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       Grateful thanks
to Kitsap Audubon’s many members and friends for their  
wonderfully generous support. Many of our 895 members 
make additional donations, over and above their chapter 
dues, to support our environmental outreach programs.

May 10, 2018, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. - Poulsbo Library

       WDFW Wildlife Biologist 
Derek Stinson will give us 
an overview of the wildlife 
species listed as Endangered, 
Threatened, or Sensitive by 
the Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife. He will also 
talk about the listing process, 
and try to answer the question, 
“What good does it do?” Are 
our regulations and the level of 
action by conservation agencies 
up to the task? What are the 
most common threats resulting 
in the need for listing, and what 
is the hidden threat that results 
in rare species declining into a 
death spiral, even when habitat 
is available? What are some of 
the recovery projects underway 
and what is the outlook for the 
future?

Derek has a B.S. in biology 
from Framingham State 
University in Massachusetts and 
an M.S. in zoology from WSU.  
He has been an endangered 

species biologist with the WDFW 
for 20 years.  He is the author of 
the state recovery plans for lynx, 
sage-grouse, and sharp-tailed 
grouse, and numerous species status 
reports, and assisted with population 
modeling of Gray Wolves.  He 
has also authored or co-authored 
research papers in the Condor, 
Journal of Wildlife Management, 
Journal of Field Ornithology, Wilson 
Bulletin, Journal of Raptor Research, 
Northwestern Naturalist, Mammalian 
Species, Pacific Science, and Emu.  
He previously worked on rare and 
endangered species in the Mariana 
Islands.
 

Top photo: Jeff Heinlen, WDFW, 
with lynx in Okanogan County.

Lower photo: Mike Finch, WDFW, 
preparing to release sage-grouse in 
Lincoln County.

Endangered Wildlife in Washington: 
 how, who, where, and why 

Derek W. Stinson, WDFW



“Protect birds and you 
protect the earth.”  This was a 
bumper sticker that I recently 
received from National Audubon, 
and certainly an important theme 
for this past Earth Day and 
everyday. I hope that everyone 
had a chance to participate in an 
Earth Day event, or was just able 
to get out and enjoy our beautiful 
Puget Sound area.

At our April general 
membership meeting, a board 
recommended slate of officers 
was elected unanimously for the 
2018-2019 year, starting July 
1st. Elected were Diane Bachen-
President; Gene Bullock-Vice 
President; and Sandy Bullock, who 
will continue as Treasurer.  We 
are in need of a Secretary. If you 
would like to join a group of hard-
working but fun people, or have 
questions about a board position, 
please feel free to talk with or 
contact any one of the board 
members.  Other than being a 
KAS member, there is no financial 
commitment to being a board 
member. We just ask for a little 
of your time, your ideas and your 
enthusiasm.

The purple martins arrived 
around the middle of last month 
and a number of volunteers 
got nesting gourds ready and 
in place in anticipation of their 
arrival. Diane and Bill Fitzpatrick 
have taken over caring for the 
gourds in Oyster Plant Park in 
Poulsbo. Doug Foyle, who lives 
on Port Gamble Bay, has looked 
after them for many years. 
Barbara Hager has taken on the 
responsibility for the gourds at 
the Brownsville Marina and Janine 
Schutt and John McDonald are 
taking care of the Seabeck colony.  
A big thanks to these folks who 
generously offer their time to 

help these 
lovely 
birds. We 
are always 
looking for 
volunteers 
willing 
to help 
with these 
colonies. 
Contact 
Janine Schutt for more 
information.

We will be hosting a 
regional meeting with Olympic 
Peninsula Audubon (Sequim 
and Port Angeles), Admiralty 
Audubon (Port Townsend) and 
Audubon Washington on May 
11.  These annual meetings give 
the three Audubon chapters an 
opportunity to share information 
and review programs and issues 
at the regional and state level. 
Washington Audubon also uses 
these regional meetings to 
update our chapters on State and 
National issues and programs.

Our Scholarship Committee 
has reviewed applications for our 
three high school scholarships and 
our college scholarship and will 
be presenting certificates to these 
awardees at our May meeting.  
We will also be presenting our 
Kingfisher Award at that time.  
This award goes to a person who 
has been a KAS member for five 
years or more and has been an 
outstanding contributor to KAS.

