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       Holiday Mitten Tree Donations
        At our December meeting, we’ll decorate our traditional  
holiday Mitten Tree with donated hats, mittens, scarves and non-
perishable food and toiletries for Kitsap charitable organizations.

December 14, 2017, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. - Poulsbo Library

        Some 47 million of us are bird 
watchers, according to surveys by the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.  We buy 100 
million tons of bird seed every year and 
support a book, software, equipment, and 
ecotourisn industry that generates $107 
billion in annual revenues. Besides being 
good for state and local economies, it 
helps birds because people want to save 
what they know and love. Bird watching 
is a wonderfully enjoyable way to connect 
people of all ages and abilities with birds 
and nature.  As one of America’s fastest-
growing hobbies, it profoundly affects our 
attitudes, public policies and relationships 
with the environment.  Kitsap Audubon 
and its myriad connections weave a 
sometimes surprising tapestry in the 
Kitsap community.  
       Gene Bullock has been editor of the 
Kingfisher for 12 years and has organized 
the annual Kitsap County Christmas Bird 
Count for 14 years. For the last five years 
he has been writing a monthly column on 
bird watching that appears in six Kitsap 
weekly newspapers. 
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Connecting birds and people
by Gene Bullock



A KAS member 
mentioned that she had 
seen snow geese flying 
past her house recently.  
It reminded me of all the 
interesting winter visitors 
from up North we get this 
time of year. Certainly 
something to brighten 
these dark and rainy 
days in addition to the 
upcoming holidays.

We’ll start our holiday 
celebration at our meeting 
on December 14 by 
decorating our Mitten Tree 
with the many lovely items 
knitted and crocheted by 
the women at the Purdy 
prison as well as some 
lovely handmade articles 
from our members. We 
will also be accepting donations 
of warm hats for men and boys, 
mittens or gloves for all ages, 
warm socks and nonperishable 
food goods.  These items will 
be distributed to Kitsap County 
charities for needy families.  
And just a reminder, we accept 
donations of yarn all year round.

If you haven’t looked at 
the KAS website lately, you 
might want to take a minute to 
pull it up.  Michael Szerlog, our 
volunteer webmaster, has been 
working hard to continue to 
develop and expand it with input 
from our board members. In my 
unbiased opinion, it is one of the 
nicest websites among the other 
chapters that I have seen. 

A quick update on the 
Marbled Murrelet Conservation 
Plan.  Unfortunately word just 
came out that the Board of 
Natural Resources selected 
Alternative D which will be 
reviewed over the next few 

months.  This plan fails to 
incorporate the best available 
science for the recovery of 
marbled murrelets and will 
not prevent the decline of 
marbled murrelet populations 
in Washington. The Marbled 
Murrelet Coalition will be 
meeting with Hilary Franz, our, 
Commissioner of Public Lands, 
and will advocate for a science- 
based alternative conservation 
plan. Anyone interested in 
more information about the 
Conservation Alternative 
submitted by the MAMU Coalition 
can e-mail me.

 At this special time of year, 
the board and I want to wish you 
a very lovely holiday season and a 
happy and healthy New Year and 
happy birding! 

 

Photo by Don Willott shows 
Diane Bachen and Sharron Ham 
with Mitten Tree donations 
made by volunteers at the Purdy 
women’s prison.

Kitsap Audubon Society meets the 2nd Thursday of each month, September through June, 7:00 to 9:00 
p.m., on the lower level of  the Poulsbo Library, 700 NE Lincoln Rd.  Programs free, open to the public. 
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The Sound to Olympics Trail (STO for short) is a regional trail 
that will cross Kitsap County, with branches connecting both the 
Bainbridge and Kingston ferries with the Hood Canal Bridge. There 
it will meet the Olympic Discovery Trail, slated to extend all the 
way to the Pacific Ocean.  Across Puget Sound, it will connect with 
the Burke-Gilman Trail and the Mountains to Sound Greenway.  
The STO is Kitsap’s link in the Washington Cross-state Trail, 
connecting all the way from the Pacific to Idaho.

