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     Award-winning nature photographer 
and “master birder” Tim Boyer will 
talk about the epic migrations of 
shorebirds, focusing on the trans-
oceanic migrations of six of the 
38 common shorebirds found in 
Washington State, including Bar-tailed 
Godwits, Pacific Golden Plovers, 
Sanderlings and others that cross the 
majority of the Pacific Ocean. We’ll 
look at where they migrate, why they 
migrate and how they are able to travel 
so far.  
       These global migrants require 
global conservation and climate change 
solutions. In an effort to understand 
their remarkable journeys, we need 
to look beyond the North American 
borders and see where shorebirds spend 
most of their lives.
       Tim Boyer’s images have 
been published in many bird and 
nature magazines. He is a full-time 
photographer and a graduate of 
Seattle Audubon’s Master Birder 
Program. He enjoys sharing his 
knowledge of photography and birds 
through workshops and presentations. 
Shorebirds are his favorite family 

group of birds, 
and he spends a 
lot of weekends 
on the Washington 
Coast. Tim 
has a degree 
in Recreation 
and Parks 
Management, 
and had a career 
as a mountain 
guide in Alaska, 
Washington, 
Canada, Mexico 
and Ecuador. 
He’s been to 
the top of North 
America (Denali) six times. Toss in 
a few marathons, an 18 year stint at 
a large nonprofit where he was once 
the corporate controller (which he 
still can’t believe) and you can see 
he’s ready for adventure. He’s been a 
photographer since high school, (you 
know back when they used black and 
white film). He always knew he would 
have three different careers but didn’t 
think that Bird Photography Workshop 
Leader 

Shorebirds, the Miracle of Migration

Kitsap Audubon donates 
additional $5,000 for Illahee 

Preserve land purchase.

Bar-tailed Godwit by Tim 
Boyer.
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I hope that by now we are 
all seeing some signs of spring.  
Because of the storm and 
record snows in February, we 
had to cancel our membership 
meeting on February 14. Janine 
Schutt’s excellent presentation 
on Gardening for Birds has been 
rescheduled for May, 2019.

 All the snow and low 
temperatures got me thinking 
about how our feathered friends 
survive the winter, especially in 
colder climates. Coincidentally, 
there was an article in the winter 
edition of Living Bird (Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology quarterly 
magazine) about the strategies 
birds use to survive winter 
environments.  While most birds 
depart for warmer climes, those 
that stay have two big hurdles: 
staying warm and finding food.  
The article talks about a number 
of behaviors that a variety of 
birds demonstrate to meet these 
challenges.  The article can be 
read online by going to the Living 
Bird magazine at the Cornell site.

At our February board 
meeting we voted to make two 
donations on behalf of Kitsap 
Audubon.  One is $5,000 to the 
Illahee Preserve for additional 
land acquisition, and the other is 
$500 to the Patrick Sullivan Young 
Birder’s Fund of the Washington 
Ornithological Society.  See more 
about these two donations in this 
Kingfisher.

We have had a request 
from Krystal Meiners, who is 
with the outdoor activities 
program, Barnacles and Bees, 
for a volunteer to be the “bird 
expert” for about an hour. This 
group ages 2-6 meets at Illahee 
State Park. For more information, 
please contact Krystal Meiners at 
krystal.a.meiners@gmail.com or 

206-
371-

3511.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity to get young children 
interested in birds and birding.

Volunteers needed!  KAS 
needs volunteers willing to be 
trained as back-ups for our sound 
system set-up. Having more than 
one back-up will ensure that 
someone can step in if Gene  
Bullock is unable to attend a 
meeting.

Kitsap Audubon also needs 
some new Board members to 
ensure continuity into the future.  
Our most urgent need is for a 
new Treasurer. The duties of 
Treasurer will change as a result 
of the Ann Sleight bequest.  In 
the future, the Treasurer may not 
require strong accounting skills; 
but will serve as Board liaison 
with a hired bookkeeper and 
our fund manager. Of course, 
the duties will continue to 
include banking, paying bills, and 
oversight and reporting on Kitsap 
Audubon’s financial affairs. Please 
let me know if you or someone 
you know might be interested.

Happy St. Paddy’s Day and 
I hope that March truly goes out 
like a lamb. 

