industries accountable for millions of unnecessary bird deaths every year 
from industrial threats like oil waste pits, even when there are simple measures available to prevent it. A bill 
in Congress, H.R. 4239, would make this change permanent. 
       Let’s take the opportunity this year to reflect on the gains we’ve made and recommit to protecting the 
birds that we all enjoy. I urge Representative Derek Kilmer and our entire Congressional delegation to do 
the same, and forcefully defend the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  



Field Trips & Festivals - Al & Andrew Westphal
Puget Sound Bird Fest, 
(Edmonds, WA): September 
14 - 16.  Check the 
website for details and 
registration: http://www.
pugetsoundbirdfest.com/  

Chelan Ridge Hawk 
Migration Festival (Pateros, 
WA): Saturday, September 
14 - 15.  More information 
and on-line registration 
available at https://www.
hawkwatch.org/participate/
special-events/item/648-chelan-
ridge-hawk-migration-festival

Point No Point (Hansville): 
Saturday, September 15.  Al & 
Andrew Westphal, leaders: 206-
780-7844 or westphalac@aol.
com (e-mail preferred) to register.  
One the very richest birding 
locations in Kitsap County, we 
should see some interesting 
fall migrants plus the usual 
exciting birds of this designated 
“important bird area.”  Time 
permitting, we will also bird 
Norwegian Point Park.  Bring 
a scope if you have one.  Meet 
at 8:00 a.m. at the lighthouse 
parking lot.   Note the earlier-
than-usual start time.  The early/
mid-morning period that day 
coincides with a rapidly rising tide 
that could enhance our  
sea-birding conditions.  

Birdfest and Bluegrass 
(Ridgefield, WA): Oct. 5 – 7.  
Check the website for details 
and schedule of events: https://
ridgefieldfriends.org/birdfest-
bluegrass/

Other Birding Festivals: A more 
complete summary of events 
statewide may be found at the 
Washington State Audubon site: 
http://wa.audubon.org/bird-
festivals-0

Billy Frank - Nisqually National 
Wildlife Refuge: Saturday, 
October 20.  Al & Andrew 
Westphal, leaders:  westphalac@
aol.com, 206-780-7844 (e-mail 
preferred).  One of the best 
locations in our area to observe 
an array of migrating and over-
wintering waterfowl along with 
many other birds.  We will walk 
the forest and barn trails and 
as far out on the boardwalk 
as we care to go. There is a 

good option for lunch after 
birding at Norma’s just 
outside the refuge.  Watch 
weather forecasts and dress 
accordingly!  Meet at the 
parking lot by the visitor 
center at 8:30 a.m.

Field Trip 
Report

Nisqually National Wildlife 
Refuge, June 9.  Eleven of us 
closed out the 2017-18 field 
trip season with the annual 
spring visit to the Billy Frank, 
Jr. Nisqually National Wildlife 
Refuge.  We enjoyed two hours 
of gray but pleasant weather 
as we started past the visitor 
center pond and through the 
woodland.  That was followed 
by an hour of intermittent 
downpour and scattered 
hail!  Still, we can’t complain 
about the day with 43 species 
observed.  Highlights included 
terrific close looks at a pair of 
Swainson’s Thrushes, a lovely 
family of four Brown Creepers, 
a reasonably cooperative Black-
headed Grosbeak, and the sole 
raptor of the day, a bedraggled 
Northern Harrier sitting alongside 
the parking lot path to bid us 
farewell. 