The STO is intended to be a family-friendly paved path with 
room for people with disabilities, as well as walkers and cyclists 
preferring a more leisurely pace. The STO will also help preserve a 
scenic wildlife corridor across Kitsap.

Construction of the first section along SR305 in Winslow will 
be completed this December. This connects with Bainbridge Parks’ John Nelson Trail and the Ferncliff neighborhood. 
Six miles of the STO in Port Gamble will mainly use existing logging roads on land conserved by the Kitsap Forest & 
Bay coalition.

Pictured with the new STO banner, Don Willott is Conservation Chair of Kitsap Audubon and a member of the 
North Kitsap Trails Association. Don and Judy Willott represent Kitsap Audubon on the Port Gamble Heritage Forest 
Stewardship Committee.

Sound to Olympics Trail

The Poulsbo Parks & Recreation Department 
estimates that nearly 400 visitors came to view the 
annual salmon spawning run at Fish Park in Poulsbo. 
Similar tours were conducted at other locations in Kitsap 
County. The popular tours are a wonderful way to connect 
with families. 

Kitsap Audubon Education Chair, Gene Bullock, talked 
with dozens of families about birds and  Kitsap Audubon.

Fish Park Salmon Tours

            At our Dec. 14th meeting, we’ll be selling special greeting 
cards with envelopes, featuring beautiful NW bird art by noted local 
artist Nancy Sefton. The cards are blank on the inside and make 
nice holiday gifts.  A package of five cards, featuring five different 
birds, sells for $15, and Nancy Sefton (member of both KAS and the 
Poulsbo Artist League) is donating all proceeds to Kitsap Audubon.

Greeting cards feature NW bird art 

The Wild Bird store (next to Elmer’s Restaurant in 
Poulsbo) will donate to Kitsap Audubon 5% of the 
proceeds of sales to Kitsap Audubon members.  
Let Owner Karen Dieter know you are a Kitsap 
Audubon member at the time of your purchase.  
She will deliver larger bags of bird seed anywhere 
in North Kitsap, Keyport or Bainbridge Island, as 
well as to our monthly meetings. Call her 360-598-
4141 or email karenthewildbird@gmail.com  



Birding Festivals: A summary of 
events statewide may be found at 
the Washington State Audubon 
site: http://wa.audubon.org/bird-
festivals-0

CBC Training and Warmup 
at Point No Point, Saturday, 
December 9, 9:00 a.m.  No 
advance registration required.  
Gene Bullock and other CBC 
group leaders will host this 
event.  Novice birders and first-
time Christmas Bird Counters 
are encouraged to come out to 
one of the county’s premiere 
birding locations for some 
background and training on the 
annual Audubon Christmas Bird 
Count.  This event will address 
CBC history, procedures, data 
collection, and bird counting 
techniques, and should be helpful 
in preparing for the CBC itself 
later in the month.  (Of course 
we’ll look at some of Point No 
Point’s winter birds too!)

Marrowstone Island, Oak 
Bay, Fort Flagler, Wednesday, 
January 24.   George Gerdts 
& Mary Anne Rossing, leaders.  
Two accomplished naturalists will 
lead a tour to a number of spots 
featuring wintering waterfowl and 
other birds, possibly venturing as 
far as Port Townsend. The group 
will assemble at 8 a.m. at the boat 
launch area of Salsbury County 
Park and form car pools for the 
day. Expect to finish at Fort 
Flagler or Fort Worden State Park 
and return by late afternoon. Pack 
a lunch and snacks for a FULL-
DAY EVENT. Due to constricted 
access at several locations, this 
group size must be limited to 
two carloads, so contact George 
ASAP to sign up at geopandion@
gmail.com or 206-842-8138 (leave 
a message) for a reserved spot. 
Also please notify George of any 
cancellations in order to make 

sure all spaces can be filled.