. 

Kitsap Audubon Society meets the 2nd Thursday of each month, September through June, 7:00 to 9:00 
p.m., on the lower level of  the Poulsbo Library, 700 NE Lincoln Rd.  Programs free, open to the public. 
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Kitsap Audubon needs you!
       Ann Sleight, one of our 
most devoted founders, left us a 
generous bequest to ensure that 
Kitsap Audubon can continue to 
be a vibrant community resource 
far into the future.  But money 
alone won’t do it.  Our success 
depends above all on people who 
are willing to give their time and 
creative energies. 
       During the 18 years Sandy 
and I have been coming to 
Kitsap Audubon meetings, we’ve 
witnessed several generations of 
passionate leaders who gave it 
their all for a period of years and 
then, usually because of age or 
health, handed the reins to the 
next generation.  
       One of the paramount 
duties of good leaders is to 
make themselves replaceable by 
preparing the next generation of 
leaders.
Positions open on the Board 
       Kitsap Audubon has several 
open positions on our Board of 

Directors. The main requirement 
is the willingness to attend our 
monthly Board meetings.  If you 
think you might be interested, 
come to a Board meeting and 
get a taste of what’s involved.  
Board meetings are open to all 
members. The Kitsap Audubon 
Board currently meets from 5:30 
to 8:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday 
of every month, except July and 
August.  The Poulsbo Inn on 
Route 305 in Poulsbo allows us 
to meet in their breakfast room 
for free. Members bring their 
own food, and the Poulsbo Inn 
generously provides free coffee.
We need a new Treasurer 
       Kitsap Audubon will urgently 
need a new treasurer, ready 
to begin next July 1st, 2019.  
However, the job description has 
changed dramatically as a result 
of the Ann Sleight’s bequest.  
Kitsap Audubon can no longer 
count on electing treasurers with 
the accounting skills required 

by our more complex financial 
affairs. Future KAS treasurers 
will continue to be responsible 
for banking receipts, paying bills 
and providing the Board with 
detailed oversight of our financial 
affairs.  But the bookkeeping 
function may be delegated to a 
professional outside service, and 
the treasurer will serve as the 
Board liaison with such outside 
services as bookkeeping and fund 
management.  
Other volunteer opportunities 
       We have other volunteer 
opportunities besides Board 
membership. You can offer to 
serve on one of our committees 
(contact Chair listed on the inside 
front page of each Kingfisher). 
We also need volunteers to help 
with refreshments, and monthly 
meeting set-up. Gene Bullock 
needs to train others to set up 
our new sound system so we 
have back-up if he is unable to 
attend a meeting.  

Kitsap Audubon donates additional $5,000 
for Illahee Preserve land purchase 

       Kitsap Audubon has donated 
an additional $5,000 for the 
purchase of land for the Illahee 
Preserve. Kitsap Audubon made 
a previous donation of $5,000 
in 2015 so a parcel known as 
“Timber’s Edge” could be 
addded to Preserve. The is 
relatively pristine forested and 
riparian preserve between 
Bremerton and Silverdale is 
sometimes referred to as “The 
Lost Continent,” because it 
seems a world apart from 
surrounding residential and 
commercial development.  The 
preserve has grown from 352 to 
572 acres over the last 17 years.
       Various parcels, either 
contiguous or tucked within its 
boundaries, are available for 

purchase. Community groups 
and the Kitsap Community 
Foundation (KCF) are trying to 
raise the necessary 
funds to save 
them before they 
are irretrievably 
lost to commercial 
and residential 
development. 
Fortunately, the 
owner of key 
parcels has been 
very supportive.  
       Tax-deductible 
donations of 
any size may be 
made on the 
KCF website or 
at helpIllahee.
org.  For 

more information, visit 
thelostcontinent.org or call 360-
479-1049,  



Field Trips & Festivals - Al and Andrew Westphal
Birding Festivals statewide may 
be found at http://wa.audubon.
org/bird-festivals-0

Skagit/Samish Flats Area: 
Saturday, March 9.  Al & Andrew 
Westphal, leaders, westphalac@
aol.com, 206-780-7844 (e-mail 
preferred).  This trip is fully 
booked.  Wait listing only.