There will be no June general 
membership meeting. The board 
will be using this time for a retreat 
to review and update our bylaws 
and policies.

Hopefully, our April showers 
are a thing of the past and we can 
now enjoy sunny skies and May 
flowers.  Happy birding. 

Kitsap Audubon Society meets the 2nd Thursday of each month, September through June, 7:00 to 9:00 
p.m., on the lower level of  the Poulsbo Library, 700 NE Lincoln Rd.  Programs free, open to the public. 
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Colonies Home Tweet Home 
for Purple Martins

     Kitsap Audubon volunteers maintain Purple Martin 
colonies in Poulsbo’s Oyster Plant Park (photos), 
Eagle Harbor on Bainbridge Island, and the marinas in 
Brownsville and Seabeck.  The largest members of the 
swallow family, these sociable birds return to the same 
nest boxes each April; and volunteers make sure the nest 
gourds are clean and ready for their arrival.  
      Doug Fogle (on the right in photo right) has been 
taking care of the Poulsbo colony since Paul Carson 
passed away in 2015. Doug’s Port Gamble neighbor 
John Henthorne (on his left) helped install the gourds 
this spring.  Diane and Bill Fitzpatrick (below right) 
have volunteered to take over this responsibility.  The 
Fitzpatricks live nearby, and can see the colony from their 
Poulsbo home.  Photos by Gene Bullock

Kitsap Forest & Bay Celebrates Success
       Some 200 public officials and 
members of the two dozen organizations 
that make up the Kitsap Forest & Bay 
Coalition gathered to celebrate at 
the Port Gamble Hood Canal Vista 
Pavilion.  A nine-year coalition campaign 
culminated in the forever preservation 
of some 4,000 acres of forest and 
shoreline around Port Gamble Bay. Much 
of this land is now part of the Kitsap 
County owned Port Gamble Forest 
Heritage Park.  
       Kitsap Audubon has had a leading 
role thoughout the campaign, thanks 
especially to KAS champions Don and 
Judy Willott, who helped spearhead 
coalition planning and fundraising 
efforts.  Photo by Don Willott



Some 1100 3rd and 4th 
grade students spend a day 
each year learning about the 
importance of water at the 
annual Kitsap Water Festival. 
It’s sponsored by Kitsap city 
and county public works and 
water utilities.  This year’s 
Kitsap Audubon exhibit 
team included, from left, 
Judy Willott, Diane Bachen, 
Lynn Willmott, Sandy Bullock 
and Gene Bullock (taking 
photo).  

       The Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT) has installed a 
peregrine falcon nest box on the underside 
of the Agate Pass Bridge.  The box was 
donated by the Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife.
       Carl Ward of WSDOT explains that 
they hope the pair of peregrines that have 
nested there for many years will become 
accustomed to the new box and continue to 
use it when it needs to be moved during a 
major repainting project a couple of years 
from now.  The project will involve wrapping 
the bridge to contain sandblasting debris 
and paint spray. It will take two years to 
complete the whole bridge, so the nest box 
will need to be moved between nesting 
seasons. We hope that the peregrines will 
start using the box and will find it again.

Kitsap Water Festival

WDOT Installs Peregrine Falcon Nest Box 
on undrsdie of Agate Pass Bridge



        West Sound Wildlife Shelter treated and released a rare patient 
recently – a Northern Spotted Owl. These owls are listed as an 
endangered species in Washington State. There are only approximately 
500 nesting pairs in Washington. They live in mature forests with dense 
canopies, and populations have declined sharply as a result of habitat 
loss. Washington alone has lost over 90 percent of its old growth forest 
due to logging which has caused a 40-90 percent decline of the Northern 
Spotted Owl population. For this reason they have been seen as the 
iconic poster child of old-growth forest protection. Recovery efforts are 
helping to reduce habitat loss on federal lands. 
     This owl was found on the side of the road in Sequim and had 
difficulty flying. X-rays showed she had an old fracture in her right wing, 
but was otherwise in good condition. During rehabilitation, her flying 
ability gradually recovered until she was ready to be released. 
       In cooperation with federal and state fish and wildlife biologists, 
a perfect release site was located near some old growth forest on 
the Olympic Peninsula and she was released on Friday, March 30!  
She was banded by a federal biologist. Photos by Jay Wiggs

Spotted Owl rescued and released

Just In Time For 
Mother’s Day!     