Skagit/Samish Flats Area: 
Saturday, February 10.  Al 
& Andrew Westphal, leaders, 
westphalac@aol.com, 206-780-
7844 (e-mail preferred).  Back by 
popular demand!  We will look 
for the over-wintering flocks 
of Snow Geese and Trumpeter 
Swans along with a terrific array 
of other waterfowl, shorebirds, 
raptors, and others.  This will be 
a long full-day event. Group size 
is limited. Contact Al Westphal to 
register and for details.

Lion’s Field/Port Washington 
Narrows: Saturday, February 24, 
2018 (half-day). Contact Gene or 
Sandy Bullock to reserve a spot 
(360-394-5635; genebullock@
comcast.net). This morning field 
trip to Port Washington Narrows 
in Bremerton is a tradition started 
many years ago by Ivan Summers. 
We customarily end it with lunch 
at the Boatshed Restaurant. Tens 
of thousands of marine birds 
winter in these protected waters, 
and well-maintained Bremerton 
parks provide outstanding views 
plus convenient parking. We’ll 
meet at 9 a.m. at Lion’s Field Park 
on Lebo Lane. We’ll also visit 
Evergreen Park and stop at Lower 
Rota Vista Park. Kitsap Audubon 
has installed steps, a handrail 
and an interpretive sign at this 
charming little park at the end of 
Elizabeth Avenue, which offers 
exceptional views of a unique 
colony of Pelagic Cormorants 
and pair of Peregrine Falcons 
that nest on the underside of the 
Warren Avenue Bridge.

Circumnavigate Bainbridge 
Island: Saturday, March 24 (BI 
Parks & Rec. event).  Aboard 
the ADMIRAL PETE with George 
Gerdts as leader/naturalist.  AN 
ANNUAL HIGHLIGHT: SAVE THE 

DATE!  Details will follow in the 
January Kingfisher.

Trip Reports
Billy Frank-Nisqually NWR, 
October 21.  Led by Al & Andrew 
Westphal.  The day was not only 
a lot better than expected, it 
was a downright good day by 
any measure.  Nine KAS birders 
set out in spite of a miserable 
forecast.  We were rewarded 
by much better than expected 
weather and a tally of 54 species 
observed, including great looks 
at the cacklers plus three other 
goose species, a bunch of 
shorebirds and raptors, a glimpse 
of the American Bittern, a rare 
observation of a Barred Owl at 
Nisqually, and maybe best of all 
the excellent observation of two 
Wilson’s Snipes in an unlikely 
location.

BI Owl Prowl, October 29.  Led 
by Jamie Acker. Here’s the report 
in his own words: “A group of 
11 owlers went out this foggy 
morning.  Our second stop 
produced a vocal but unseen 
northern saw-whet owl.  We were 
rewarded at the second stop 
with a good long look at a saw-
whet that perched three feet 
off the ground twenty feet from 
us.  Three stops and two more 
saw-whets later, the group spent 
twenty quality minutes with a 
very cooperative and photogenic 
barred owl.  This was the only 
barred owl of the morning, which 
was surprising to me in that 
before I met up with the group, 
I had made a stop and had two 
barred owls calling from different 
directions.  The last stop of the 
morning was to listen to a great 
horned owl calling just before 
sunrise.”