Point No Point/Hansville: 
Saturday, March 23 (half-day).  
Al & Andrew Westphal, leaders, 
westphalac@aol.com, 206-780-
7844 (e-mail preferred).  This is 
the time of year when some of 
our wintering water birds are 
transitioning into their breeding 
plumage.  We’ll divide our time 
between a sea watch and a walk 
along the marsh trail at Point 
No Point, then finish with a stop 
at Norwegian Point Park.  We’ll 
meet at the Point No Point 
County Park parking area at 8:30

Circumnavigate Bainbridge 
Island: Saturday, March 30 
(BI Parks & Rec. event).  Ages 
10-99.  Join naturalist George 
Gerdts aboard the “Admiral 
Pete” as he narrates a fascinating 
wildlife tour around Bainbridge 
Island. Expect to see three 
species of cormorants, an 
array of sea ducks, rocky-shore 
sandpipers, bald eagles, marine 
mammals, and views of the 
Bainbridge Island shoreline. This 
trip fills quickly, so sign up early. 
Snacks and soft drinks provided. 
Bring binoculars and cameras. 
Check in at 9:45.  Boat leaves 
promptly at 10:00 am. Cost 
is $90 per person (plus $5 for 
non-BI residents).  Mention your 
KAS membership and George 
will donate 20 percent of the 
proceeds back to our chapter.  
Register with BI Parks via website 
or phone 206-842-2306. Refer to 
course #131850-01.

Olympic BirdFest 2019 (Clallam 
County): April 12 - 14.  Extend 
your Birdfest weekend with the 
Neah Bay post-trip, April 14-
16, 2019. Contact by phone: at 
360-681-4076 or e-mail: info@
olympicbirdfest.org More info at: 
olympicbirdfest.org

Seattle’s Montlake Fill: 
Saturday, April 20 (half-day).  
Al & Andrew Westphal, leaders, 
westphalac@aol.com, 206-780-
7844 (e-mail preferred).  The 
Montlake Fill is an extraordinary 
natural area adjacent to UW and 
Lake Washington’s Union Bay, 
and it should be full of spring 
birds, waterfowl, and others by 
late-April.  Meet at the birders’ 
kiosk at the west end of the 
Center for Urban Horticulture, 
3501 NE 41st Street, Seattle 
98105.  Parking is free.  (About 
15 min. from Seattle Ferry or 
30 min. from Edmonds ferry 
terminal).  Meeting time about 
8 a.m.  (Take 7:05 ferry from 
Bainbridge or Kingston.)

Theler Wetlands (Belfair): 
Saturday, May 11 (half-day).  Al 
& Andrew Westphal, Leaders: 
206-780-7844 or westphalac@
aol.com (e-mail preferred) to 
register.  An annual favorite.  
Lots of spring arrivals should be 
present, especially big numbers 
and a nice variety of swallows.  
Maybe a few good warblers too.  
We encourage families to bring 
children, 3rd grade and above.  
Meet 8:30 a.m. at the Theler 
Wetlands Nature Center.  It is on 
Highway 3 at the 2nd red light, 
just south of Belfair in Mason 
County. 

Field Trip Reports
Port Gamble Field Trip, 
January 26th. Judy and Don 
Willott. Twelve birders enjoyed 

our inaugural KAS field trip at 
four locations, including two in 
the new Port Gamble Heritage 
Park.  A Red-tailed Hawk and 
pair of Pileated Woodpecker 
at the George’s Corner Park 
& Ride got us off to a great 
start.  Weather was sunny, 
almost calm on Gamble Bay so 
birds were in open water, good 
viewing with binoculars and 
scopes.  We documented 49 
species, including three grebe 
species (Western, Horned and 
Red-necked), both Goldeneye, 
Red-throated Loon, Scaup, 
Merganser, Scoter, and more.  
The Beaver Pond Trail sightings 
included Hutton’s Vireo, Kinglets, 
Hooded Merganser, Kingfisher, 
and beaver-felled trees.  Our 
tally session at Butcher Baker 
added to the camaraderie, and 
our summary can be found on 
eBird, location of Port Gamble 
Bay.  Kudos to the crew, including 
our photographers who got some 
great photos.  