       Nancy Sefton will have all new 
sets of note cards for sale at our 
May meeting featuring her  
beautiful paintings of birds (see 
sample). Nancy is one of Poulsbo’s 
most admired artists. Sets will sell 
for $15, and Nancy donates all  
proceeds to Kitsap Audubon.



Field Trips & Festivals - Al & Andrew Westphal
Birding Festivals: A summary 
of events statewide may be 
found at the Washington 
State Audubon site: http://
wa.audubon.org/bird-
festivals-0

Theler Wetlands (Belfair): 
Saturday, May 12 (half-
day).  Al & Andrew Westphal, 
Leaders: 206-780-7844 or 
westphalac@aol.com (e-mail 
preferred) to register.  An 
annual favorite.  Lots of spring 
arrivals should be present, 
especially big numbers and a 
nice variety of swallows.  Maybe 
a few good warblers too.  We 
encourage families to bring 
children, 3rd grade and above.  
Meet 8:30 a.m. at the Theler 
Wetlands Nature Center.  It is on 
Highway 3 at the 2nd red light, 
just south of Belfair in Mason 
County.

Billy Frank – Nisqually NWR 
(near Olympia): Saturday, June 
9 (long half-day).  Al & Andrew 
Westphal, leaders, westphalac@
aol.com, 206-780-7844 (e-mail 
preferred).  A long half-day trip, 
but there are few places in the 
region better for observing a 
great variety of nesting bird 
species, and they should all be 
here by mid-June.  We will walk 
the forest and barn trails and 
as far out on the boardwalk as 
we care to go.  There is a good 
option for lunch after birding at 
Norma’s just outside the refuge.  
Meet at the parking lot by the 
visitor center at 8:30. a.m.

Protection Island Sunset Cruise: 
Saturday, June 23, 5:15 – 8:30 
p.m. From the City Dock in Port 
Townsend led by noted naturalist 
George Gerdts. (NOTE: June 23 
is correct date; BI Parks catalog 
contains error.)  Protection 
Island is a 400 acre National 
Wildlife Refuge at the entrance 

to Discovery Bay.  Expected 
birds include Glaucous-winged 
Gulls, Rhinoceros Auklets, Pigeon 
Guillemots, Double-crested 
and Pelagic Cormorants and 
sometimes, Brandt’s Cormorants.  
A main attraction is the nesting 
colony of TUFTED PUFFINS.  To 
sign up: Call Bainbridge Island 
Parks and Recreation at 206-
842-2306 ext. 118 and ask for 
“Protection Island Sunset Cruise” 
#131851-01.  Cost is $85.00/
participant plus additional $5.00 
charge for non-Bainbridge Island 
residents.  KAS members will 
have 20% ($17.00) of the fare 
DONATED to Kitsap Audubon 
Society by informing BI Parks that 
they are KAS members when they 
sign up.  The “Glacier Spirit” is 
a comfortable, diesel-powered 
yacht with excellent viewing from 
inside the craft and ample viewing 
space outside on the front deck.  
The Glacier Spirit leaves from Port 
Townsend at 5:30 p.m. sharp and 

returns between 8:30 and 
9:00 p.m.  Boarding will start 
at 5:15 p.m.  
 Photo of Tufted Puffin 
by Connie Bickerton. 

Trip Reports
Ridgefield NWR, March 
24-25.  Led by Connie 
Bickerton and Jennifer 
Standish: Great birding was 
on tap for Kitsap Audubon’s 