Field Trips & Festivals - Al & Andrew Westphal
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Sign up for one or both Kitsap Audubon
Christmas Bird Count Circles

      Now, in addition to signing up 
for our traditional Kitsap County 
Annual Christmas Bird Count on 
Saturday, December 16, you can 
also sign up for our reactivated 
North Kitsap-Port Gamble circle 
on Saturday, December 30.
       All skill levels are welcome, 
because we need help counting 
and recording our observations.
       To sign up, contact the Field 
Team Leader for the Area that 
interests you (see contact lists).
       If you’re unable to join a field 
team, you have the option of 
counting birds that day in your 
own backyard.  To sign up for the 
backyard count, contact Janine 

Schutt (jeschutt@hotmail.com; 
360-830-4446).
       The Audubon Christmas 
Bird Count started in 1900, and 
is a 118-year-old tradition that 
has become longest running 
bird census on the planet. It’s 
important citizen science because 
scientists rely on the data from 
more than 2500 count circles 
to monitor population trends 
and map the effects of climate 
change on shifting ranges.
       Kitsap Audubon has been 
conducting these annual counts 
for 44 years without interruption.  
But Kitsap birders have lamented 
the fact that some of its most 

popular and productive birding 
hotspots are in North Kitsap. 
       A 15-mile-diameter circle 
centered near Port Gamble was 
created in the 80s, but then 
abandoned.  Scott Downes 
reactivated it in 1997; but moved 
away in 1999; so the circle has 
been dormant for 18 years.  
       Janine Schutt is the official 
compiler for the Kitsap County 
CBC. She compiles the resulting 
observations and submits them 
to National Audubon.
       The official compiler for the 
NK-Port Gamble CBC is Jennifer 
Standish.

2017 Kitsap Audubon Christmas Bird Count 
Saturday, December 16, 2017 -- To sign up, contact area leader directly

AREA     WHERE                 CONTACT TELEPHONE   E-MAIL
1 Port Orchard Chazz Hesselein 360-633-0486 chazz@hesselein.com
2 West Bremerton Brad Waggoner 206-780-9581  wagtail24@gmail.com 
3 Chico/Seabeck Lisa Pedersen 360-830-4768 lisa_mp52@yahoo.com
4 East Bremerton Victor Ulsh 360-479-6900 vic@bradleyscottinc.com 
5 South B I Lee & Kirk Robinson 206-842-0774 leerob9672@gmail.com
6 North B I George Gerdts 206-842-8138 geopandion@gmail.com

7A Silverdale/Keyport Al & Andrew Westphal 206-780-7844 westphalac@aol.com
7B Poulsbo Gene & Sandy Bullock 360-394-5635 genebullock@comcast.net
 Owls Jamie Acker 206-499-7121 owler@sounddsl.com
 Backyard Count Janine Schutt 360-830-4446 jeschutt@hotmail.com

CBC Data Compiler Janine Schutt 360-830-4446 jeschutt@hotmail.com

NK-Port Gamble Christmas Bird Count  
Saturday, December 30, - contact Leader directly

AREA     WHERE                 CONTACT TELEPHONE   E-MAIL
1 Hansville         Al & Andrew Westphal 206-780-7844 westphalac@aol.com

2 Kingston Stillwaters CBC Team 360-297-1226
info@

stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.
org

3 Port Gamble Judy & Don Willott 206-842-6939 jdwillott@mac.com

4 Port Ludlow/Shine             Jennifer Standish/Connie 
Bickerton 206-200-8425 magma1306@gmail.com/

connieb_1999@yahoo.com
5 Poulsbo      Gene & Sandy Bullock 360-394-5635 genebullock@comcast.net
 Backyard Count Janine Schutt 360-830-4446 jeschutt@hotmail.com
 CBC Compiler Jennifer Standish 206-293-9320 magma1306@gmail.com

Owls?
Other areas?
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Wildlie Sightings - Janine Schutt
       First let me say that it is an honor to succeed Joan Carson in coordinating the monthly Wildlife 
Sightings report.  Thank you, Joan for your many years of dedication!  
       In addition to the sightings provided by KAS members, I plan to supplement the monthly report with 
notable bird sightings around Kitsap County from www.ebird.org.  
       Please send me your sightings (e-mail preferred) at jeschutt@hotmail.com; 360-830-4446. Put 
“Wildife Sightings” in the subject line.

