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Of puffins and petrels: Conserving 

Washington seabirds

Thank you!
We are especially grateful to our more than 200  

members and friends on Banbridge Island who each 
year designate a portion of their ONE CALL FOR ALL 

donations to Kitsap Audubon

       In his fourth appearance 
at Kitsap Audubon, Dr. Peter 
Hodum will share stories 
about his collaborative 
research on the ecology 
and conservation status of 
species such as the Tufted 
Puffin, Rhinoceros Auklet, 
Cassin’s Auklet and Leach’s 
and Fork-tailed storm-
petrels.
       Although Washington is 
blessed with a rich community 
of breeding and wintering 
seabirds, relatively little is 
known about the ecology and 
conservation status of many 
of the species, particularly the 
burrow-nesters. This relative 
lack of knowledge extends 
to iconic species such as the 
Tufted Puffin, a species recently 
listed as Endangered by 
Washington State. 

      Peter is an associate 
professor in the Biology 
Department and the 
Environmental Policy and 
Decision Making Program at 
the University of Puget Sound; 
and the Chile Program Director 
for Oikonos Ecosystem 
Knowledge, a conservation 
nonprofit organization. His 
research focuses primarily on 
the conservation and ecology 
of threatened seabirds and 
island ecosystems in Chile 

and Washington State.  He 
also has a strong interest in 
community-based conservation 
and in how communities can 
be more effectively involved in 
conservation.

Photo of tufted Puffin by 
Peter Hodum. 
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       Our flock is off to a flying 
start this fall with a feeder-full of 
challenges and opportunities: 
•  We now have 382 dues-paying 
chapter members plus 517 
National Audubon members, 
giving us a total Kitsap County 
“membership” of 899. 
•  Kitsap Audubon is especially 
grateful to our more than 
200 members and friends on 
Bainbridge Island who each year 
designate Kitsap Audubon for a 
portion of their Bainbridge One 
Call For All contribution.  Kitsap 
Audubon has received between 
$7,000 and $8,000 during each 
of the last two years; and the 
annual amount has grown over 
the years. 
•  Kitsap Audubon has donated 
more than $90,000 for land 
conservaton in Kitsap County.
•  Judy and Don Willott continue 
to ably and actively represent 
Kitsap Audubon as advisory 
stewards for Kitsap County Parks 
and other conservation land 

we’ve helped preserve.  While 
Kitsap Audubon has always been 
a strong supporter of outdoor 
recreation, we work tirelessly 
to keep wildlife and habitat 
uppermost in planning priorities. 
•  Kitsap Audubon has donated 
30 of National Audubon’s 
2019 “Sharing Our World With 
Birds”Audubon Adventures 
curriculum kits to third- and 
fourth-grade classroom teachers 
in Kitsap County (see article next 
page). Teachers who have used 
Audubon Adventures love these 
colorfully illustrated classroom 
curricula on wildlife, nature and 
the environment.  
•  Kitsap Audubon has renewed 
its annual membership in 
Poulsbo Friends of the Library 
with a $100 contribution. The 
Poulsbo Library has been Kitsap 
Audubon’s home for 18 years; 
and the Library staff has been 
strongly supportive of Kitsap 
Audubon and its programs. 
•  Dawn Hansen has been 

generously donating her time 
for the last ten years or more to 
conduct our monthly fund-raising 
raffles. But we are discontinuing 
them because of dwindling 
interest. We will have a final 
“blow-out” raffle in October to 
raffle off the remaining inventory, 
and then stop holding monthly 
raffles.   
       Thank you Dawn for being 
our ever-cheerful raffle champion 
all these years. 

Kitsap Audubon Society meets the 2nd Thursday of each month, September through June, 7:00 to 9:00 
p.m., on the lower level of  the Poulsbo Library, 700 NE Lincoln Rd.  Programs free, open to the public. 