Photo of Red-tailed Hawk by 
Kari Freiboth.
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       The February snowstorm 
brought the ground-feeding 
birds in droves to the Schutt 
yard near Wildcat Lake.  About 
seven pounds of millet seed 
scattered around the yard each 
day was a sufficient invitation.  
High counts between Feb. 9-12 
included 150 juncos, 27 spotted 
towhees, 16 fox sparrows, 11 
varied thrushes, and one white-
throated sparrow.  Send me your 
interesting sightings at jeschutt@
hotmail.com.  Please put “Wildlife 
Sightings” in the subject line.
       Notable Kitsap Bird Sightings 
from www.eBird.org:
Jan. 16 at Blackjack Valley (south 
of Port Orchard): 3 Wilson’s 
snipes, 1 Virginia rail
Jan. 18 on south Bainbridge 
Island: 3 pileated woodpeckers, 1 
Canada jay
Jan. 24 at Blackjack Valley: 1 
northern shrike, 6 male Brewer’s 
blackbirds

Jan. 25 at Silverdale Waterfront 
Park: 11 greater white-fronted 
geese
Jan. 26 at Point No Point 
(Hansville): 4 ancient murrelets
Jan. 27 on north Bainbridge 
Island: 1 barn owl
Jan. 28 in the Manchester/
Yukon Harbor area: 1 merlin, 5 
Iceland gulls
Jan. 30 at Green Mountain 
(near Seabeck): 1 northern 
pygmy-owl
Jan. 31 at Salsbury Point Park 
near Port Gamble: 1 eared 
grebe
Feb. 1 at Driftwood Key 
(Hansville): 2 black oystercatchers
Feb. 2 at Restoration Point 
(Bainbridge Island): 37 surfbirds, 1 
early common yellowthroat
Feb. 5 near Hansville: 2 trumpeter 
swans flying over
Feb. 9 near Kingston: 1 snow 
goose flying over
Feb. 12 on Bainbridge Island: 1 

hermit thrush
Feb. 13 near Hansville: 2 great-
horned owls calling to each other
Feb. 13 at Chico Creek near 
Bremerton: 60 northern pintails. 

Photo of White-throated 
Sparrow by Janine Schutt

Wildlife Sightings - Janine Schutt

Bird of the Month: Red-breasted Sapsucker 
By Janine Schutt

       Among the five resident 
woodpeckers of Kitsap County, 
the red-breasted sapsucker is the 
least observed.  Perhaps this is 
because sapsuckers don’t visit 
suet feeders like the others. The 
best way to locate a sapsucker 
is to look for the signs of their 
activity.  An acute listener can 
hear their continuous soft tapping 
sounds. An astute observer will 
notice the rows of small holes 
on tree trunks that show where 
sapsuckers have been.  Here are 
some fascinating facts about the 
red-breasted sapsucker:
• Hummingbirds follow them 
around to feed from the sugary 
sap wells.
• Unlike other woodpeckers who 
feed on dead trees, sapsuckers 

feed on live trees.
• Although it is rare, sapsuckers 
may kill a tree if too many holes 
are drilled into it.
• Preferred habitat is mature 
mixed forests.
• Feeds by drilling neat rows of 
holes in tree trunks.  After a few 
days, the sapsucker will return to 
feast on the sap and insects that 
collect in the holes.
• Inhabits forests from sea level 
to nearly 10,000 feet in elevation.
• Of the three species of 
Washington sapsuckers, it is the 
only one that does not migrate.
• Fairly common in western 
Washington, but rare in eastern 
Washington where its cousins 
the red-naped and Williamson’s 
sapsuckers are migratory.

 
• Sometimes hybridizes with  
red-naped sapsuckers.
                        
Photo by Janine Schutt
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       Kitsap Audubon has donated 
$500 to the Patrick Sullivan 
Young Birders Fund. The Fund 
was first conceived by Andy 
and Ellen Stepniewski and was 
established by the Washington 
Ornithological Society (WOS) in 
2005 to encourage and support 
young people interested in 
birding.
       After Patrick Sullivan’s 
death in September 2007, the 
name of the fund was changed 
to the Patrick Sullivan Young 
Birders Fund (PSYBF) to honor 
his contributions to birding 
in Washington. Many of us, 
including Gene and Sandy 