Notable Kitsap Bird Sightings from www.eBird.org
Oct. 10 at Fish Park (Poulsbo): 1 green heron
Oct. 13 at Foulweather Bluff (near Hansville): 1 lapland longspur
Oct. 13 at Norwegian Point (Hansville): 1 little gull
Oct. 14 at Norwegian Point: 1 ancient murrelet, 1 Franklin’s gull
Oct. 15 at Nature Conservancy Foulweather Bluff Preserve: 8 black scoters, 2 rough-legged hawks, 2 

peregrine falcons, 1 Wilson’s snipe
Oct. 20 in Gorst behind Peninsula Subaru: 4 long-billed dowitchers
Nov. 4 at Restoration Point (Bainbridge Island): 7 snow geese, 30 harlequin, ducks, 12 black scoters, 

10 surfbirds, 125 cedar waxwings feeding on madrone berries
Nov. 8 at Driftwood Key: 1 Iceland gull (formerly known as Thayer’s), 1 northern shrike
Nov. 8 at Foulweather Bluff: 2 harlequin ducks, 1 eared grebe, 11 ancient murrelets
Nov. 8 at Point No Point: 1 palm warbler, 7 Lincoln’s sparrows
Nov. 10 at Kitsap Lake (Bremerton): 1 tundra swan, 3 canvasbacks
Nov. 10 at Dickerson Creek (near Bremerton): 1 merlin
Nov. 12 at Tracyton Boat Launch: 11 long-tailed ducks

What is eBird? - Janine Schutt
The Internet site, www.

ebird.org, is a joint venture of 
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
and National Audubon Society 
that was launched in 2002.  It has 
become the preferred portal for 
millions of birders who routinely 
use it to record and share their 
observations. As stated on the 
website, it is “Birding in the 
21st Century.” Users can post 
their sightings in real time, and 
scientists use the data to track 
species distribution.  Anyone 
interested in researching where 
species have been found can 
access the data.  A username and 
password are all that is required 
to be a contributor.  

The “Help” section of the 
website explains how to use 
eBird; but for some it can be 
overwhelming at first.  So I’ll be 
using this column each month to 
offer tips on how to make the 
most of eBird’s many features.  

I must give a 
warning though: 
eBird can be 
addictive!  Some 
people peruse 
social media 
websites daily, 
but I prefer 
eBird!  It is an 
exciting way 
to contribute 
to the world 
of birding, and 
is very useful 
when planning 
trips.  For those 
of us who don’t have unlimited 
time or money for excursions, 
eBird is an essential tool for 
targeting specific species and 
locations.  It is also a paperless 
way to keep track of personal 
observations and life lists. 

And you don’t have to travel 
far to post a list to eBird.  I have 
submitted over 300 lists from 

my backyard.  In an article I once 
read about eBird, it was stated 
that a retired couple had been 
posting their daily backyard lists 
for years and scientists had taken 
notice of the consistent source 
of invaluable data.  So sign up to 
use eBird today!  But don’t try to 
register with “stellersjay” as your 
username.  That one is already 
taken!   

http://www.ebird.org
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 “Never doubt that a small group 
of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world; indeed, 
it’s the only thing that ever has.” 
Margaret Mead.
     In 1896, Boston socialite 
Harriet Hemenway read accounts 
of commercial hunters who 
were wiping out entire colonies 
of terns, herons and egrets to 
supply feathers for fashionable 
women’s hats. At $20 an ounce, 
equivalent to $510 in today’s 
dollars, wild bird feathers were 
more valuable than gold at the 
time. Commercial hunters were 
slaughtering more than 5 million 
birds a year, and many Atlantic 
Coast species were edging 
toward extinction.
     It was 24 years before women 
had the vote, but Harriet was 
a force to be reckoned with. 
She and her cousin Minna Hall 
organized teas for the women of 
Boston society and urged them 
to boycott the use of feathers in 
women’s hats. Some 900 women 
joined her and formed the 
Massachusetts Audubon Society. 
       Harriet engaged 
ornithologists and scientists 
in the rgion, and recruited 
noted ornithologist William 
Brewster as the organization’s 
first President. The following 
year, they pressured the 
Massachusetts legislature to 
enact a law outlawing the trade 
in wild bird feathers. In 1900, the 
Lacy Act prohibited the interstate 
shipment of animals killed in 
violation of local laws.
       Her crusade spread to 
England, and Queen Victoria 
announced that she would no 
longer wear feathers.
       During the next few years, 
Audubon groups formed in 
many other states, including 