Editor’s Notes - Gene Bullock

       Kitsap Audubon will produce 
a sign to explain our Purple 
Martin colony in Poulsbo’s 
Oyster Plant Park. Kitsap 
Audubon has created previous 
wildlife interpretive signs for 
Bremerton’s Lower Rota Vista 
Park, Point No Point in Hansville 
and Saltwater Park in Keyport.  
       The signs are the result 
of collaborative design by 
Kitsap Audubon Education 
Chair Gene Bullock and Kitsap 
Audubon’s many contributing 
bird photographers. 
       Kitsap Audubon volunteers 
maintain purple martin colonies 
in a number of Kitsap County 
locations.  

 Purple Martin sign for Poulsbo park



 Christmas Bird Count Dates set
       Save these dates for the 
2019 Christmas Bird Counts:
Kitsap County Circle - Saturday, 
December 14.
NK/Port Gamble/Hansville Circle 
- Saturday, December 21.
       Janine Schutt (jeshutt@
hotmail.com) is Compiler for the 
Kitsap County CBC; and Jennifer 
Standish (magma1306@gmail.
com) is Compiler for the NK CBC.
Janine is also coordinator for the 

backyard counts. 
       The annual Audubon 
Christmas Bird Count is a 119 
year old tradition involving 
some 70,000 volunteers each 
year. Kitsap Audubon has been 
sponsoring these annual counts 
for 46 years. 
         Our two circles involve 
some 15 field teams and nearly 
a hundred volunteers, including 
those who choose to participate 

by counting birds that day in 
their own backyards. 
       The counts can be a 
wonderful way to hone your 
birding skills, get to know some 
great people and contribute 
valuable citizen science. The 
counts provide Audubon 
scientists with valuable data 
that helps them monitor bird 
population trends and the health 
of threatened species.

 Audubon Adventures Kits 
Donated to 30 classrooms

       Kitsap Audubon has donated 
30 of National Audubon’s 
2019 “Sharing Our World With 
Birds”Audubon Adventures 
curriculum kits to third- and 
fourth-grade classroom teachers 
in Kitsap County. The kits cost us 
$45.95 each, for a donated total of 
$1,378.50.  
       Audubon Adventures is an 
NSES standards-based science 
curriculum about birds and 
wildlife developed by professional 
environmental educators at the 
National Audubon Society. It is 
easily integrated into existing 
curriculum areas of science, social 
studies, mathematics, language 
arts, and creative arts.  
       Audubon Adventures kits 
include 32 colorful handouts on 
three different topics.

Do you love animals, including 
wildlife? Then you just might want 
to get to know the wildlife you 
probably see every day: birds. 
There are many special things 
about birds. For one, they have 
feathers. No other animal has them. 
Birds come in an amazing variety 
of colors and sizes. That’s another 
special thing about birds—diversity.
     How do you describe a bird? You 
may describe its colors and color 
pattern, the size and shape of the 
beak, or what its legs and feet look 
like. These are called field marks. 
Field marks are clues that people 
use to help them identify a bird.
     When you become comfortable 
recognizing field mark clues, you 
can begin to identify specific kinds 
of birds. So grab a field guide or 
open an app and go outside! When 
you spot a bird, take a closer look.
     This magazine has some great 
tips for observing, understanding, 
and being a friend to birds. 

Get to 
Know 
Birds

adventures
 There’s lots more Audubon Adventures online, with fun, interactive features! AudubonAdventures.org 

Snowy Egret

 Kitsap Salmon Viewing 
Poulsbo’s Fish Park 

        Kitsap Audubon will be 
among the many community 
exhibitors at the annual Fish 
Park salmon viewing event on 
Saturday, November 9th. Other 
volunteers will be waiting at a 
number of viewing sites to help 
viewiers spot salmon returning to 

spawn in Fish Creek. 
       Hundreds of families bring 
their children to witness one of 
the Pacific Northwest’s most awe-
inspiring phenomenon. 
       It provides Kitsap Audubon 
with wonderful opportunities to 
engage families and children.