field trip to Ridgefield NWR and 
Woodland Bottoms. We had a 
nice dry start Saturday morning, 
and we spent the time hiking 
around the Carty unit at Ridgefied 
NWR.  Highlights included an 
Osprey, first of the spring for 
many of us and a drake Wood 
Duck in one of lakes.  Spring 
flowers were beginning to bloom 
in the forest, and all the rain had 
made the moss exceptionally lush.  
As we headed back to our cars, it 
began to drizzle, and we headed 
off to bird the River “S” Auto Tour 
route from the relative dry of our 
vehicles.  Highlights of the Auto 
Tour included finding a Great 
Horned owl, spotting a Northern 
Shrike in the top of a distant 
shrub, and many Yellow-rumped 
Warblers.  We then headed to 
Woodland Bottoms, where we 
found many Great Egrets, and 
one of our participants spotted 
40 Sandhill Cranes feeding in the 
raspberry fields. As we headed 
back to our hotel, reports started 
coming in of a Tufted Duck in the 
Columbia River, viewed from Dike 
Road in Woodland Bottoms.  Over 
dinner we scrapped our plans for 
Sunday and instead decided to 
go find the Tufted Duck and then 
head to Toledo to find the White-
tailed Kite.  We were successful in 
finding both birds, life species for 
most of our group.  It was a great 
field trip with excellent birders, 

http://wa.audubon.org/bird-festivals-0
http://wa.audubon.org/bird-festivals-0
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Christy Olson and her sister-in-
law, Carol Eddy, homeschool their 
children in Port Orchard. They live 
on adjoining property, which they 
affectionately refer to as “Cousin 
County.” When one of the cousins 
developed an interest in birds as a 
result of homeschool science study 
the interest spread to all the cousins, 
and the Cousin County Bird Society 
was formed about two years ago. 
They hold almost weekly meetings, 
reporting on birds they have seen or 
read about. In 2016 they held their 
first Bird Society Christmas Party, 
inviting children from their church 
community to come and enjoy an 
informative time about birds and to 
make a pinecone bird feeder to give 
as a Christmas gift. 

Recently, the Bird Society 
has changed its name to the Royal 
Learning Society to allow for a 
broader interest the children are 

developing in nature 
study, although birds 
remain a favorite. 
The Royal Society 
hosted their second 
annual Christmas 
party in 2017 with 
over 30 children 
attending and 
learning about birds, 
bees, invertebrates, 
fish, wolves and 
rocks and gems. 
Christy says it’s a 
delight to see their 
love for learning and enthusiasm for 
nature.

 

     Three young members 
of the Royal Bird Society of 
Port Orchard joined Al and 
Andrew Westphal on the 
recent Kitsap Audubon field 
trip to Point No Point in 

Hansville. From left: William 
Eddy, age 11; Colin Olson, 
age 10; Sam Eddy, age 9. 

Photo by Gene Bullock

over the two days we spotted 63 
species of birds across 3 counties.  
Photos of Great Egret and 
flying Sandhill Cranes by 
Connie Bickerton. 

Hansville/Point No Point, March 
31.  Seventeen of us gathered 
for a very pleasant morning of 
spring birding at Kitsap County’s 
premier locale.  In keeping with 

the spring dispersal of winter 
birds, we did not see vast overall 
numbers, but we did see many 
different species (47 in all) and we 
got to see quite a few of them 
in breeding plumages that we 
wouldn’t otherwise observe at 
this latitude.  The day’s highlights 
included a fantastic close up 
look at Marbled Murrelets 
(about halfway through plumage 

transition), and “first of year” 
looks at Violet-green Swallows 
and Turkey Vultures.  (They’re 
back!)  Most of all I enjoyed 
the enthusiastic participation 
of everyone in spotting and 
identifying birds, especially the 
three very smart and energetic 
youngsters who made the trip 
all the way from Port Orchard! 

Royal Bird Society of Port Orchard



    Over the past several months 
we have discussed many features 
and benefits of www.eBird.org.  
We have explored its value to 
scientists and birders alike.  But 
how often should you contribute 
your sightings?  Do you have to 
post every crow you see or robin 
you hear?  I wouldn’t recommend 
that, as it would quickly become 
tiresome.  It’s entirely up to you 
how often you contribute your 
sightings to eBird.  Some people 
post daily lists, while others just 
submit a few a year.  All can be 
very valuable, particularly when 
there is consistency.
    If you see or hear birds in your 
yard every day, consider counting 
them for any period of time and 
posting that data.  If you frequent 
a park or other place where birds 
are found, create lists of your 
observations.  It’s always fun to 