Bullock, have fond memories 
of birding with Patrick and 
watching him mature into one of 
Washington’s premiere birders. 
Patrick and his mother Ruth led 
many ACOW field trips, and were 
widely known for their selfless 
generosity in assisting other 
birders.
       Funds are generated through 
Andy and Ellen Stepniewski’s 
donation of Andy’s portion of the 
profits from sales of A Birder’s 
Guide to Washington, which 
Andy co-authored, and donations 
from WOS, WOS members, and 
the general public.  
       Grants are available to 

individual young people and 
adults to help fund group birding 
activities and education for 
young people.
       WOS defines “young 
birders” as anyone in the age 
group from pre-teens through 
early 20s, showing a serious 
interest in birds and birding. Both 
students and non-students are 
eligible and are encouraged to 
apply.  
       Previous recipients include 
Audubon members Kyle Leader 
and Faith Halko, who used 
PSYBF grants to attend American 
Birding Association summer 
camp programs. 

Kitsap Audubon cancellation policy

Kitsap Audubon donates $500 
to Patrick Sullivan Young Birders Fund

       Record February storms 
brought up to 20 inches of 
snow in some areas, leaving 
birders and most other Western 
Washington residents hunkered 
in their homes for at least five 
days. Birders had little to do but 
keep bird feeders snow-free, 
filled and unfrozen. 
       Although most roads were 
open by Thursday, the Kitsap 
Audubon Board cancelled 
our February 14 membership 
meeting because of the 
uncertainty of weather and road 
conditions. Schools and most 
other events were also cancelled.   
       We have been remiss in not 
doing a better job of publicizing 
Kitsap Audubon’s winter 
cancellaton policy:   
       If the monthly membership 
meeting of Kitsap Audubon 
is canceled, we will post 
notices on our website (www.
kitsapaudubon.org) and 
Facebook page, and notify 
those on our Kingfisher email 
distribution list.  

     If you don’t have Internet 
access and don’t receive your 
Kingfisher via email, you can 
also call Olympic College to find 
out if evening classes have been 
cancelled. If they have, you can 
assume our meeting has also 
been cancelled. 

     Olympic College 
notifies the media by 
3:00 p.m. when evening 
classes are cancelled 
because of weather. 
These cancellations are 
announced on local radio 
and television stations. 
You can also call OC for 
that information:
OC Phone Line:
360-792-6050 or 
1-800-259-6718  
OC Website:
www.olympic.edu. 

 



REPRINTED BY PERMISSION. 
January 14 book review by 
Cliff Mass, UW Professor of 
Atmospheric Science and author 
of popular Weather & Climate 
Blog (https://cliffmass.blogspot.
com).
       In 1962, Rachel Carson 
wrote a book, Silent Spring, 
that documented the profound 
harm of the pesticide DDT on 
the natural world.  This book 
led to the banning of DDT and 
energized the U.S. environment 
movement. 
       An important new book 
may well join the ranks of Silent 
Spring. Toxic Pearl describes 
the poisoning of Washington 
State's shorelines by some 
politically connected and highly 
irresponsible members of the 
shellfish industry. Toxic Pearl 
documents the spraying of 
herbicides and pesticides over 
State shorelines from Puget 
Sound to Willapa Bay, the careless 
spread of plastic pollution, 
and the physical destruction 
of shorelines areas by some 
members of the shellfish 
industry more concerned with 
profit than the environment. 
       The book also describes the 
shameless cooperation of state 
officials from the Department of 
Ecology and Natural Resources 
to the Governor’s office with 
the shellfish industry, and even 
the participation of the State’s 
educational institutions like WSU 
and the UW. 
       Toxic Pearl reviews the 
tragic history of the spraying of 
pesticides and herbicides over 
Washington State shorelines 
during the past half century by a 
shellfish industry that has moved 
industrial-scale “farming” of non-
native shellfish species to our 