 West Sound 
Ecosystem 

Fair
        Kitsap Audubon will exhbit 
and give a brief presentation at 
the West Sound Ecosystem Fair 
on Saturday, October 12, 1:00 to 
5:00 p.m., at South Kitsap High 
School. 
       Families, homeowners, and 
people of all ages will learn 
about opportunities to help 
conserve the West Sound’s 
interconnected natural lands, 
wildlife, waterways, and aquatic 
species. 
•  Enjoy interactive 
environmental education 
activities for all ages
•  Explore booths hosted by 
West Sound recovery and 
conservation organizations 
•  Learn about programs that 
support property owners taking 
conservation actions on private 
land
•  Learn about conservation 
and citizen science volunteer 
opportunities 
       The Fair is sponsored 
by the West Sound Partners 
for Ecosystem Recovery, an 
organization of cities, counties, 
tribes, and non-profits that 
coordinate ecosystem and 
salmon recovery. 



Field Trips & Festivals - Al and Andrew Westphal
Birdfest and Bluegrass 
(Ridgefield, WA): October 5.  
Check the website for details 
and schedule of events: https://
ridgefieldfriends.org/birdfest-
bluegrass/

Other Birding Festivals: A more 
complete summary of events 
statewide may be found at the 
Washington State Audubon site: 
http://wa.audubon.org/bird-
festivals-0

Billy Frank - Nisqually National 
Wildlife Refuge: Saturday, 
October 19.  Al Westphal, 
leader:  westphalac@aol.com, 
206-780-7844 (e-mail preferred).  
One of the best locations in 
our area to observe an array of 
migrating and over-wintering 
waterfowl along with many other 
birds.  We will walk the forest 
and barn trails and as far out on 
the boardwalk as we care to go. 
Meet at the parking lot by the 
visitor center at 8:30 a.m.

Owl Prowl with Jamie Acker: 
Sunday, October 27th, 5:00 
a.m.  Jamie’s early morning Owl 
Prowls on Bainbridge Island are 
a unique experience. He knows 
all of the owl spots and will 
call them right into your view. 
Because of his long-term studies 
of the Bainbridge owl population, 
he is on a first-name basis with 
many of the resident owls. 
E-mail owler@sounddsl.com for 
a reservation, instructions, and 
meeting location.

Field Trip Reports
Point No Point/Hansville, 
September 14.   Well it took 
some patience and some work, 
but we had a very good visit to 
Hansville.  The species tally of 35 
was no doubt influenced by the 
stiff breeze which suppressed 
the little brown birds.  And not 
all the hoped for seabirds were 
present, but we got excellent 
and close up gull surveys both 
at PNP and Norwegian Point.  
With James Halsch’s sharp eye 
we got a fantastic and lengthy 
look at a Parasitic Jaeger doing 
to the Bonaparte’s Gulls what 
they do to those little birds.  The 
other special highlight was at 
Norwegian Point where we were 
surprised by a fly-in by a flock 
of forty-plus Cedar Waxwings.  
The group of eight participants 
were all terrific, engaged and 
enthusiastic from start to finish, a 
great benefit to the trip leader!

       On September 5, Barbara 
Chan spotted a western grebe on 
Lake Symington near Seabeck.  
Gene and Sandy Bullock have a 
flock of 15 band-tailed pigeons 
at their feeder (see photo)  On 
September 11, Gene reported 
that when the feeder was empty 
one of the pigeons flapped 
against the patio door as if asking 
for a refill!  On September 13, 
Sharon Smuin of Indianola saw a 
male Townsend’s warbler at her 
birdbath.  Sharon was excited to 
add this “beaut” to her yard list.  
Send your sightings to jeschutt@
hotmail.com.  Please put “Wildlife 
Sightings” in the subject line.