     Barb Chan took 
these stunning 
photographs of 
Western Bluebirds 
and a Virginia Rail 
at Theler Wetlands 
in Belfair.
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Wildlife Sightings - Janine Schutt
It was a busy summer in the 

Schutt yard near Wildcat Lake.  
We were privileged to enjoy 
numerous species raising their 
young, including mountain quail, 
pileated and hairy woodpeckers, 
nuthatches, chickadees, sparrows, 
black-headed grosbeaks, and 
purple finches.  Needless to say, 
the summer to-do list went out 
the window and the camera was 
frequently in hand!  In late June, 
John and Claudia McDonald were 
delighted by a pair of evening 
grosbeaks at their home near 
Lake Symington.  If you see 
something interesting, please 
e-mail me at jeschutt@hotmail.
com.  Be sure to put “Wildlife 

Sightings” in the subject line.  
Notable Kitsap Summer Bird 
Sightings from www.eBird.org
Mid-June: 1 Franklin’s gull in 
Hansville
Mid-late June: 1 Lesser black-
backed gull at Point No Point 
(Hansville)
July 9: 1 Cassin’s vireo at Chico 
Creek (Bremerton)
July 12: 7 mountain quails, 2 
western bluebirds in the clearcut 
by Gold Creek Rd. (Kitsap/Mason   
              County line)
July 20: 1 short-billed dowitcher 
at Point Julia (Port Gamble)
July 23: 2 solitary sandpipers at 
the Clear Creek Trail in Silverdale
Aug. 2: 23 American white 

pelicans flying near Port Gamble
Aug. 3: 1 eastern kingbird at 
Point Julia 
Aug. 3: 1 Baird’s sandpiper at 
Chico Creek 
Aug. 4: 1 barn owl near Port 
Orchard
Aug. 5: 1 black oystercatcher at 
Point Julia
Aug. 5: 1 green heron by Fletcher 
Bay Rd. (west Bainbridge Island)
Aug. 7: 1 Bullock’s oriole near 
Southworth
Aug. 7: 1 black phoebe at 
Foulweather Bluff Preserve 
(Hansville)
Aug. 12: 4 parasitic jaegers, 1 
black swift at Restoration Point 
(south Bainbridge Island)

Photographs by Janine 
Schutt of her resident 
Pileated Woodpeckers 
and Mountain Quail 
family.

Bird of the Month: Belted Kingfisher- Janine Schutt

       The Belted Kingfisher is a 
common sight around Kitsap 
County’s marine and freshwater 
habitats.  It is also the mascot 

of Kitsap Audubon Society and 
the namesake of our monthly 
newsletter.  Here are some 
fascinating facts about the Belted 

Kingfisher: 
•  Females are more colorful 
than males, having rufous sides 
and a rufous band across the 
upper belly, both of which are 
lacking on males. 
• Kingfishers often hover over 
open water to search for prey.  
• They will dive headfirst into 
the water to snare small fish or 
other aquatic creatures found 
near the surface. 
• After capturing its prey, the 
kingfisher slams it against a 
branch to stun the hapless 

critter.  It then swallows it head-
first.   
• Kingfishers nest in burrows they 
excavate in earthen banks.  To aid 
the digging, two of a kingfisher’s 
toes are fused together, which act 
as a built-in shovel.   
• Nesting burrows can be one to 
eight feed long. 
• Nestlings peck at the nest 
chamber wall to cover their 
excrement with dirt. 
• Undigestible materials, such 
as fish bones and scales, are 
regurgitated as pellets. 
• Kingfishers are solitary birds, 
outside of the breeding season.  
Photo by Janine Schutt

http://www.eBird.org


You’re invited to a day at the beach!

Are seabirds in the southern 
Salish Sea increasing or decreas-
ing in numbers? Which species 
are changing their range? Help 
us find out. The Puget Sound 
Seabird Survey (PSSS) is a com-
munity and citizen science project 
managed by Seattle Audubon 
that empowers volunteer bird-
watchers to gather valuable data 
on wintering seabird populations 
across the southern Salish Sea.