Pennsylvania, New York, Vermont 
and Washington D.C. In 1905, 
Harriet helped form a National 
Committee of Audubon Societies, 
which later became the National 

Audubon Society. However, Mass. 
Audubon remains, to this day, a 
separate organization.
       Founded to protect wild 
birds and their habitat, the 
new organization drove efforts 
that resulted in passage of the 
Migratory Bird Conservation Act 
of 1913 and the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act of 1918 – effectively 
eliminating the commercial 
plumage trade. 
       In 1922, Harriet helped 
champion the purchase of 43 
acres in Sharon, Mass. to create 
one of the Nation’s first wildlife 
refuges. Today the Moose Hill 
Wildlife Sanctuary has 2,000 
acres.
       In the 1970s, Seattle 
Audubon co-founder Hazel Wolf 
initiated the founding of 21 new 
Audubon chapters in Washington 
State. One of the leaders she 
mentored was Helen Engle, who 
co-founded Tahoma Audubon 
and led the creation of the 
Nisqually Wildlife Refuge.
       National Audubon’s 1.2 
million members are almost 
evenly split between progressives 
(52%) and centrist/conservatives 
(48%), so saving birds transcends 
partisan politics. It is our love 
for birds and our desire to save 
them that unites us. We owe an 
enormous debt to these women 
and their legacy of environmental 
action and devotion to birds.

Painting of Harriet Hemenway
 
Great Blue Heron photo by Jay 
Wiggs.

Wild bird feathers were the 
fashion in 1890s hats for 
women.

How one woman ended the feather trade
by Gene Bullock
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The mission of the Kitsap Audubon Society is to preserve the natural world 
through education, environmental study and habitat protection, and to 
promote awareness and enjoyment of local and regional natural areas.

Visit our website at www.kitsapaudubon.org

Kitsap Audubon Society - Membership Renewal
Make check payable to KAS and mail to KAS, PO Box 961, Poulsbo, WA 98370 

Name _________________________________________________________ Phone ________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________________ State ___________Zip _______________

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

 Check here to receive your Kingfisher via Email and save us the expense of printing and mailing.     
  Members receive ten issues of the Kingfisher newsletter each year.

Select Category Of Membership:
 Individual Annual Membership $20  Individual LIFE Membership $300
 Family Annual Membership $30  Family LIFE Membership $500
 Contributing Annual Membership $50  Supporting Annual Membership $100 
 Sustaining Annual Membership $75 (Contact KAS Treasurer for LIFE Membership payment options

Additional donation:   Scholarships $______   Audubon Adventures $ _______   Other $________

The Kitsap Audubon Society is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible. 

Your contact information is not sold, disclosed or shared with any entity outside KAS. 

The Kingfisher is the newsletter of the 
Kitsap Audubon Society, P.O. Box 961, 
Poulsbo, WA 98370. It is published 
ten times a year, September to June. 
Submissions from readers are welcome. 
We reserve the right to edit for space, 
grammar or legal reasons. Email text or 
photographs to genebullock@comcast.
net or mail to Gene Bullock, 1968 
NE Lind Ct., Poulsbo WA 98370. Our 
deadline is the 15th of the preceding 
month.

To receive your Kingfisher via email 
and save us the expense of printing 
and mailing, send your request to 
genebullock@comcast.net.