Notable Kitsap Bird Sightings 
from www.eBird.org:
Aug. 11 at Foulweather Bluff: 

1 Franklin’s gull; Aug. 14 at 
Driftwood Key (Hansville): 1 
black oystercatcher; Aug. 17 
at Point No Point (Hansville): 1 
Franklin’s gull; Aug. 17 at Gorst: 
1 semipalmated sandpiper; Aug. 
25 at Green Mountain: 1 sooty 
grouse, 2 evening grosbeaks; 
Aug. 25 near Wildcat Lake (west 
of Bremerton): 2 black swifts; 
Aug. 26 near Indianola: 1 barn 
owl; Aug. 30 on the west side of 
Bainbridge Island: 1 long-tailed 
jaeger flying over; Sept. 1 at 
the Brownsville Marina: 1 green 
heron; Sept. 5 near Hansville: 
1 northern waterthrush—first 
record in Kitsap County; Sept. 
5 near Hansville: 1 western 
kingbird; Sept. 6 at Restoration 
Point (Bainbridge Island): 42 
Vaux’s swifts, 1 ruddy turnstone, 

46 common terns, 1 dusky 
flycatcher, 3 horned lark; Sept. 8 
near Winslow: 1 pomarine jaeger; 
Sept. 9 at Restoration Point: 1 
solitary sandpiper; Sept. 9 at 
Blakely Harbor Park (Bainbridge 
Island): 1 Cassin’s vireo; Sept. 
14 at Liberty Bay (Poulsbo): 4 
lesser yellowlegs; Sept. 14 at 
Brownsville Marina: 1 merlin.

Wildlife Sightings - Janine Schutt
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Bird of Month: Cackling Goose - Janine Schutt
A fall migrant through Kitsap County that is 
sometimes mistaken for a young Canada goose 
is the cackling goose.  Until recently, the smaller 
cackling goose was considered a subspecies 
of the Canada goose. It is most easily 
distinguished from its larger cousin by size.  
Look for the short bill and neck and shorter 
wings, seen well when in flight. Here are some 
fascinating facts about the cackling goose:
•  Of the four subspecies of cackling goose, the 
smallest weigh 3 or 4 pounds and the largest 
weigh up to 7 pounds
•  Named for its high-pitched cackling calls 
•  An herbivore that uses the nail on its bill to 
efficiently graze on grass and other plants
o  Fattens up on berries and leaves in Canada 
and Alaska before heading south
•  Winters from southern Washington down the 
West Coast and in parts of the Southwest 
o  Always found near water while on their 
breeding grounds, in migration, and on their 
wintering grounds
•  Nests on the Arctic tundra  
o  Female incubates the eggs while the male 
takes guard duty
•  Goslings leave the nest within a day of hatching 
and can immediately fend for themselves, but stay 
with the parents through their first winter
•  Goslings can fly at 6-7 weeks of age 

Photo by Janine Schutt

       Last month I spied a Great Horned 
Owl perched on a maple branch close 
to the house. Grabbing my camera and 
tripod, I crept onto our deck. I needn’t 
have hurried; the owl stayed on that 
mossy branch almost all day, seemingly 
unmindful of me!   Since these owls 
are nighttime hunters, my subject was 
probably enjoying a daytime rest, 
although it constantly swiveled its head 
back and forth nearly full circle, looking 
for prey. These are the largest northwest 
owl species, with a wing span of 48”.  
Obviously, the “horns” are actually tufts 
of feathers. ---Nancy Sefton



WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local WSU Extension office. Reasonable 
accommodations will be made for persons with disabilities and special needs who contact Amy Linhart in advance at 345 6th Street, Suite 550, Bremerton, WA 98337, amy.linhart@wsu.edu

November 9, 11 am - 3 pm

Celebrate the kickoff of salmon returning to Kitsap streams at these FREE events

For more information and other possible viewing dates: KitsapSalmonTours.org, 360.337.7157

Brought to you by City of Bremerton, Chico Salmon Park 
Stewardship Group, Clean Water Kitsap, Clear Creek Task Force, 
Friends of Miller Bay, Great Peninsula Conservancy, Hood Canal 
Salmon Enhancement Group, Keta Legacy Foundation, Kitsap 

County, Kitsap Poggie Club, Kitsap PUD, Kitsap Regional Library, 
City of Poulsbo, Suquamish Tribe, Washington Dept. of Fish and 

Wildlife, Washington Sea Grant, and WSU Extension

Salmon Tours 2019

Bring your polarized 

sunglasses for better 

underwater viewing.