coastal and Puget Sound waters. 
       For decades, this industry, 
sprayed the pesticide Carbaryl, a 
powerful neurotoxin (also known 
as Sevin) around Willapa Bay and 
other local shore areas to kill a 
Washington State native animal, 
the burrowing shrimp.  Burrowing 
shrimp are an important food 
source for many native species 
including fish, birds, and crabs.  
Why does the shellfish industry 
want to kill the native shrimp?  
Because they aerate and mix 
the mudflats, making it more 
difficult for the shellfish industry 
to cheaply plant their non-native 
shellfish seed (clams and oysters) 
into the mud. 
       Some members of the 
shellfish industry are also spraying 
herbicides such as imazamox  over 
the coastal zone to kill eel grasses 
to make it easier for industrial 
clam and oyster operations.  Such 
grasses are important source 
of food for wildlife and provide 
habitat for a wide variety of 
species.  More recently, some in 
the shellfish industry is pushing 
to spray ANOTHER neurotoxin 
(Imidacloprid) over our coastal 
waters.   And, chasing the 
high-value Chinese market 
for geoducks, the industry is 
putting in miles of cut-off plastic 
tubes with plastic netting over 
mudflats around the region, 
resulting in the dispersal of plastic 
pollution throughout our coastal 
environment. 
       Toxic Pearl tells the story of 
this extraordinary undermining 
of our coastal environment by 
some members of the shellfish 
industry, documents sickness and 
illness following the spraying, 
and reviews the association of 
spraying with a large increase 
of miscarriages among the 

Shoalwater Bay Tribe.  It asks 
many important questions, 
such as the health effects of 
the herbicides/pesticides for 
those who eat our shellfish and 
those who live near the shellfish 
operations. 
       Toxic Pearl is also a political 
story that describes the influence 
of a rich, favored local industry 
that has strong connections with 
Washington State government 
and the Governor.  The WA 
State Departments of Ecology 
and Natural Resources have 
supported the use of pesticides 
to kill the native burrowing 
shrimp, and Governor Inslee has 
taken advantage of the shellfish 
industry’s weak claims of ocean 
acidification as the cause of 
problems in their factory oyster 
seed farms (see my blogs on this 
here https://cliffmass.blogspot.
com/2013/10/ocean-acidification-
and-northwest.htmland and 
here https://cliffmass.blogspot.
com/2015/04/oysters-and-
pesticides-washington-state.html) 
to support his advocacy efforts. 
     Toxic Pearl is a book that 
should be read by every 
Washingtonian who is interested 
in the environment and their 
own health.  And one, like Silent 
Spring, that hopefully will lead 
to real action and change.  Our 
coastal waters and Puget Sound 
are not private farmlands, but 
the shared inheritance of all.  
Herbicides and pesticides should 
NEVER be used in these places. 

The author, M. Perle, has set 
up a website with orders and 
additional information: http://
www.toxicpearl.com/  
A kindle version is available from 
Amazon for $5.99.

Toxic Pearl Describes How the WA Shellfish 
Industry is Poisoning our Shorelines 
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Visit our website at www.kitsapaudubon.org

Kitsap Audubon Society - Membership Renewal
Join/Renew online at http:/www.kitsapaudubon.org/membership 

or make check payable to KAS and mail to KAS, PO Box 961, Poulsbo, WA 98370   

Name _________________________________________________________ Phone ________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________ State ___________Zip _______________
Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

 Check here to receive your Kingfisher via Email and save us the expense of printing and mailing.     
  Members receive ten issues of the Kingfisher newsletter each year.

Select Category Of Membership:
 Individual Annual Membership $20  Individual LIFE Membership $300
 Family Annual Membership $30  Family LIFE Membership $500
 Contributing Annual Membership $50  Supporting Annual Membership $100 
 Sustaining Annual Membership $75 (Contact KAS Treasurer for LIFE Membership payment options

Additional donation:   Scholarships $______   Audubon Adventures $ _______   Other $________

The Kitsap Audubon Society is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible. 

Your contact information is not sold, disclosed or shared with any entity outside KAS. 

The Kingfisher is the newsletter of the 
Kitsap Audubon Society, P.O. Box 961, 
Poulsbo, WA 98370. It is published 
ten times a year, September to June. 
Submissions from readers are welcome. 
We reserve the right to edit for space, 
grammar or legal reasons. Email text or 
photographs to genebullock@comcast.
net or mail to Gene Bullock, 1968 
NE Lind Ct., Poulsbo WA 98370. Our 
deadline is the 15th of the preceding 
month.

To receive your Kingfisher via email 
and save us the expense of printing 
and mailing, send your request to 
genebullock@comcast.net.