peruse your location data and 
see how many times you have 
submitted lists from specific 
places.  I have submitted dozens 
of lists from my workplace.  They 
are often ordinary, but sometimes 
contain something more 
interesting, like a Townsend’s 
warbler or Hutton’s vireo.
    Consistency helps eBird to 
be highly useful when following 
bird populations and studying 
habitats.  While it is great to 
post the first list from a site, it 
becomes invaluable when there 
is something to compare it to.  It 
is quickly noticeable when there 
is a new bird or unusually high or 
low species count.  For example, 
mountain quail occasionally 
visit my yard, but last year one 
made daily visits for six weeks.  
The consistency was noticed 
by Seattle birders, who asked 

to come and see it.  Also, in 
comparison to previous years, 
my varied thrush counts last year 
were well below average.  In 
contrast, this year my yard has 
seen an unprecedented explosion 
of them.  
    I used to post an average of 
a few eBird lists a week, but this 
year am trying something new.  I 
have taken to posting daily lists, 
even if it is just an incidental red-
tailed hawk along the highway 
or a quick backyard count before 
or after work.  I would like to 
contribute as much as I can to 
citizen science--oh, and remain 
high in the ranks of the year’s 
Top 100 Washington eBirders for 
number of checklists submitted!
  

Wildlife Sightings - Janine Schutt
    Spring is here!  There were 
multiple reports of ospreys in 
Kitsap the first week of April.  
Before the cold weather left, 
Barbara Wilhite noticed a 
hummingbird repeatedly catching 
falling snowflakes.  On April 
2nd, John McDonald of Lake 
Symington, saw some first of 
the year critters including violet-
green swallows, a chipmunk, and 
a bat.  Kathy Swartz has been 
enjoying 2 mallards and a white-
crowned sparrow in her yard.  
Also, back in February, Kathy 
photographed a banded bald 
eagle on S Colby Beach in South 
Kitsap.  She sent the information 
to the North American Bird 
Banding Program (which is under 
the US Geological Survey) and 
recently received a response that 
said the eagle was at least 6 years 
old and banded 3 years ago near 

Burlington, WA (Skagit Co.).  My 
yard, in the woods near Wildcat 
Lake, has been a gathering place 
for varied thrush.  The high 
counts occurred in late March and 
early April with up to 22 at a time, 
mostly feeding on scattered millet 
seed at dawn.  On the morning 
of April 4th, 2 mallards (who had 
been feeding on cracked corn) 
took off in a panic after a barred 
owl landed on the lawn.  The 
owl then flew into the trees and 
an army of varied thrush quickly 
surrounded it, sending out 
warning calls until the owl flew 
away.  Also, on March 23rd there 
were 21 spotted towhees feeding 
in the backyard at dusk.  

Notable Kitsap Bird Sightings 
from www.eBird.org
March 20: 30 tundra swans at 
Driftwood Key (Hansville)

March 24: 12 evening grosbeaks 
at Long Lake
March 26: 1 northern shrike in 
Hansville
March 30: 1 western meadowlark 
on Bainbridge Island
March 31: 1 mountain quail, 1 
ruffed grouse, 2 sooty grouse at 
Gold Mountain
April 1: 2 black oytercatchers at 
Driftwood Key
April 2: 1 purple martin (early) at 
Point No Point (Hansville)
April 4: 21 Wilson’s snipe at 
Blackjack Valley (S Kitsap) in 
pastures 
April 4: 1 Say’s phoebe on the 
north end of Bainbridge Island
April 4: 1 blue jay at Long Lake 
April 8: 1 Townsend’s solitaire at 
Port Gamble Forest Heritage Park
April 14: 2 mountain bluebirds at 
Point No Point