Cowling Creek 
20325 Miller Bay Road, Poulsbo 

Poulsbo’s Fish Park
288 NW Lindvig Way, Poulsbo

KETA LEGACY Foundation 
Rhododendron Preserve
Tours held at 11 am and 1:30 pm.
2401 Seabeck Highway, Bremerton

JarStad Park
4230 W. Belfair Valley Road, Gorst

Salmon Haven at 
Dickerson Creek
Northlake Way NW and 
Taylor Road, Bremerton

Clear Creek TRAIL
RIDGETOP PAVILION
9228 Ridgetop Blvd., Silverdale

Chico Creek Mouth 
4270 Kittyhawk Drive NW, Bremerton

Erlands Point Preserve
East of the corner of Chico Way NW and 
Erlands Point Rd. NW, Bremerton

7415 (07/19)



Insect Freefall: What does 
it mean for birds? 
Howard Youth, Senior Writer/Editor 

American Bird Conservancy 
https://abcbirds.org/blog/insect-freefall/#homepage
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       First-year 
Osprey dives 
for fish at pond 
near its Poulsbo 
Strawberry 
Field birthplace. 
It departed in 
September and 
will spend two 
years in Central 
America before 
returning to nest 
in our area. Photo 
by Jay Wiggs.

       In this article, published on 
the ABC website, Howard Youth 
quotes leading authorities and 
mounting research showing that 
insect diversity and abundance 
are plummeting all  over the 
world. While many “bugs” 
are viewed as troublesome 
pests and agricultural threats, 
insects anchor natural systems 
and provide invaluable 
natural services as pollinators, 
scavengers, predators, and 
protein-packed food that is 
essential to the survival of many 
birds, fish, amphibians, reptiles, 
and mammals. 
       The large-scale 
disappearance of insects and 
associated declines in bird 
populations points to such 
culprits as pesticides, habitat loss 
and climate change.  
       Except for seabirds, 96% of 
North American bird species feed 
insects to their young. Species 
such as swallows that subsist 
mainly on insects have been hit 
the hardest. 

       

Insects are also critically 
important to birds as pollinators, 
because many species depend on 
plant seeds and fruit for survival. 
And the plants depend on 
pollination. 
       Worldwide overuse of 
herbicides is also decimating wild 
plants essential to the survival of 
both birds and insects. 
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Address Service Requested

The mission of the Kitsap Audubon Society is to preserve the natural world 
through education, environmental study and habitat protection, and to 
promote awareness and enjoyment of local and regional natural areas.

Visit our website at www.kitsapaudubon.org

Kitsap Audubon Society - Membership Renewal
Join/Renew online at http:/www.kitsapaudubon.org/membership 

or make check payable to KAS and mail to KAS, PO Box 961, Poulsbo, WA 98370   

Name _________________________________________________________ Phone ________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________ State ___________Zip _______________
Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

 Check here to receive your Kingfisher via Email and save us the expense of printing and mailing.     
  Members receive ten issues of the Kingfisher newsletter each year.

Select Category Of Membership:
 Individual Annual Membership $20  Individual LIFE Membership $300
 Family Annual Membership $30  Family LIFE Membership $500
 Contributing Annual Membership $50  Supporting Annual Membership $100 
 Sustaining Annual Membership $75 (Contact KAS Treasurer for LIFE Membership payment options)

Additional donation:   Scholarships $______   Audubon Adventures $ _______   Other $________

The Kitsap Audubon Society is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible. 

Your contact information is not sold, disclosed or shared with any entity outside KAS. 

The Kingfisher is the newsletter of the 
Kitsap Audubon Society, P.O. Box 961, 
Poulsbo, WA 98370. It is published 
ten times a year, September to June. 
Submissions from readers are welcome. 
We reserve the right to edit for space, 
grammar or legal reasons. Email text or 
photographs to genebullock@comcast.
net or mail to Gene Bullock, 1968 
NE Lind Ct., Poulsbo WA 98370. Our 
deadline is the 15th of the preceding 
month.

To receive your Kingfisher via email 
and save us the expense of printing 
and mailing, send your request to 
genebullock@comcast.net.