This season we will be ex-
panding the project, yet again, 
this time north to the Canadian 
border and the San Juan Islands. 
We received funding from the 
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s National Estuary Program 
through the Washington Dept. of 
Fish & Wildlife to add 15-30 new 
survey sites, develop an oil spill 
plan and train volunteers on how 

to react to a spill.
You can contribute to this 

vital seabird science by joining 
the twelfth season of this excit-
ing project. We are now recruit-
ing enthusiastic and dedicated 
volunteers to help us monitor the 
status of our local wintering sea-
birds. Training on survey method-
ology will be provided at a loca-
tion near you in September and 
early October. Volunteers should 
ideally be able to identify Puget 
Sound’s seabird species 
and be available on the first 
Saturday of each month, 
October through April, to 
conduct a 30-minute survey. 
But, if determining between 
Lesser and Greater Scaup 
is a challenge, we’ll team 
you up with more knowl-
edgeable surveyors. To help 

us determine each volunteer’s 
seabird identification skills, visit 
www.seabirdsurvey.com to take 
our quick, fun Seabird ID quiz.

Learn more, including train-
ing dates, at www.seabirdsurvey.
org and email Toby Ross, Senior 
Science Manager tobyr@seat-
tleaudubon.org if you would like 
more information or to take part.

 

White-winged Scoter. Photo 
by Doug Schurman.

       The Coastal Observation and 
Seabird Survey Team (COASST) 
is looking for volunteers to help 
with a study (funded by the 
NOAA Marine Debris Program) 
to improve long-term monitoring, 
prevention, and management of 
marine debris. 
Who:  Anyone interested in 
spending a day at the beach in 
support of marine conservation 
science. 
What:  attend one or more on-
the-beach events, where you 
will survey for marine debris 
following instructions provided 
by staff.  
There will also be opportunities 
to conduct a beach clean-up 
and to attend a COASST marine 
debris monitoring trainings 
session to learn about long-term 
ways to participate in the citizen 
science of marine debris. 
Where and When: 
September 16th, 2018  

Port Townsend Marine Science 
Center 
532 Battery Way 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Sign up for a 2 hour timeslot 
between 10 am and 2 pm 
Why:  Many people are 
concerned about the 
environmental, human health 
and economic effects of marine 
debris, especially plastics. 
Prevention and management of 
marine debris, whether through 
policy, education or invention or 
intervention, is dependent on 
solid science – an understanding 
of its sources, fates and impacts. 
This kind of information can 
be gathered and shared as a 
collaboration between scientists 
and the public, and there are 
many organizations, including 
COASST and the NOAA Marine 
Debris Program, that are 
attempting to do just that. This 
project is an effort to ensure that 

data collection methods provide 
the highest quality information 
possible. We will be trialing 
different methods for surveying 
marine debris to inform long-
term monitoring efforts. 
PLEASE RSVP by contacting 
COASST at  206-221-6893  or  
coasst@uw.edu .  
If you can’t make this event but 
would like to learn about the next 
one, just let us know. We have 
events scheduled on beaches in 
Port Townsend, Point No Point, 
Kalaloch, Ocean Shores, and 
Carkeek. We hope to see you 
there! 
Jackie Lindsey, Participant 
Coordinator 
Coastal Observation and Seabird 
Survey Team 
University of Washington 
Box 355020 
Seattle, WA 98195-5020 
Phone: 206.221.6893 
www.coasst.org 

Go birding and make a difference!



Stillwaters Annual Used Book Sale
       Stillwaters Environmental Center will be hosting its Annual Used Book Sale on 
three weekends (10 to 4 p.m., Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays): September 21 through 
October 7. Stillwaters Environmental Center is located at 26059 Barber Cut Off Road in 
Kingston.
       Regular low prices $2 or less for most books. Thousands of books, new and used, covering 
all subjects, fiction and non-fiction. The sale also includes audio books, CD’s and DVD’s.
       Check out “Dollar Day,” Friday, October 5, when most books will be a dollar or less. On 
October 6 & 7, books will be sold for $5.00 per grocery bag full.  After the sale, we will be 
looking for homes for the leftover books in good condition. 