How Often Should You Submit Data to eBird? 
Janine Schutt



A Fallout of Birds - Gene Bullock
       When people hear the term 
“fallout,” they usually think of 
windborne nuclear particles. But for 
avid birders, an avian fallout is more 
electrifying than radioactive rainfall. 
Kids may have visions of gifts 
stacked beneath the Christmas tree. 
And skiers may whoop with joy over 
a fresh blanket of snow. But birders 
dream of phenomenal spring fallouts 
when every shrub and tree seems to 
drip with birds. 
       For migrating birds, fallouts 
are among the hardships that make 
migration so perilous. Fallouts are 
usually caused by cold fronts and 
weather patterns that disrupt their 
arduous flights to and from summer 
breeding grounds.  
       Most songbirds migrate at night 
when they are less vulnerable to 
daytime predators. Cooler nighttime 
temperatures also allow them to 
travel farther and longer without 
overheating. But sometimes nature 
intervenes with strong, buffeting 
winds that blow birds off course. 
Severe head winds can quickly drain 
a bird’s energy reserves, and they 
look for protective cover.  But slow 
descents make them vulnerable to 
opportunistic predators, including 
gulls, all too ready to take advantage 
of their weakened condition. Instead, 
they maintain speed and altitude until 
they are directly above protective 

cover. Then they simply fold their 
wings and drop like stones. Birders 
call this a “fallout,” because birds 
seem to rain from the sky. 
       My wife Sandy and I have 
witnessed spectacular spring fallouts 
in New England, Texas and the Dry 
Tortugas off the coast of Florida.   
       The eastern seaboard from 
Washington D.C. to Boston, is almost 
continuous city. Some refer to it as 
“Boswash.” Canopied islands of 
green like Mt. Auburn Cemetery 
in Cambridge, Mass., are a magnet 
for migrating birds and a popular 
destination for birders chasing spring 
warblers. During a major fallout, 
it’s a magic place. Sandy and I have 
witnessed fallouts there with counts 
as high as 20 species of warblers. 
       We have also watched spring 
warbler migrations from places like 
Monhegan Island, off the coast of 
Maine. Warblers near exhaustion after 
long flights over open water often 
take refuge in the lobster traps stacked 
near the dock. Birds also hitch rides 
on passing boats. They’ll sometimes 
hide between your feet for protection 
from the gulls. 
       High Island near the Texas coast 
is famous for fallouts as migrating 
birds drop into its cover after a long, 
exhausting flight across the Gulf of 
Mexico. We’ve seen fallouts there 
when warblers were underfoot almost 

everywhere. We’ve seen similar 
spring fallouts at Point Pelee National 
Park in Canada, where migrating 
birds recover from long flights across 
Lake Erie. 
       One spring Sandy and I joined 
a WINGS guided tour to the Dry 
Tortugas, a cluster of small islands off 
the Florida Keys.  High winds made 
the seas so rough that nights aboard 
our boat were mostly sleepless. But 
winds were a mixed blessing for 
birders. Because of the weather, 
large numbers of birds were trapped 
on the islands and starving.  It was 
an extraordinary but heartbreaking 
opportunity to observe myriad species 
of warblers, swallows and other 
songbirds too weak to fly or hide. 
Falcons ate their fill, and cattle egrets 
and gulls devoured defenseless birds 
as they sauntered casually through 
the grounds of Fort Jefferson.  Our 
only consolation was that they were 
victims of nature, not the carelessness 
of humans. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 
below left by Connie 
Bickerton.

Townsend’s Warbler below 
right by Carrie Griffis.
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 Sustaining Annual Membership $75 (Contact KAS Treasurer for LIFE Membership payment options

Additional donation:   Scholarships $______   Audubon Adventures $ _______   Other $________

The Kitsap Audubon Society is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible. 

Your contact information is not sold, disclosed or shared with any entity outside KAS. 

The Kingfisher is the newsletter of the 
Kitsap Audubon Society, P.O. Box 961, 
Poulsbo, WA 98370. It is published 
ten times a year, September to June. 
Submissions from readers are welcome. 
We reserve the right to edit for space, 
grammar or legal reasons. Email text or 
photographs to genebullock@comcast.net 
or mail to Gene Bullock, 1968 NE Lind Ct., 
Poulsbo WA 98370. Our deadline is the 
15th of the preceding month.

The Poulsbo Wild Bird store donates to Kitsap Audubon 5% of sales to Kitsap Audubon 
members.  Let them know you are a KAS member at the time of your purchase.  They 
will deliver larger bags of bird seed anywhere in North Kitsap, Keyport or Bainbridge 
Island. Call 360-598-4141 or email karenthewildbird@gmail.com  