CONTACT: Naomi Maasberg, 360-297-1226; naomi@stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.org; www.
stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.org

                For Period 7/1/2017 - 6/30/2018

2017/2018 Ordinary Income/Expense Cash Position on June 30, 2018
 
Income: Operating Cash:
Chapter Dues 44% 12,685        Checking 13,511          
NAS Dues Share 7% 1,988          Savings - Money Market 2,427            
One Call for All 28% 7,979                         Donations - Pass Through -                
Kitsap Great Give 11% 3,301          Total Checking/Savings 15,938$        
Donations - Other 8% 2,262          Investments:
Donations - Pass Through 0% -              Bequest Funds - Money Market 1,607            
Fundraising Income 2% 647             Ann Sleight Memorial Fund
Memorials, Interest, Misc. 0% 2                   (Kitsap Community Foundation) 390,569        
Total Ordinary Income 100% 28,864$      Total Investments 392,176$      

Expense: NOTES:
Administration 12% 3,772          
Newsletter - Print/Mail 13% 4,178           Ann Sleight Memorial Fund Activity:
Washington Audubon 9% 3,000          Fund Value Increase (decrease) 35,232          
Kitsap Forest & Bay Project 32% 10,000        Blue Bird Project Donation 521               
Olympic Pen. Audubon Bldg. Fund 3% 1,000          Investment Management Fees (6,641)           
GPC - Clear Creek Trail 2% 500             Net 2017/18 net Fund Value Increase 29,112          
Education 6% 1,793          Ann Sleight Memorial Scholarships (6,000)           
Programs/Speakers 3% 975             Net Fund Balance Change 23,112$        
Rent 5% 1,626          
Professional Services 3% 800             Bequest Fund Money Mkt. Activity
Special Projects 0% -              2017 balance plus interest 4,607            
Scholarships 13% 4,000          Ann Sleight Memorial Scholarship (3,000)           
Total Ordinary Expense 100% 31,644$      6/30/18 Balance 1,607$          
Net Ordinary Income (2,780)$        

Kitsap Audubon Annual Financial Report
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Kitsap Audubon Society
P.O. Box 961, Poulsbo, WA 98370

Address Service Requested

The mission of the Kitsap Audubon Society is to preserve the natural world 
through education, environmental study and habitat protection, and to 
promote awareness and enjoyment of local and regional natural areas.

Visit our website at www.kitsapaudubon.org

Kitsap Audubon Society - Membership Renewal
Join/Renew online at http:/www.kitsapaudubon.org/membership or 

make check payable to KAS and mail to KAS, PO Box 961, Poulsbo, WA 98370 
Name _________________________________________________________ Phone ________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________ State ___________Zip _______________

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

 Check here to receive your Kingfisher via Email and save us the expense of printing and mailing.     
  Members receive ten issues of the Kingfisher newsletter each year.

Select Category Of Membership:
 Individual Annual Membership $20  Individual LIFE Membership $300
 Family Annual Membership $30  Family LIFE Membership $500
 Contributing Annual Membership $50  Supporting Annual Membership $100 
 Sustaining Annual Membership $75 (Contact KAS Treasurer for LIFE Membership payment options

Additional donation:   Scholarships $______   Audubon Adventures $ _______   Other $________

The Kitsap Audubon Society is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible. 

Your contact information is not sold, disclosed or shared with any entity outside KAS. 

The Kingfisher is the newsletter of the 
Kitsap Audubon Society, P.O. Box 961, 
Poulsbo, WA 98370. It is published 
ten times a year, September to June. 
Submissions from readers are welcome. 
We reserve the right to edit for space, 
grammar or legal reasons. Email text or 
photographs to genebullock@comcast.net 
or mail to Gene Bullock, 1968 NE Lind Ct., 
Poulsbo WA 98370. Our deadline is the 
15th of the preceding month.

The Wild Bird Store in Poulsbo, Wild Bird Center in Silverdale and Wild Birds Unlimited 
in Gig Harbor donate to Kitsap Audubon 5% of their sales to Kitsap Audubon members.  
Be sure to let them know you are a member of Kitsap Audubon.
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